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AxTain County. (10) 


DWARD Jones Agnew, 
Eſq; 
Hugh Boyd, Eſq; 

Borough of Antrim. 
Hon. Wm. John Skeffington. 
Hon. Chicheſter Skeffington. 

Borough of Belfaſt. 
Hon. Henry Skeffington. 
Sir William Godfrey, Bart. 


Borough of Lyſburne. 
George Hatton, Eſq; 
John Moore, Eſq; 

Borough of Randalflown.' 
John Dunn, Eſq; | 
Edward Corry, Eſq; 

Azmacn County. ' (6) 
Righs Hon. Wm. Brownlow. 
Williani Richardſon, Eiq; 

Var. XIV. 


| 


\ 


| 
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Borough of Armagh. 
George __ FE — 
Right Hon. Robert Hobart, 
commonly called Lord Viſs 
count Hobart. | 

Borough of Charlemont. - 
Sir Anneſſey Stewart, Bart. 
Rich. Mountney Jobnſon, Eſq; 


County 


(2) - 


, 


| and Town. 


Alexander Hamilton, Eſq;. 


Rake Burton, Eſq; 
Henry Bruen, -Eſq; 


4 
* 


+ | Kilrulh, in the Caunty,, 


Care, Eſgʒ 


Ezekiel Dasys Hamilton, Eſq; 


Borough of Catherlogh. 1 0 
Hon. AugultusCavendifh Brad- 
tha 


W. 0 63. 
John Ormſby Vandeleur; * f 
| 


[Cararktoon County. (6) | 


* , y . 8 
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* 


A 


iv 


Borough of Old Leighlin. 
Edward Cooke, Eſq; 
Patrick Duigenan, Eſq; LL. D. 


Cavan County. (6) 
Francis Saunderſon, Eſq; 
Hon. John James Maxwell, 

commonly called Lord Viſ- 
count Maxwell. 


Borough of Belturbet. 
John M<Clintock, Eſq; 
Maurice Copinger, Eſq; 
Borough of Cavan. 
Thomas Neſbitt, Eſq; 
Hon. Charles Fitz-Gerald, com- 
monly called Lord Charles 
Fitz-Gerald. 


CLarg County. (4) 


Francis M*Namara, Eſq; 
Hou. Francis Nathaniel Bur- 
ton. 


Borough of Clare. 
Rt. Hon. Sir Lucius O'Brien, 
Bart. 
Right Hon. William Conyng- 


ham: 
Conn Couxrv. (26) 


Hon. Robert King, com- 
monly called Lord Viſcount 


Kingſborough. 
Abraham Morris, Eſq; 


Borough of Baltimore. 
Sir John Freke, Eſq; 
Richard Grace, Eſq; _ 
Borough of Bandon-Bridge. 
Broderick g- e 
. of Caftlemartiyr. 
Sir 3 Laurence Cotter, 


Jahr. Habſon, Eſq; 


Borough of Charleville. 
1 2 — 1 * Jobn Blaquiere, 


l — Eſq; 


1 


1 


MEMBERS OF THE 


Borough of Cloghnilelty. 
Sir Nicholas Conway Colthurſt, 
Dart. 
Hon. Henry Boyle, com- 
: monly called Lord Viſcount 
Boyle. 


: City of Cork. 
Right Hon. Richard Long- 
field. 

Hon. John Hely Hutchinſon. 


Manor of Doneraile. 
James Chatterton, Eſq; 
Jobn Maxwell, Eſq; 


Town of Kinſale. 
James Kearney, Eſq; 
William Rowley, Eſq;. 


Town of Mallow, 
Denham Jephſon, Eſq; 
John Longfield, Eſq; 


Borough of Middleton. 
Arthur Dawſon, Eſq; 


Benjamin Blake Blackwood, 
Efq; 


Borough of Rathcormuck. 
Henry Duquery, Eſq; 
John Philpot Curran, Eſq; 


Town of Youghall. 
Robert Uniacke, Eſq; 
James Uniacke, Eſq; 
Donzeoar County. (12) 
Alexander Montgomery, Eſq; 


Henry Vaughan Brooke, 
Eſq; 
Borough of - Ballyſhannon. 


Thomas Dickfon, Eſq; 


Sir Michael Cromie, Eſq; 
Borough of Donegal. 

Humphrey Butler, Eſq; 

William Keller, Eſq; 


Borough of Killybegs. 

Jobs Wolfe, of Forenaughts, 
iq; 

Right Hon. Sir . Caven- 


diſh. - 


* 
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Borough of Lifford. 

Hon. Abraham Creighton, 
commonly called Lord 
Creighton. 

Hon. Abraham Creighton. 
Borough of St. Johnſtown. 
Right Hon. William Forward. 

Hon. Hugh Howard. 


Down Covunry. 


Hon. Robert Stewart. 
Francis Savage, of Ardkeen, 

— RS 

Borough of Bangor. 

Sir John Blackwood, Efq; 
John Keane, Eſq; 

Borough of Downpatrick. 
Clotworthy Rowley, Elq; 
Jonathan Chetwood, Eſq; 


Borough of Hillſborough. 
William Montgomery, of Hillſ- 
borough, Eſq; 
Robert Johnſon, Eſq; 
Borough of Killyleago. 
Hon. Robert Ward. 
James Stevenſon Blackwood, 
Eſq; 
Borough of Newry, 
Iſaac Corry, Eſq; 
Robert Roſs, Eſq; 
Borough of Newtownards. 


Hon. Richard Anneſley. 
John La Touche, Eſq; 


DzxocHtera CounTy and 
| Town. (2) | 


William Meade Ogle, Eſq; 
John Forbes, Eſg; 


DvusBLix County. 


Sir Edward 
Knight, 


(14) 


(10) 


Newenham, 


| 


City of Dublin. 

Hon. Henry Fitz-Gerald, com- 
monly . called Lord Heury 
Fitz-Gerald. 

Right Hon. Henry Grattan. - 


Univerſity of Dublin. 
Arthur Browne, Eq; LL. D. 
Hon. Francis Hely Hutchin- 


ſon. 


Borough of Newcaſtle. 
Right Hon. David La Touche. 
David Latouche, Eſq; 


Borough of Swords. 
John Claudius Bcresford, 
Eq; 

Lieutenant General Eyre Maſ- 


= 
Fermgnacn County. (4) 


Colonel Mervyn Archdall. 
Hon. John Willoughby Cole, 
commonly called Lord Viſ- 
count Cole. 
Borough of Enniſtillen, 
Hon. Arthur Cole Hamilton. 
Richard Magennis, Eſq; 


Gaiway County. (8) 


Wm. Power Keating Trench, 
Eſq; | | 
John Henry Blake, Eſq; 
Borough of Athenry. 
Theophilus Blakeney, Eſq. 
William Blakeney, Eſq; 
Town of Galway. 
Right Hon. Sir Sketüngton, 
Peter Daly, Eſq; | 
Borough of Tum. 
Sir Thomas Leighton. Bart. 
Jonah Barrington, Eſq; 


Ksar County. (16) 
John Blennerhaſſet, Eſq; 
Sir Barry Denny, Bart. 
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Barony of Ardfert. 
Robert Day, Eſq; 
Richard Archdall, Eſq; 


Borough of Dingle-[couch. 
Richard Boyle Townſend, 


Eſq; 

Jobo T ownſend, Eſq; 
Borough of Tralee. 

Croſbie Morgell, Efq; 

Sir Boyle Roche, Bart. 


Kitvart County. (10) 


Hon. Edward Fitz Gerald, 
commonly called Lord Ed- 
ward Fitz Gerald. 


Maurice Bagenal St. Leger 


Keatinge, Eq; 
Borough of Athy. 
Lievtenant Colonel Arthur 


Oi mſ{by. 
Frederick John Falkiner, Eſq; 


Borough of Harrijiown: 


Sir Fitzgerald Aylmer, Bart. 
Arthur Burdett, Eſq; 


Borough of Kildare. 
Simon Digby, Eſq; 
Robert Graydon, Eſq; 


| Borough of Naas. 
Right Hon. John Bourke, 
commonly called Lord Vil- 
count Naas. 


Sir James Bond, Bart, 


. Rirxexnxy CovarTy., 


(16) 


Right Hon William Brabazon 
Ponſonby. - 
Hon. Walter Butler, com- 


monly called Lord Viſcount 
T buries. 


| Borough of Callan, 
Willia n Merke, Eſq;. 


Nathankcl Warren Eſq; 


MEMBERS OF THE 


Borough of St. Canice, alias 
Triſhtowon. 


Right Hou John Monck Ma- 
{-n. | 

Captain Marcus Beresford. 

Right Hon. Sylveſter Douglas, 


Borough of Tnniflioge. 


George Ponſonby, Eſq; 
John Lloyd, Eſq; 


Borough of Gowran. 


Patrick Welch, Eſq; 
George Dunbar, Eſq; 


City of XK illenny. 


Hon. John Butler Wandeſ- 
ford. 


James Wemys, Eſq; 


Borough of Knocktopher. 
Right Hon. Sir Hercules Lang- 
riſhe. 
Robert Langriſne, Eſq; 


Borough of T homaſtowon. 
George Bunbury, Eſq; 
George Burdett, Eſq; 

King's Couzrv. (6) 
Denis Bowes Daly, Eſq; 

Sir Laurence Parſons, Bart. 
Borough of Banagher. 

Edward Hoare, Eiq; 

John Merge, Eſq; 

Borough of Philipflown. 
William Sankey, Eiq; 
Arthur O*Connor, Eſq; 

Lerrain CounTyY, 


(6) 
Right Hon. Henry Theophi- 


tus Clements. 


Right Honourable Theophilus 


Jones, 


Borough of Carrick. 
Hon. Nathaniel Clements, 


| Nathaniel Sneyd, Elqz 


HOUSE OF 


Borough of Fameſflown. 
Right Hon. Arthur Wolfe. 
Henry Wood, E:q; 

Limerick County. 


John Waller, Eſq; 
Hon. John Maſſey. 


Borough of Aſteyion. 
Sir Joſeph Hoare, Bart. 
Henry Alexander, Eſq; 


Borough of Kilmallock. 


Peter Holmes, Eſq; | 
Charles William Bury, Eſq; 


City of Limerick. 


John Prendergaſt Smyth, Eſq; 
Hon, Edmund Henry Pery. 


(8) 


Loxponxnerkty CounTyY. (8) 


Hon. Henry Beresford, com- 
monly called Earl of Ty- 


rone. 


Right Hon. Thomas Conolly. 


Borough of Coleraine. 


George Jackſon, Eſq; 
George Fitzgerald Hill, Eſq; 


City of Londonderry. 
Sir Hugh Hill, Bart. 
William Leckey, Eſq; 


Borough of Newtown-limavady. 


ohn Staples, Eſq; 
ohn Richardſon, Eſq; 


Loxcroxp County. (10) 


Sir W. Gleadowe Newcomen, 
Bart. 


Caleb Barnes Harman, Eſq; 


Borough of Granard. 
James Ormſby Vandeleur, of 
Munſter Nenagh, Eſq; 
Thomas Pakeubam Vandeleur, 

Eſq; | 


= 
* 


COMMONS. +; 


| Borough of Laneſborough. 


Stephen Moore, of the Barn, 
Eſq; 
William Smith, Eſq 
Borough of Longford. 


Hon. Thomas Taylor, com- 


monly called Lord Viſcount 
Headfort. 


Henry Stewart, Eſq; 
Borough of St. Johnſtown. 


Hon. George Cavendiſh. 
John Taylor, Eſq; 


Lourn County. (10) 
Right Hon. John Foſter, 


Speaker. 

Thomas James Forteſcue, Eſq; 
Borough of Atherdee. 
William Parkinſon Ruxton, 

Eſq; 
John Wolfe, of Newlands, 

Eſq; 

Borough of Carling ford. 
Sir James Deſvoeux, Bart. 
James Blaquiere, Eſq; 


Borough of Dundall. 
Hon. Robert Jocelyn, com- 


monly called Lord Viſcount 
Jocelyn. 


Borough of Dunleer. 
Nicholas Coddington, Eſq; 


Honourable Thomas Henry 
Foſter. | 


Maro County. (4) 


Right Hon. James Cuffe, 
Right. Hon. Denis Browne. 


Borough of Caſſirbar. 
Edward Fitzgerald, Eſq; 
Lieutenant Colonel Francis 
| Craddock, 


viii 


Mzarn Covxrtr. 


(14) 
Right Hon. Hercules Lang- 


ford Rowley. 
Hamilton Gorges, Eſq; 


Borough of Athboy. 


Hugh Howard, Eſq; 
Thomas Bligh, Eſq; 


Borough of Dulek. 
William Knott, Eſq; 
Charles * Ormſby, 
Eſq; 

Borough of Kells. 


Hon. Thomas Pakenham, 
Hon. Robert Taylor. 


Borough of Navan, 
Joſeph Preſton, Eſq; 
John Preiton, Eſq; 


Borough of Ratoath. 
William Irvine, Eſq; 
Gorges Lowther, Eſq; 


Borough of Trim. 
Hon. Arthur Weſley. 
Hon. Clotworthy Taylor. 


(4) 
John Montgomery, Eſq; 
Charles Powel Leſlie, Eſq; 


Borough of Monaghan. 
Right Hon. Lieutenant-Gene- 
ral Robert Cunninghame. 

Cromwell Price, Eſq; | 


Moxacran County. 


Quzes' s County. (8) 


Right Hon. Sir Ich Parnel, 
Bart. 
+ Warburton, Eſq; 


Borough of Ballyn *. 
John Tydd, Eſq; 
Colonel Eyre Coote. 
Borough of Maryborough. 
Charles Henry Coote, Eſq; 
Samuel Hayes, Eſq; | 
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MEMBERS OF THE 


Borough of Portarlington. 


Hon. Richard Cavendiſh. 
William Browne, Eſq; 


Roscommon Covunry. 


(3) 


' Sir Edward Crofton, Bart. 
Arthur French, Eſg; 
Borough of Boyle. 
Hon. Henry King. 
Thomas Teniſon, Eſq; 
Borough of Roſcommon. 


George Sandford, Eſq; 
Henry Moore Sandford, Eſq; 


Borough of Tulſs. 


Right Hon. James Fitz Gerald, 
Henry Cope, Eſq; 


Sirio County, 


(4) 


Joſhua Edward Cooper, Eſq; 
Charles O'Hara, Eſq; 


Borough of Sligo. 
Robert Wynuc, Etqz 
Owen Wynne, Eſq; 
(8) 


Tirrszaxy N 


Daniel Toler, Eſq; 
John Bag well, Eſa: 
City of Caſbel. 
| Richard aloe, Eſq; 
William Pennefather, Eſq; 


Borou gh of. Clonmell, 
Hon. William, Moore. 
Hon. John Moore. 


Borough of Fethard. 
Thomas Barton, Eſq; 
Daniel Gahan, Eſq; 


' 'TryroxNE County. 


(10) 


James Stewart, Eſq; 
Hon. Thomas Knox. 


| Borough of Aughber. 
Thomas Coghlan, Eſq; 
Edmond Stanley, Eſq; 
John Stewart, Eſq; 

City of Clogher. 


Sackville Hamilton, Eſq; 
Richard Townſend Herbert, 
Eq; 


Borough of Dungannon, 


Hon. John Knox. 


Hon. George Knox. 
Borough of Strabane. 


Sir John Stewart Hamilton, 
Bart. 


Hon. Henry Pomeroy. 


WarTtzxrord County. (ic) 


Right Hon. John Beresford. 
Sir James May, Bart. 


Borough of Dungar van. 


Marcus Beresford, Eſq; 
Chambre Brabazon Ponſonby, 
Eſq; 
Borough of Liſmore. 


Sir Richard Muſgrave, Bart. 
Robert Paul, Eſq; 


Borough of T allagh. 
John Egan, Eſq; 

John Brabazon Ponſonby, 
Eſq; 
City of Waterford. 

Henry A'cock, Eſq; 
Robert Shapland Carew, Efq; 


WesTmBATH CouxTyY. (10) 


Hon. Robert Rochfort. 
William Smyth, Eſq; 
Borough of Athlone. 
William Handcock, Eſq; 
Sir Richard Saint George, 
Bart. | 


| 


N 
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Borough of Fare: 0 
Lieutenant Colonel Stephen 


Freemantle. 


John Macartney, Eſq; 
| Borough of Kilbeggan. 


Thomas Burgh, Eſq; 
William Sherlock, Eſq; 


Manor of Mullingar. 


Francis Hardy, Eſq; 


Lieutenant-Col. John Doyle. 


WexrorD County. (18) 


Hon. John . Loftus Loftus, 
commonly called Lord Viſ- 
count Loftus. 


Right Hon. George Ogle. 


Borough of Bannow. 
Ponſonby Tottenham, cf New 
Roſs, Eſq; 
Ephraim Carroll, Eſq; 


Borough of Clonmines. 
Captain Nicholas Loftus Tot- 

tenham, of New Roſs. 
Major General Charles Euf- 


tace. 


Borough of Enniſcorthy. 
Veſey Colclough, Eſq; 
Mountiford Longfield, Eſq; 


Borough of Fethard. 
Charles Tottenham, of New 
Roſs, Eſq; 
Luke Fox, Eſq; 


Borough of Newborough, alias 


orey. 
Charles Stanley Monck, Eſq; 


Borough of New Rofs. 
Charles Tottenham, of Bally- 
curry, Eſq; 
Robert Leigh, of Roſe Gar- 
land, Eſq. 


Borough of Taghmon. 
Right Hon. John Hely Hutch- 
inſon. ä 


Warden Flood, Eſq; 


2 MEMBERS, &e. 


Fown of Wexford. 
Richard Neville, Eſq; 
Francis Leigh, Eſq; 

W:icxLow County. (10) 


Nicholas Weſtby, Eſq; 
William Hume, Eſq; 


Borough of Boll f. 
Hon. John Stratford. 
Hon. Benjamin O'Neill Strat- 
ford. | 


| 


— rw ray 


John Reilly, Eſq; 
Sir Richard Johnſton, Bart. 
Borough of Carysfort. 


Sir Thomas Oſborne, Bart. 
Charles Oſborne, Eſq; 


Borough of Wi ichlow. 


Edward Tighe, Eſq; 
William Tighe, Eſq; 
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TutsDay, JaxNUARY 21, 1794. 


Tur Uſher of the Black Rod having ſummoned the Houſe 
to attend his Excellency the Lord Lieutenant in the Houſe of 
Peers, and being returned therefrom, 


The Speaker reported, that the Houſe had attended his Ex- 
cellency the Lord Lieutenant in the Houſe of Peers, where his 
Excellency was pleaſed to make a ſpeech to both Houſes of Par- 
liameut, of which he read a copy, as follows: 


« My Lords and Gentlemen, 


« I have his Majeſty's commands to meet you in Par- 
liament, 

« You muſt have felt, with the higheſt ſatisfaction, that by 
the ſucceſs of his Majeſty's arms and thoſe of his allies, the 
hopes of France, in their unprovoked declafation of war, to 
impair the ſtability or ſhake the conſtitution of Great Britain 
and Ireland, have been utterly diſappointed. 

“% The forces of his Majeſty and his allies are in poſſeſſion of 
many important fortreſſes which belonged to the French, and 
Vor. XIV. B 
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many of their oppreſſive and unjuſt conqueſts have been wreſted 


from them ; and while the trade of the empire has been gene- 
rally protected, the reſources which our enemies derived from 
their wealthy ſettlements and extenſive commerce have been al- 
molt entirely cut off. | 

J have the fatisfaRion to acquaint you, that the ſpirit of in- 
ſurrection which was for ſome time prevalent among the lower 
orders of the people, is in general ſuppreſſed. No exertion ſhall 
be wanting on my part to bring them to a due ſenſe of order and 
ſubordination, and to prevent and puniſh the machinations of 
thoſe who may aim to ſeduce them from their accuſtomed loyalty 
into acts of ſedition and outrage. 

„ The law for rendering a militia in this kingdom effeQual _ 
has been carried ſucceſsfully into execution; and I am happy to 
find that the people are at leugth fully reconciled to this 1nftitu- 
tion, which has already been attended by the moſt beneficial con- 
ſequences, in producing internal tranquillity, and contributing to 
the general ſtrength and force of the empire. | 

« I am commanded to acquaint you that his Majeſty has ap- 
pointed a commiſſion under the great ſeal, to execute the office 
of Lord High Treaſurer of this kingdom, in order that the 
payment of the civil lift granted to his Majeſty, and a regular 

appropriation of the revenue to diſtinct ſervices, may be carried 
into execution in a manner as conformable to the practice of 
Great Britain as the relative ſituation of this kingdom will 
permit. 


& Gentlemen of the Houſe of Commons, 


1 J have ordered the national accounts to be laid before you, 
as well as eſtimates for the ſervice of the enſuing year. It is 
painful ro me to obſerve that the exigencics of the times will re- 
quire a large fupply and additional reſources; but when you 
conſider that this is a war of abſolute neceffity, and that you 
are contending for your liberty, property and religion, I doubt 
not that you will chearfully conti ibute to ſupport the honour of 
his Majeſty's crown, and the eſſential intereſts of the kingdom 


« My Lords and Gentlemen, | 


& The agriculture, the manufactures, and particularly the 
linen manufacture of Ireland, the Proteſtant charter ſchools, and 
various other inflitutions of public utility, have ſo conſtantly re- 
ceived the benefit of your care and liberality, that I need not 
particularly at this time, igculcate their importance. 

« His Majeſty has the fulleſt reliance upon the loyalty and at- 
tachment of bis people of Ireland: You are now, by the unjuſt 
aggreſſion of France, involved in a conteſt foc your religion, for 
your conſtitution, aud for the preſervation of every principle 
which upholds ſocial order, or gives ſecurity to your perſons or 
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grogentics, In ſuch a cauſe, his Maigfty hay no doubt of being 
cordially ſupported by the efforts of all bis ſubjects, in reſiſting 
the deſperate defigns of men who are endeavouring to erect their 
own power and dominion on the ruins of law and order, and to 
involve every government of Europe in a general ſcene of confu- 
ſion and anarchy. | 

« His Majeſty's ybje& is peace, and he will exert himſelf, in 
conjunction with his allies whenever an occaſion ſhall preſent it- 
ſelf, for obtaining this deſirable end, without ſurrendering the 
honour of his crown, or ſacrificing the preſent or future ſecurity 
of his people and of the reſt of Europe. | 

« You may depend upon my faithful nepreſentations of your 
ſervices to his Majeſty, and I will zealouſly co-operate with your 
exertions for the welfare and proſperity of Ireland.“ 


Lord BoyLE roſe to move an addreſs to his Majeſty. He 
dwelt for ſome time on the bleſſings we derive under our excel- 
lent conſtitution, and” that we were particularly called upon at 
this time to uſe every exertion in our power to defend and ſup- 

ort every thing that was dear to us; and though there might 
be ſome difference of opinion on other points between gentlemen 
in that Houſe, yet he was confident that there would be but one 
opinion in a determined reſolution to defend and maintain our li- 
berties and our conſtitution— lie then moved that an ad- 
dreſs be preſented to his Majeſty. | 


The Hon. Mr. Wandzsroao ByTLEs ſeconded the motion 
for the addreſs. | 


Mr. GzaTTax ſaid, he did not wiſh by any means to g at 
length into the various points ſtated in the addreſs. It was diffi- 
cult to ſay much, and it would be improper not to ſay ſomething. 
He ſaid he had invariably entertained but one opinion, and that 
was, to ſtand with Great Britain, and the points he had con- 
ſtantly in view were to improve and reform the conſtitution, to 
aſſimilate our conſtitution to that of Great Britain, aud to cor- 
rect whatever defects there might be in it. He ſhould not by 
any means go at preſent into the cauſes of the war, hut he wiſh- 
ed it had been more ſucceſsful ; be ſaid it was the intereſt of this 
country to (tand with Great Britain; even if the war was more 
unſucceſsful, we were called upon to aſſiſt her. In the ſeven 
years German war this country aſſiſted Great Britain in propor- 
tion to her ability, and at that time this country could be ſcarce- 
ly ſaid to have a eonſtitution of her own ; and now that we are 
in poſſeſſion of conſtitutional advantages, he was certain it would 
not be {dead and languid in affording her ſaſſiſtance. He ſaid, 
though he differed from many gentlemen in not approving the 
conduct of Lord Wen i ion, and though he 

2 
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often condemned the meaſures ſupported by the ſervants of the 
crown, yet there was one great general principle which he wiſh- 
ed to impreſs on the Houſe, which was, to preſerve our connec- 
tion with Great Britain. 


After a few words from Mr. Vandeleur, Colonel Blaquiere, 
and Mr. Tighe, jun. the motion paſſed nem. con. and a commit- 


tee was appointed to prepare and draw up the addreſs, and report 
the ſame to-morrow. | | 


The Hon. Mr. Fos rex moved that an addreſs be preſented to 
his Excellency the Lord Licutenant, for his ſpeech from the 
throne; which was ſeconded by the Hon. Mr. Clotworthy Tay- 
lor, and agreed to, and a committee appointed to prepare and 
draw up the fame; and to report to-morrow. 


— 


WepnesDay, January 22, 1794. 


Lord Bow lx reported from the committee appointed to draw 
up an addreſs to his Majeſty, that they had drawn up an ad- 
dreſs accordiugly; which he read in his place, as follows: 


To the Ki xG's Moſt Excellent Majesry ; 


The humble Appaess of the Knicats, Citizens and Bus- | 
GESSES, in Parliament aſſembled. 


% Moſt gracious Sovereign, 

&« We, your Majeſty's moſt dutiful and loyal ſubjects, the 
Commons of Ireland, in Parliament aſſembled, beg leave to ap- 
proach your Majeſty with the warmeſt aſſurances of our affection 
and loyalty, and with the moſt cordial attachment to your Majelty's 
perſon, family and government. | 

„We feel, with ſenſible ſatisfaction, that the vain hope of 
ſhakiog the ſtability of your Majeſty's throne, or weakening the 

ecurity of our happy conſtitution, which ſeems to have animat- 
ed the French, in their unprovoked declaration of war, has en- 
tirely failed. - 

We beg leave to congratulate your Majeſty, that not only 
many of the unjuſt and oppreſſive conqueſts of the French have 
been wreſted from them, but that the forces of your Majeſty and 
of your allies are in poſſeſſion of many important fortreſſes which 
belonged to them; and whillt the advantages which France de- 
rived from her extenſive trade and opulent colonics have been cut 
off, the commerce of your ſubje&s has been generally protected 
by the ſuperiority of your Majeſty's fleets. SO; 
We have ſcen with ſatizfaRion the ſuppreſſion of theſe out- 
rages and inſurrections which ſo recently diſgraced ſome of the 
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lower orders of the people ; we are ſenſible of the vigour of your 
Majeſty's government in checking thoſe diſorders, and we ſhall 
continue our exertions till this dangerous ſpirit be finally extin- 
guiſned. We truſt that all future attempts to ſeduce the lower 
claſſes from their uſual ſubordination and loyalty will be defeat- 
ed, and chat the inſtigators of ſuch violences will be brought to 
condign puniſhment. h | 

« We acknowledge the beneficial effe& of a national militia, 
which has been ſo ſucceſsfully eſlabliſhed ; whilſt it preſents the 
beſt ſecurity againſt internal diſturbance, it has afforded a conſi- 
derable augmentation to the general force of the empire, : 

«© We cannot ſufficiently expreſs our acknowledgments to 
your Majeſty for appointing a commiſſion under the Great Seal 
to execute the office of Lord High Treaſurer of Ireland, in or- 
der to guard the payment of your Majeſty's civil liſt, and the 
tri appropriation of the revenue to diſtin ſervices. 

.«« We ſhall with chearfulneſs grant ſuch ſupplies as the extra- 
ordinary exigencies of the times and the honour of your Majefty's 
crown and government ſhall require, knowing that we are en- 
gaged in a conteſt for our freedom, property and religion. We 
are ready to ſupport thoſe ineſtimable bleſſings with our lives and 
fortunes. . ; 5 

„We ſhall attend with due regard to the great intereſts of 
agriculture, commerce and manufactures, and particularly to the 
linen manufacture; and we ſhall ſupport the Proteſtant charter 
ſchools; and the other public inſtitutions, which are committed to 
our protection, with accultomed liberality. 

« We fincerely thank your Majeſty for your gracious reliance 
upon the loyalty and attachment of your people of Ireland; we 
ſhould be indeed inſenſible of that happineſs which we enjoy, un- 
der the mild ſpirit of our religiony and the temperate admini- 
{tration of a juſt government, it we were not ſtrenuouſly reſolv- 
ed to reſiſt thoſe attacks which threaten the ſubverſion of every 
principle that gives ſecurity to our perſons and properties; and 
when we conſider the deſperate deſigns of thoſe men who are en- 
deavouring to plunge every government of Europe into confu- 
ſion and anarchy, and to erect their own power on the ruins of 
law and order, your Majeſty gpuſt be aſſured of our determined 
reſolution to ſupport your Majeſty's efforts in averting ſuch 
dreadful calamities from your faithful people. 

« We are higbly gratified with your gracious dec'aration from 
the throne, that your Majeſty's object is peace, and that you 
will exert yourfelf, in conjunction with your allies, whenever 
that deſirable object can be obtained, without ſurrendering the 
honour of your crown, or ſacrificing the preſent and future ſecu- 
rity of your people and of the reſt of Europe. 

% We ſincerely thank your Majeſty for continuing the Earl of 
Weſtmorland in the government of this kingdom, in whoſe vi- 
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ee we can depend for the preſervation 6f internal tranquil- 
ſity, and under whoſe adminiſtration the conſtitution of Ireland 
has been ſubſtantially improved.“ 


The addrefs being agreed to nem. dn. 


The Hon. Mr. Fos rex reported from the committee appoint- 
ed to draw up an addreſs, the following; which was alſo unatii- 
mouſly agreed to. 


To his Excellency Jonx, Earl of WesTMorLAaNnd, Lord Lieu- 
tenant General and General Governor of Ireland; 


The humble Abpakss of the Kxichrs, Cirizexns and Bu- 
GESSES, in Parliament aſſembled. 
&« May it pleaſe your Excellency, 

e We, bis Majeſty's moſt dutifu! and loyal ſubjects, the 
Commons of Ireland, in Parliament aſſembled, beg leave to lay 
before your Excellency our cordial thanks for your moſt excel- 
lent ſpeech from the throne to both Houſes of Parliament. 

« We congratulate your Excellency that the hopes of France, 
in their unprovoked declaration of war, have been entirely diſap- 
pointed by the arms of his Majeſty and his allies. We feel al- 
ſured that the firmneſs of his Majeſty's throne, and the ſtability 
of the conſtitution of Great Britain and Ireland, ſtand unſhaken 
aiſd unimpaired: We learn with ſatisfaction that many of the 
important fortreſſes which belonged to the French are in poſſeſ- 
ſton of the forces of his Majeſty and his allies, that moſt of the 
oppreffive conqueſts of our enemies have been wreſted from 
them, and that the reſources derived from their colonial opu- 
Tetice and extenſive commerce bas been almoſt entirely cut off, 
whilſt a general protection has been afforded to the trade of his 
E ſubjeas. ha 

e acknowledge the vigorous interpoſition of your Excel- 
leney's government, which has ſuppreffed that diſpoſition to in- 
ſurrectioh which was for ſome time prevalent among ſome of the 
lower order of the people, and are perſuaded that no exertion 
will be wanting on your part to impreſs on their minds a due 
fenſe of ſubordination and order. | 

We ſhall heartily eontur in whatever meaſures may be deem · 
ed effectual to defeat or puniſh the machinationa of thofe who 
may attempt to ſeduce their accuſtomed loyalty, and ſtimulate 
them to acts of ſedition and outrage. | 

We are highly gratified that the inftitution of a national 
militia has been fucceleful, and That the people are reconcited ro 
this conſtitutional eſtabliſhment ; its falutary effects are univer- 
fally felt in the return of internal tranquillity which it fecures, and 
fo the facreaſe it has afforded to the public forte of the empire. 


—— 


„  DERETES 7 


« We are truly pleaſed with your Excellency's communication 
from the throne, that his Majefty has appointed a commiſſion 
under the great ſeal to execute the office of High Treaſurer in 
this kingdom, in order that the payment of the civil liſt grant- 


ed to the king, and a regular appropriation af the revenue to 


diſtinct ſervices, might be carried into execution in a manner as 
the relative ſituation of this kingdom will permit. When we 
combine this important meaſure with thoſe falutary bills of regu- 
lation which paſſed in the laſt ſeſſion reſpecting the grants af offt- 
ces and penſions, and the revenue of the crown, we mult be fully 
convinced of your Excelleacy's knowledge of our real intereſts, 
and of your efficient exertions to promote them, | 

« We thank your Excellency for ordering the national ac- 
counts, as well as eſtimates for the ſervice of the enſuing year, to 


be laid before us. If the exigencies of the time ſhall require 


an extraordinary ſupply and additional reſources, we ſhall not 
forget that we are engaged in a war of abſalute neceſſity for the 
preſervation of our liberty, properties and religion, and we ſhall 
at the ſame time conſult the true intereſt of the kingdom and 
maintain the honour of his Majeſty's crown. 

We ſhall afford the uſual ſupport to the Proteſtant charter 
ſchools and the other inſtitutions of general utility, which have 
been long the object of our attention; and we ſhall direct our 
ſerious care to promote the agriculture, the commerce, the ma- 
nufactures, and particularly the linen manufacture of this 
kingdom. 

« His Majeſty's faithful people will continually endeavour to 
deſerve that confidence which his Majeſty repoſes in their loy- 
alty and attachment; they will maintain their religion and con- 


fittution againſt the unjuſt aggreſſion of France, and will reſiſt, 


with their lives and fortunes, the efforts of thoſe defperate men 
who are endeavouring to erect their dominion on the ruins of 
law and order, and to ſpread confuſion and anarchy through 
every government of Europe. | 
« We are ſincerely convinced that his Majeſty will, in con- 
junction with his allies, uſe every favourable occaſion to effectu- 


ate a deſirable peace, whenever this great end can be 252 


without ſurrendering the honour of his crown, or ſacrificing the 
reſent or future ſecurity of his people and of the reſt of 

urope. 
« We are ſenſible of the fidelity with which your Excellency 


repreſents our exertions in his Majeſty's ſervice, and having ex- 


Perienced the beneficial effects of your Excellency's adminiſtra- 


tion, we entertain an earneſt hope that his Majeſty may Jovg 


continue your Excellency in the goverument of chis kingdom.” 


The addreſſes were then ordered to be preſented. 
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Tununxspax, Jaxnvary 23, 1794. 


The Srraxks reported, that the Houſe had attended his 
Excellency the Lord Lieutenant with the addreſs of this Houſe 


to his Majeſty, and that thereupon his Excellency was pleaſed - 
to return the anſwer following: l 


4 will immediately tranſmit this dutiful and loyal ad- 
dreſs to be laid before his Majeſty.” 


He alſo reported, that he had preſented the addreſs of thanks 
to his Excellency the Lord Lieutenant for his molt excellent 
2 to both Houſes of Parliament, and that thereupon his 

ecellency was pleaſed to return the anſwer following: 


I return you my warmeſt thanks for this addreſs. 
Your loyalty and attachment to the King, and your ſpirit- 
ed determination to ſupport his Majeſty againſt the attacks 
of his enemies, metit the higheſt applauſe.” 


* 2 


Fainay, Jaxvary 24, 1794. 


The Houſe proceeded to take into conſideration the Lord 
Lieutenant's ſpeech; and the ſame being read, 


The CHaxcELLOR OF THE ExCHEQUER Moved, © That a 
ſupply be granted to his Majeſty, and that the ſame be referred 
to a committee of the whole Houſe, to ſit to-morrow ;** which 
motion was agreed to. g 


Mr. Vaxpzreux moved, that the proper officer lay before the 
Houſe, an account of the men raiſed in this kingdom for the 


land ſervice; from the firſt day of January, 1793. 


| Hon. Mr. WesLey ſaid, he believed it would not be poſſible 
to comply with this motion if the Houſe ſhould adopt it, as 
there were many men raiſed in this kingdom, no return of which 
was made to any office in Ireland. For inftance, all the Engliſh 
regiments recruited here, of which no return of the men raiſed 
by them, was ever made at the Adjutant General's office. 


Mr. VanveLzv infiſted on his motion, underſtanding that 
it might be comphed with to a certain degree. Where no re- 
turns were made of the men raiſed, then of courſe it could not 


be expected the order ſhould be complied with. 
The order was agreed to. 
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Mr. VANnDELEUR then moved, that the proper officer lay be- 


fore the Houſe, an account of the number of ſeamen and 
marines raiſed in each port ſince the firſt day of January, 1793, 
with the ſum total. Ordered; | 7 


The Houſe reſolved into a committee of ſupply, and made 
progreſs. 


— — — 
SATURDAY, JANUARY 25, 1794. 


The committee of ſupply was reſumed, and made further 
progreſs. 


9 * 


Moxa, January 27, 1794. 


Mr. Masox reported from the committee of ſupply, that 
they had agreed, © That it is the opinion of the committee, a 
ſupply be granted to his Majeſty.” 


To which the Houſe agreed. 


— Cc u_pp—_s— —— - 


TutsDar, January 28, 1794. 


Mr. DoveLas, principal Secretary to his Excellency the 
Lord Lieutenant, was introduced and took his ſeat. 


Sir L. Paxsoxs wiſhed to know from the right hon. gentle- 
man who had been juſt introduced, what regiments are under 
orders for foreign ſervice. He ſaid, he intended to ſub- 
mit to the Houle a propoſition relative to the defence of this 
kingdom. He did not by any means wiſh to give unneceſſary 
oppoſition to the meaſures of adminiſtration ; but he obſerved, . 
that in the courſe of the laſt ſummer, the flank companies of the 
ſeveral regiments which compoſed the flower of the army were 
ſent abroad, and the army was left in a mutilated ſtate. The 
flank companies were ſent to the Weſt Indies; and although it 
has become a favourite ſtrain of language © to ſtand or fall with 
Great Britain,” yet he could not agree that the flower of our 
army ſhould be ſent to the protection of a ſugar colony, and our 
country left defenceleſs. 

The propoſition he meant to bring forward would be to pro- 
vide for the defence of the country, and not to leave our army 
at the mercy of government. He ſaid, it was particularly in- 
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eumbent on Parliament, that a ſufficient force ſhould be kept at 
| home for the defence of the country | 

Sir L. Pazsons declining making any motion on the ſubject 
at preſent, the converſation ended ; after which the Houſe ad- 
journed to next day. 


— — — 
Wepnesvar, Janvary 29, 1794. 


There not being a ſufficient number of members, the Speaker 
adjourned the Houſe. 


— —J—— 
THurDAY, JANUARY 30, 1794. 


There not being a ſufficient number of members, the Speaker 
adjourued the Houſe. | 


— — l .ê 


Falbav, JAN VARY 31, 1794. 


After orders for, and production of, divers public papers, 
with other routine buſineſs, 


. 


Mr. Nevitts had leave to bring in a bill for the improve- 
ment of the town and harbour of Wexford, and building a 
bridge over the river Slaney. 


The Honſe then reſoved into a committee of accounts. 


Mr. VanveLevk obſerved, that the account of revenue inci- 
dents, for which a ſum of 94,cool. was charged, was not yet 
laid before the Houſe. He believed there might be no improper 
charges included in thoſe incidents, yet he thought it a neceſſary 
degree of reſpect to the Houſe and the public, to lay them on 
the table, and hoped the committee would not think of making 
2 report until all the public accounts ſhould be laid before 

em. 


The Cnaxcerior oF Tre Exc N could not tell why 
this paper had not been preſented ;—he knew it might be very 
ealily made out, revenue books were in a ſtate of hourly prepa- 
ration for making out the account. It was not howeyer for him 
to go to every clerk to make him do his duty. The account 
would probably be preſented before to-morrow, and then he bop- 
ed the committee would prepare their report. 
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Mr. VaxDeLEvR obſerved, it was a matter of little moment 
whether the account were preſented or not, if, as in that of the 
expences of the council board, ſeveral charges were jumbled to- 
gether, ſo as to render the whole unintelligible.— The charge 
for the article of ſtationary, he obſerved in that account, as in- 
deed all charges for itationary in this country, were enormous j— 
in this, as in a variety of other inſtances, he faid, the money of 
this country was ſquande , to a degree perfectly ſhameful ;—- 
he inſtanced the expence ©.” the bar, employed by government, 
which amounted to a ſur incredible for the circumſtances of the 
country. 


There was a ſum of 7oool. he obſerved, charged under the 
head of king's letter, as granted to the Royal Canal Company. 
—'That company had now made a public declaration that they 
did not intend to complete the work, the completion of which 
was the condition that ſhould entitle them to this money; —he 
therefore hoped that government would take ſome pains to reco- 
ver this ſum. 


The CyHaxctLLor oF THE ExcntquUER ſaid that this money 
had been paid to the company, on the authority of a certificate 
from the committee of accounts, ſtating, ** that the company 
had A the neceſſary conditions for receiving the money, 
namely, having previouſly expended an equal fum of their on.“ 
— If however, the gentlemen, by inſtituting any inquiry, could 
bring the money back, he ſhould be heartily glad of it, for the 
Treaſury was never in greater need of it. As to the magni- 
tude of the charge for ſtationary, for the council-board, he ob- 
ſerved there were a variety of other expences which were neceſ. 
farily included in that, ſuch as expence of meſſengers, who are 
frequently employed in communicating between the Lord Lieu- 
tenant's country reſidence and the callte : It was by the inclu- 
ſion of thoſe non-defcript charges that the expence under the 
head bf ſtationary became ſo extravagant apparen'ly.—With 
reſpe& to the gentlemen of the bar, he was glad the hon. gen- 
tleman had attacked a body of men ſo well able to defend them- 
ſelves ; it would ſave him the trouble of doing it. 


The Houfe refoming, 


Sir L. PaxSoxs ſaid he had had the honour, on Monday tat, 
-of moving for a paper which might wvith:eafe have been made 
dut in two hour that paper was not yet ꝓreſented the noglect 
of the officer in this preſent inſtande he thought highly oulpable, 
and unleſs the paper ſhovld be preſenved 'before to- morrom, he 
would be under the neeeſſity of laying buſore the Houſe fome 

propoſition relative to the officer, whoever he was, who had been 
ſo negligent of his duty. The paper related to the ſtrength of 
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the military force in this country—it was a ſubject which ap- 
| peared to him highly intereſting at this particular criſis—a criſis 
as important as any at which parliament had ever ſat, yet at 
which there appeared a fatal torpor in the eſtabliſhments of this 
country, which might produce the worſt conſequences. 


ISO TIT — —— 


SaTuRDAY, FEBRUARY I, 794. 
Committee of accounts ſat, and made ſome progreſs. 
The Sreartr having taken the chair, 


Mr. Gaarrax moved, that the proper officers lay before the 
Houſe a ſchedule of the duties payable on the different articles 
of Britiſh manufacture imported into this kingdom. —In the 
laſt ſefſion he had the honour, he ſaid, of making two motions 
on this ſubje&, the object of which was, to obtain a reduction 
of the duties payable on Iriſh manufactures imported into Great 
Britain, to the [ſtandard of thoſe payable on Emiar articles im- 
ported into Ireland. Gentlemen at that time agreed to the 
principle, but expreſſed a wiſh that the buſineſs might be for 
ſome time poſtponed ;—he therefore poſtponed it to the cloſe of 
the ſeſſion, when he again brought it forward. — The right hon. 
gentleman at that time in the confidence of government, expreſ- 
fed a wiſh that the ſubje& might not be at that time inſiſted on, 
promiſing that in the interval between that and the next ſeſſion 
of parliament, he would do what he could to effect ſuch an ar- 
rangement as ſhould give ſatisfaction. He yielded to the wiſhes 
of the right hon. gentleman, giving notice however that he would 
again bring the ſubject before parliament in the enſuing ſeſſion ;— 
he now intended doing ſo, in a manner however the moſt amica- 
ble to Government and to Great Britain. On ſome day, there- 
fore, during the next week, he would propoſe ſomething to the 
Houſe on this ſubje& ; preparatory to which, he now moved for 
this ſchedule. | 


The CyancELLor oF THE ExcHtquer had no objection what- 
ever to the production of this paper; it was in fact already be- 
fore the Houſe in the book of rates. The right hon. gentle- 
man had very fairly ſtated the converſation which had paſſed aſt 
ſeſſion o this ſubje&, and he thought himſelf bound to ſay, that 
he knew the noble lord alluded to had repreſented to the admini- 
' tration in Great Britain, what had occurred in the Houſe on 
- that ſubject, and had done every thing in his power to effect 
what was deſired. | 3 


1794] D EE B A FE & 13 


Mr. Sec. DoveLas thought himſelf called on to confirm what 
had been advanced by the Chancellorof the Exchequer. From what 
he knew of the noble lord, he was convinced he had done every 
thing in his power on this ſubject; at the ſame time, for himſelf, 
he waved ſaying any thing at all reſpecting the arrangement the 
right hon. gentleman had mentioned. 


The ſchedule was ordered. 


Mr. Knox moved leave to bring in a bill to render the pro- 


ceſs of law in the court of King's-bench more beneficial and 
effective. 


Leave given, and the bill ſhortly after was preſented, and read 
a firſt time. | 


Sir L. Parsons mentioned his having been juſt gratified with 
a view of the paper which he had moved for on Monday laft, 
and he now role to learn of gentlemen on what day it would be 
moſt convenient to them that he ſhould make a propoſition to the 
Houſe on the ſubje& of putting this kingdom in a ſtate of ade- 
quate defence—His object in doing this, was not reprehenſion of 
any thing paſt, but caution with reſpe& to the future, Since the 
Houſe had now pledged themſelves to ſupport the war, the next 
ſtep ſhould be to take care that the country was put in a ſtate of 
ſecurity : he would therefore, on Monday or 'Tueſday next, if 
gentlemen had no objection to that day, ftate to the Houſe what 
appeared to him the beſt mode of doing this, 


The CHancELLOR OF THE ExcHEqQuUER ſaid, that as the de- 
fence of the country was neceſſarily connected with the public 
expence, he thought it neceſſary that the Houſe ſhould decide 
on the hon, gentleman's plan, whatever it might be; before the 
ſupply was voted.— It was certainly the object of the ſervants of 
the crown, to put the country into as good a ſtate of defence as 
might be, but her ſtrength muſt be always proportioned to her 
ability. It had been his idea, if the military force of laſt year 
ſhould be thought ſuſficieat, to propoſe the ſame for the preſent 
one, and he could not help ſaying, that he thought it unneceſ. 
ſary for any gentleman to interfere in this ſubject, if there had 
been no neglect in his Majeſty's ſervants hitherto.—That there 
was not any neglect is evident, for during the period of domeſtic 
diſturbances, no perſon had made proper application to the Com- 
mander in Chief for a military force, who did not receive a force 
completely adequate.— It had always been the peculiar province 
of the executive power to manage at pleaſure the military force 
of the country,—During the laſt ſummer, no men had been 
ſent away who might not be very well ſpared, as the event 


proved; and ſuch as were ſcat away, were immediately replaced 
by others, l EF £2 
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Sir L. Paxsoxs ſaid, he would never judge from the mere event, 
whether the conduct of government were right or not. In the 
firſt inſtance, they could not have foreſeen when they ſent away 
the diſciplined troops laſt ſummer, what the capricious govern- 
ment of France might bave attempted, What had happened 
therefore, in the laſt ſummer, afforded, be thought, very good 
cauſe for the Houſe to interfere. It appeared to him that a very 
awful reſponſibility hung about his Majeſty's miniſters; at this 
moment, every body knew that a vaſt number of flat-bottomed 
boats were collected along the French coaſt, and that the go- 
verament of that country were making the utmoſt exertions to 
get their fleet into a ſtate of ſtrength. No geutleman could po- 
fitively ſay in what ſervice theſe were to be employed, it there- 
fore became them to be cautious. In what he ſhould have the 
honour of ſubmitting on this ſubject, none could accuſe him of 
betraying the weakneſs of the country, or encouraging the ene- 
my—for he ſhould mention no defe& without propoſing an ade- 
quate remedy. | 


Mr. Vanvtteva moved, that a committee be appointed to 


enquire into the expenditure of the ſum of 7,0001. granted con - 
ditionally to the Royal Canal Company. 


* — 1 — —— — "WW „ ** LE 44.65 


Monnav, Fezxvary 3, 1794. 


Mr. Sec. DovcLas delivered the following moſt gracious 
metfape from his Majeſty 2— 


« GEORGE R. | 

&« His Majeſty returns his thanks to the Houſe of Commons 
for their expreſſions of affection and loyalty, for their cordial at- 
tachment to his perfon, family and government. 

« His Majeſty receives with great ſatisfaction their congratu« 
tions on the failure of the attempts which his enemies have made 
to ſhake the ſtability of his throne, and to weaken the ſecurity 
of our happy conſtitution, and on the general ſucceſs of his 
forces, and thoſe of his allies, during the laſt campaign. 

t Tt affords po ſatisfaction ta bis Majeſty to find that the 
natiosal militia has been ſa ſuccefsfully eſtabliſhed, and that his 
faithful Commons are reſolved to continue their exertions to pre- 
veat the internal diſturbances in Ireland. f 

« His Majeſty is ſenſible of che zeal they manifeſt for the 
ſupport of his government, by their aſſurance of granting him 
ſuch ſapplics as the exigence of the times and the honour of his 
crown ſhall require ;—and his Majeſty obſerves with pleaſure, 
their reſolution to perſevere in their endeavours. to improve the 
agriculture, the commerce- and manufactures, and in their ſop- 
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port of the Proteſtant charter - ſchools and other public inſtitu- 
tions of that kingdom. 

« His Majeſty feels juſtly gratified by the confidence they re- 
poſe in his preſent chief governor, and by the ſenſe they en- 
tertain of the advantages they have derived under his admini- 
ſtration. | | 

* G. K® 


Mr. Sec. DouGLas moved, that an humble addreſs be pre- 
ſented to his Majeſty, for his moſt gracious meſſage. 


Ordered, nem. con. 


Mr. SacxviLLe Hamilton begged permiſſion of the Houfe 


to withdraw the eſtimate which he laid before them on Saturday 


laſt, of the compenſation to he made to the officers in Chan- 
cery. A circumſtance which had ſince occurred, rendered it ne- 


ceſſary that one, containing fuller information, ſhould be laid up- 
on the table. 


The eſtimate was accordingly withdrawn, and Mr. Hamilton 
preſented another. 


Mr. VaxoeLevs objected to the eſtimate whieh lay upon the 
table, of the expences of civil buildings in the courſe of the 
year. It ſeemed to have been formed upon the profuſion of 
former precedents, rather than on the principles of œconomy, which 
thould prevail at the -preſeat time. There was no diſcrimina- 
tion. All buildings were thrown into a general maſs, and the 
ſams that might be neceſſary for each were not mentioned. —He 
thought that they ought to be ſpecifically detailed, that it was 
the duty of the hon. baronet, and the Chancellor of the Exche- 


quer, to procure the Houſe that neceſſary information. 


Mr. Cures replied, that under the head of civil buildings, 
all the buildings at preſent carrying on in this country were in- 
cluded, and that it was impoſſible to form an eſtimate unlefs 
from the expence of former years. The money to be experded 
would in a great degree depend upon the economy of the Lord 
Lieutenant, and he would anſwer for it, that no chief governor 
was ever more cconomically diſpoſed than his Excellency the Earl 
of Weſtmorland. If any particular building ſhould be laid a fin- 
ger upon by the hon. gemleman, he ſhould have no objection to 

tisfy him for his part, to the extent of his ability. The new 
Houſe of Commons, to replace that which had been burned, was 
included in the liſt of civit buildings, and many others of great 
magnitude. As a proof of the diſpoſition of the Lord Lieute- 
nant to econonize, he mentioned that a part of the Caſtle of 
Dublin was in ſo ruinous a ſituntion, that it would probably re- 
quire to be taken down and rebuilt—yet his Excellency had ex- 
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preſsly commanded, that proviſion for ſuch a contingency ſhould 
not be put into the eſtimate. The probability was upon the 
whole, that the eſtimate inftead of being made upon too high a 
ſcale, would fall below the actual expence. | 


The CaancELLoR oF THE ExcHEQUER did not hold himſelf 
bound to anſwer general queſtions upon the ſubjects of eſtimates , 
and expenditures. He would willingly ſpeak to any particular 
item of expence if, ſpecified. 


Colonel BLaquiere role, and made ſome obſervations on an 
hoo. gentleman's {Mr. Vandeleur] general diſapprobation of the 
meaſures adopted by Goverament. 


— 


TutsDay, FEBRUARY 4, 1794. 


die bufineks. 


— —  __ 


WevpntsDaY, FEBRUARY 5, 1794. 


Sir L. Paxsons moved, That an addreſs be preſented to 
his Excellency the Lord Lieutenant, pray ing him to lay before 
his Majefty the humble deſire of the Houſe, praying. that his 
Majeſty would be graciouſly pleaſed to order, that copies of the 
ſeveral treaties and conventions formed by his Majeſty with fo- 
reign powers, and laid by his Majeſty's orders before the parli- 
ment of Great Britain, be laid before this Houſe.” 


This motion was ſeconded by Mr. W. Tighe. 


Tt was ſupported alſo by Mr. Duquery, Mr. Curran, Mr. 
Brook, Mr. Maxwell, Mr. Egan, Dr. Brown, and the Hon. 
Mr. Stuart, on the ground of the right of the [riſh parliament to 
inveſtigate the motives and conduct of the war; and it was op- 
poſed by the Chancellor of the Exchequer, the Attorney Gene- 
ral, Mr. Ormſby, Mr. Archdall, Mr. Marcus Beresford, Sir 
John Blaquiere, Colonel Beresford, the Hon. Mr. Weſley, Mr. 
Barrington, Mr. Cooke, the Hon. Mr. Pery, Lord Headford, 
the Hon. D. Brown, Mr. Grattan, and Mr. G. Ponſonby. 


The queſtion being put, the Houſe divided, 
Ayes, — 9 
Noes, — 128 

The Houſe reſolved into a committee of ſupply. 
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The CrancEeLLot Or Tu Excurdur ſtated the eſtimates 
to be at 1,820,000/. the whole of which, he ſaid, might not 
eventually be neceſiary, as he doubted not very conſiderable 
ſavings would be effected: And adviſed that 8 or go, oool. of 
this money ſhould be raiſed by a loan, in order to avoid the ne- 
ceſſity of taxation as much as — 


Having gone through the ſeveral eſtimates until he came to 
that of ordnance, 


Sir L. Paxsoxs ſaid, he did not feel competent to ſay in what 
ſtate the ſum propoſed might place the ordnance of this country : 
he feared that miniſters reſted in a fatal ſecurity and imaginary 
ſafety againſt the danger of invaſion ; but if the fatality ſhould 
occur to the public alety of che country, he pledged himſelf, by 
the bleſſing of God, to uſe his exertions for bringing the delin- 
quent miniſter to the ſcaffold. 


Mr. Cooke reported, that the eſtimates on this head had been 
formed on the returns made by the beſt experienced officers in the 
kingdom, touching the beſt mode of putting the country in a 
ſtate of defence; and that it was now in a very reſpectable ſtate. 


The Houſe reſumed, and adjourned. 


Mr. Maso reported from the committee of the whole Houſe, 
to whom it was referred to take into conſideration the ſupply 
granted to his Majeſty, as alſo his Excellency the Lord Lieute- 
nant's ſpeech, the reſolutions which the committee had directed 
him to report; which he read in his place, as follow: 


1. Reſolved, That it appears to this committee, that the na- 
tion is liable to the payment of certain life annuities, at the 
rate of 6. per cent. per annum, for a ſum of 440,000. ; and 
is alſo liable to the payment of certain other life annuities, at 
. the rate of 7/. 10s. per cent. per annum, for a further ſum of 


$00,000, 


2. Reſolved, That it is the opinion of this committee, that 
twelve thouſand effective men, commiſſioned and non- commiſſion- 
ed officers included, are neceſſary to be maintained within this 
kingdom for its defence. 


3- Reſolved, That it is the opinion of this committee, that 
to enable his Majeſty to carry into execution his gracious inten- 
tions and determined reſolution, ſignified to us by his Excellency 
the Lord Viſcount Townſhend, late Lord Lieutenant of this 
kingdom, by his Majeſty's command, to keep within this king- 
dom, for the — — defence of the ſame, twelve thouſand 
men, commiſſioned and non-commiſſioned officers included, at 


all times, unleſs in caſes of invaſion or rebellion in Great Britain, 
Vor. XIV. E "7 
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| three thouſand two hundred and thirty-two men, commiſſioned 


- 


and non-commiſſioned officers included, be maintained for one 
year from the 31ſt day of March, 1794, to the 1 day of 
April, 1795. 

4. Refolved, That it may be expedient, in the preſent ſitu- 
ation of affairs, that a further number of men, not exceeding 
five thouſand men, commiſſioned and non-commiſſioned officers 
included, be maintained for the defence of the country, from the 
31ſt day of March, 1794, to the 1ſt day of April, 1795, inclu- 
five, ſo as that the forces of the eftabliſhment of this kingdom may 
amount to twenty thouſand two hundred and thirty-two effective 
men, commiſſioned and non-commiſſioned officers included. 


5. Reſolved, 'That it is the opinion of this committee, that 
a ſum not exceeding 402,818/. 2s. 115d. be granted to his Ma- 
jeſty, for defraying the charge of the army to be maintained 
within this kingdom, for one year to the 3 iſt of March, 1795. 


6. Reſolved, That it is the opinion of this committee, that 
a ſum not exceeding 48, 468“. 19s. 2d. be granted to his Ma- 
jeſty for defraying the charge of the army ſerving abroad, to be 
maintained by this kingdom, for one year to the 31ſt of March, 
1795 

7. Reſolved, That it is the opinion of this committee, that 
a ſum not exceeding 94,7711. 55. 92d. be granted to his Majeſty 
for defraying the charge of the augmentation to the army of 


this Kingdom, for one year to the 311t day of March, 1795. 


8. Reſolved, That it is the opinion of this committee, that 
a ſum not exceeding 5,800/. be granted to his Majeſty for de- 
ftraying the charge of the additional pay to ſuch regiments of 
cavalry and infantry as may be commanded on duty in Dublin, 
for ene year to the 3ſt of March, 1795. 


9. Reſolved, That it is the opinion of this committee, that 
a ſum not exceeding 8012. 3s. 12d. be granted to his Majeſty 
for defraying the charge of general and general ſtaff officers, for 
one year to the 31ſt of March, 1795. 


10. Reſolved, That it is the opinion of this committee, that 
a ſurf not exceeding 29517. 145. 11d. be granted to his Majeſty 
for defraying the charge of additional general, and general ſtaff 
officers, for one year to the 3 iſt of March, 1795. 


11. Reſolved, That it is the opinion of this committee, that 
a ſum not extecding 6292/. 13s. 3;d. be granted to his Majeſty 
for defraying; the charge of the allowances to the muſter- maſter 


general, quarter-maſter general, adjutant-general, judge-advo- 


cate general, phyſician and ſurgeon-general, provoſt-martial ge- 
nerz!, major of brigade, fix commiſſaries of muſter, the agent 
Tor the tranſmiſſion of deſerters, and the town-major, their depu- 
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ties and clerks, and the contingent expences of their reſpectixe 


offices, for one year to the 31ft of March, 1795. 


12. Reſolved, That it is the opinion of this committee, that 
a ſum not exceeding 53117. 14s. 2d. be granted to his Majeſty 
for defraying the charge of governors of garriſons and their in- 
cidents, for one year to the 31it of March, 1795. 


13. Reſolved, That it is the opinion of this committee, that 
a ſum not exceeding 27,115. 2s. 6d. be granted to his Majeſty 
for defraying the charge of recruiting his Majelty's army, in- 
cluding occaſional payments and bounties for extra ſervices and 
other incidental expences, for one year to the 31ſt of March, 


1795: 

14. Reſolved, That it is the opinion of this committee, that 
a ſum not exceeding 15,2357. 14s. 115d. be granted to his Ma-. 
jeſty to defray the charge of half pay to reduced officers of his 
Majeſty's army, for one year to the 31ſt of Marth, 1795. 


15. Reſolved, That it is the opinion of this committee, that 
a ſum not exceeding 5569l. 48. od. be granted to his Majeſty 
'for defraying the charge of the allowances to be paid to the wi- 
dows of commiſſioned officers, and the expences attending the 
ſame, for one year to the 3 iſt of March, 1795. 


16. Reſolved, That it is the opinion of this committee, that 
a ſum not exceeding 39,786/. 1s. 83d. be granted to his Majeſty 
for defraying the charge of the extraordinary expence of forage, 
for one year to the 3 iſt of March, 1795. 


17. Reſolved, That it is the opinion of this committee, that 
a ſum not exceeding 108,683/. 5s. 854. be granted to his Ma- 
jeſty for defraying the cbarge of the ordinary and. extraordinary 
expence of the office of ordnance for one year to the 3 iſt of 


March, 1795. 


18. Reſolved, That it is the opinion of this committee, that 
a ſum not exceeding 73,000/. be granted to his Majeſty for de- 
. fraying the charge of the contingencies of the army under the 
Mead of barracks, for one year to the 3ſt of March, 1795. 


19. Reſolved, Thar it is the opinion of this committee, that 
a ſum not exceeding 16,730. 15s. 8d. be granted to his Majeſty 
for defraying the charge of the Royal Hoſpital for Invalids, for 


one year to the 3 iſt of March, 1795. 


20. Reſolved, That it is the opinion of this committee, that 
a ſum not exceeding 1656/. 8s. 44.. be granted to his Majeſty 
for defraying the charge of the Royal Military Infirmary, for 
one year to the 31ſt of March, 1795. 


21. Reſolved, That it is the opinion of this committee, that 
a ſum not exceeding 4331821. 113. 33d, be granted to his Ma- 


CK 
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jeſty for defraying the charge of the embodied militia of the 
ſeveral counties in this kingdom, for one year to the 31ſt of 
March, 1795- 


22. Reſolved, That it is the opinion of this committee, that 
a ſum not exceeding 67, ooo. be granted to his Majeſty for de- 
fraying the charge of the contingencies of the militia under the 
head of barracks, for one year to the 3 1ſt of March, 1795. 


23. Reſolved, 'That it is the opinion of this committee, that 
a ſum not exceeding 24,000/. be granted to his Majeſty for de- 
fraying the charge of civil buildings, including the wages of over- 
ſeers, rents, taxes and other incidental expences, for one year 
to the 3iſt of March, 1795. 


24. Reſolved, That it is the opinion of this committee, that 
a ſum nat exceeding 22077. 8s. od. be granted to his Majeſty for 
defraying the charge of the appointment of affociate and aſſiſtant 
judges, for one year to the 25th of March, 1795. 


25. Reſolved, That it is the opinion of this committee, that 
a ſum nat exceeding 2500/. be granted to his Majeſty for defray- 
mg the charge of compenſation for the loſs of emolument in the 
office of chief remembrancer of the court of Exchequer, for one 
year to the 25th of March, 1795. | 


26. Reſolved, That it is the opinion of this committee, that 
a ſum not exceeding 12,00cl. be granted to his Majeſty for 
defraying the charge which may probably be incurred in the 
office of the ſolicitor in criminal cauſes, for one year to the 25th 
of March, 1795 


27. Reſolved, That it is the opinion of this committee, that 
a ſum not exceeding 1026“. 199. 8d. be granted to his Majeſty 
for defraying the expence attending pratique in the port of Dub- 
lin, for one year to the 25th of March, 1795. 


28. Reſolved, That it is the opinion of this committee, that 
a ſum not exceeding 12,0008. be granted to his Majeſty for de- 
fraying the charye of printing, ſtationary and ather diſburſements 
far the chief and under ſecretaries offices and apartments, and 
ather * offices in Dublin Caltle, and far the riding charges 
and other expenſes of the deputy purſuivauts and extra meſſen- 
gers attending the ſaid offices, for one year to the 25th of March, 

1795 

29. Reſolved, That it is the opinion of this committee, that 
a ſum not exceeding 410c/. be granted to his Majeſty to defray 
the charge of printing proclamations and advertiſements in the 


Dublin Gazette and other newſpapers, for one year to the 25th 
ef March, 1795. | 


— > — 


the charge of appre 


fees and other cuſtomary allowance to the officers both in 
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30. Reſolved, That it is the opinion of this committee, that 
a ſum not — 790l. be granted to his Majeſty to defray 


ending public offenders, for one year to the 
25th of March, 1795. 


31. Reſolved, That it is the opinion of this committee, that 

a ſum not exceeding 3500. be granted to his Majeſty to Pay for 

ng- 

land and Ireland, on paſſing the ſeveral public bills of the pre- 
ſent ſeſſion. 


32. Reſolved, That it is the opinion of this committee, that 
a ſum not exceeding 2466/. 19s. 113d. be granted to his Majeſty 


to pay the uſual and cuſtomary allowances to the ſeveral perſons 
and for the ſeveral purpoſes following, that is to ſay, 


3 
French conformiſt miniſter of the united congre- £ 
gation of St. Patrick's, Dublin - 150 © © 
French miniſter at Cork - 100 0 © 
French miniſters at Liſburn, Dundalk and Ini- 
ſhannon, at 60. each - 180 0 0 
French miniſtets at ene and \ Portarlington 
at 5ol, each 100 0 © 
Miniſter to the congregation of German Proteſ- : 
tants in Dublin 50 © © 
Prebendary of St. Audoen's, for vidtiag "RY "OS 
ſoners in the ſeveral priſons in Dublin - 20 0 0 
Rector of St. Paul's, for attending _ lick in the 
barrack of Dublin - 52 18 2+ 
Chaplain attending the 3 in | the Four- 7 
courts Marſhalſea - 52 18 25 
Chaplain to the garriſon of Charlemont . 4 4:0 
Under library-Keeper, - 30 © 0 
Vicar of Caltleknock? in lieu of gebe and eythe 
land, Phanix- park - 50 15 .© 
Miniſter of St. James's, for the like - r 
Viear of St. Andrew's, for miniſter's money 
payable. out of the houſes and grounds where- 
on the Parliament Houſe ſtands - 41 0 75 
Rector of St. Michan's, for miniſter's money 16 6 2 
Archbiſhop of — for oy out of divers 
churches 1 £8 ls 
Biſhop of Meath, out of the manor of Trim 08-6 
Dean and chapter and the vicars choral of * 
Church — . = 47 6 8 
Lord mayor and citizens of Dublin - 860 © © 
Provoſt and fellows of Trinity College 388 15 o 


Profeſſor of the French and German layguages 
in Trinity College 100 o 


O 
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| 0 | „ 
Profeſſor of the Spaniſh and Italian languages in 1 
Trinity College - | - - 100 o o 
And to the Royal Iriſh Academy, for rent of 
an houſe - - - - 116 13 © 


33. Reſolved, That it is the opinion of this committee, that 
a ſum not exceeding 256c/. be granted to his Majeſty for defray- 
ing the charge of the commiſſioners for examining, auditing and 
paſſing the public accounts. 


34. Reſolved, That it is the opinion of this committee, that 
a ſum of 4000. be given to the Right Hon. John Foſter, 
Speaker of the Houſe of Commons, to enable him to maintain 
the ſtate and dignity of his office. | 


35. Reſolved, That it is the opinion of this committee, that 
a ſum not exceeding 2508/. 19s. 6d, be applied to defray the 
charge of the ſeveral diſburſements to be made by the Gentle- 
man Uſher of the Black Rod, and the Chief Serjeant at Arms, 
for the uſe of both Houſes of Parliament during this preſent ſeſ- 
fion, and to the clerk of the Houſe of Lords for engroſſing, 
comparing, examining and atteſting the public bills of the pre- 
ſent ſeſſion, except the money bills. | 


36. Reſolved, That it is the opinion of this committee, that 
a ſum not exceeding 5395/. 15s. 1d. be applied te defray the 
charge of printing work and ſtationary for both Houſes of Par- 
liament, during this preſent ſeſſion. | 


37. Reſolved, That it is the opinion of this committee, that 
a ſum of F oc. be given to the Right Hon. John Monck Maſon, 
chairman of the committees of ſupply and ways and means, for 
his ſervices during this ſeſſion of parliament. | 


38. Reſolved, That it is the opinion df this committee, that 
a ſum of 5407. be given to Robert Thoroton, Eſq; clerk of this 
Houſe, as a reward for his attendance and ſervice this ſefioh of 
Parliament; and a further ſum of 200. for his trou ex- 
pence in preparing copies, ſuperintending the printing, and mak- 
ing an index to the thirtieth volume of the journals of this 
Houſe; and alſo a further ſum of 278/. 15s. 4d. for engroſſing 
the money bills of this ſeiſion, and for comparing, examining 
and atteſting the ſame, | 


39. Reſolved, That it is the opinion of this committee, that 
a ſum of 3 fol. be given to Edward Treſham, clerk aſſiſtant, 
as a reward for his attendance and ſervice this ſeſſion of Par- 
liament. | 

40. Reſolved, That it is the opinion of this committee, that 
a ſum of 5ocl. be given to George Frederick Winſlanly and 
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Jonathan Rogers, committee clerks, as a reward for their at- 
tendance and ſervice this ſeſſion of Parliament, to be equally di- 
vided between them. | 


41. Reſolved, That it is the opinion of this committee, that 
a ſum of 320/. be given to James Corry, clesk of the journals 
and records, as a reward for his attendance and ſervice this ſeſ- 
fion of Parliament; and alſo, a further ſum of 200. for his 
trouble in ſuperintending the printing of the ſchedules of duties 
and other papers for the committee of way and means, in the 
preſent ſeſſion of Parliament. 


42. Reſolved, That it is the opinion of this committee, that 
a {um of 140. be given to Dawſon Ellis, clerk of the engroſſ- 
ments, as a reward for his attendance and ſervice this ſeſſion of 
Parliament. 


43. Reſolved, That it is the opinion of this committee, that 
a ſum of 670/. be given to John M*Clintock, jSerjeant at 
Arms, as a reward for his attendance and ſervice this ſeſſion of 
Parliament. h 


44. Reſolved, That it is the opinion of this committee, that 
a ſum of 70/. be given to John Walſh, as a reward for his trou- 
ble and attendance in delivering the: votes to the members this 
ſeſſion of Parliament. 


45. Reſolved, That it is the opinion of this committee, that 
a ſum of 200¼. be given to John Kennedy and James MCowan, 
door · keepers to the Houſe, as a reward for their attendance and 
ſervice this ſeſſion of Parliament, to be equally divided between 


them. 


46. Reſolved, That it is the opinion of this committee, that 
a ſum of 7o0Ol. be given to the Speaker, to be by him divided 
among the back door-keepers and meſſengers attending this 
Houſe, being twenty in number, and the other attendants, in 
ſuch manner as he ſhall direct. 


47. Reſolved, That it is the opinion of this committee, chat 
a ſum of 250. be given to Thomas L' Eſtrange, for his extra- 
ordinary care and trouble in attending this Houte 2s Deputy Ser- 
jeant at Arms, | | | 


48. Reſolved, That it is the opinion of this committee, that 
a ſum of 700. be given to the Speaker, to be applied by him 
for the better arrangeinent of bulineſs in the clerk's offices. 


49. Reſolved, That it is the opinion of this committee, that 
a ſum of 3401. be given to Stephen Moore, Eſq; accountant- 
general, as a reward for his expence and trouble in preparing and 
Rating the public accounts of the nation laid before the Houle 
this ſeſſion of Parliament, | 
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50. Reſolved, That it is the opinion of this committee, that 
a ſum of 800). be given to John 'Tydd, Eſq; in conſideration of 
his extraordinary attendance, care and expence 1n the office of 
paymaſter of corn premiums. 


51. Reſolved, That it is the opinion of this committee, that 
a ſum of 2o0/. be given to John Claudius Beresford, Eſq; in- 
ſpeRor-general of imports and exports, as a reward for his ex- 
Pence and trouble in preparing and making out the account of 
the imports and exports, for one year ending the 25th of March, 
1793, purſuant to the order of this Houſe. 


52. Reſolved, 'That it is the opinion of this committee, that 
a ſum of 7c. be given to Henry Smyth, deputy pay maſter of 
corn premiums, for his extraordinary trouble and expence in pre- 
paring accounts by him laid before this Houſe for one year, end- 
ing at Midſummer, 1793. | 


53- Reſolved, That it is the opinion of this committee, that 
a ſum of 200. be given to Paul Le Bas, examinator of corn 
premiums, on account of the great increaſe of his trouble in 
examining and keeping accounts of ſaid premiums, and for his 
expences in payment of clerks, in the year ending at Lady-day, 


1793. 


54. Reſolved, That it is the opinion of this committee, that 
a ſum of 24cl. be given to John Smart, deputy accountant-ge- - 
neral, for his extraordinary trouble this ſeſſion of Parliament, and 
ſuperintending the printing of the public accounts. 


55. Reſolved, That it is the opinion of this committee, that 
a ſum of 140/. be given to John Wetherall, firſt clerk in the 
office of the inſpector general of imports and exports, for his 
extraordinary trouble in making up the ſeveral accounts laid by 
him before this Houſe, and attending the Houſe this ſeſſion of 
Parliament. 


56. Reſolved, That it is the opinion of this committee, that 
a ſum of 140l. be given to John Swan, examinator of exciſe, 
for his extraordinary trouble and expence in preparing accounts 
for this Houſe. | FEY» 


57. Reſolved, That it is the opinion of this committee, that 
a ſum of 80. be granted to Elizabeth Molloy, for the additional 
expences incurred by her in the articles of coal asd candles, 
which ſhe is obliged to furniſh in the new buildings in the inter- 
val between this and the next ſeffion of Parliament. 


58. Reſolved, That it is the opinion of this committee, that 
a fum of 8221. 15s. 8d. be given to James King and Abraham 
Bradley King, printers to this Houſe, for printing and binding 
five hundred copies of the thirtieth volume of the journals, for 
the uſe of the members of this Houſe. . | 
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59. Reſolved, That it is the opinion of this committee, that 
a ſum of 303/. Ge. 84. be given to George Grierſon, printer to 
his Majeſty, for one hundred copies of the twelfth volume and 
twenty-five copies of the thirteenth volume of the ſtatutes at 
large, for the uſe of the members of this Houſe. 


60. Reſolved, That it is the opinion of this committee, that 
a ſum of 2000. be given for one year to the 25th day of March, 
1795, to the truſtees of the linen and hempen manufactures, to 
encourage the raiſing ſufficient quantities of hemp and flax in 
this kingdom. | | 


61. Reſolved, That it is the opinion of this committee, that 
a further ſum of 2000/. for one year to the 25th of March, 
1795, be given to the truſtees of the linen and hempen manu- 
factures, for the encouragement of the hempen and and flaxen 
manufactures in the provinces of Leinſter, Munſter and Con- 
naught. 


62. Reſolved, 'That it is the opinion of this committee, that 
a ſum of 14,0000. be given to the Incorporated Society, as a 
full proviſion for ſupporting the Proteſtant charter ſchools of 
this kingdom, for one year to the 25th day of March, 1795. 


63. Reſolved, That it is the opinion of this committee, that 
a ſum of 5ooc!l. be given to the governors of the foundling hoſ- 
pital and work-houſe, towards enabling them to pay off the 
debts by them contracted for the uſe of that charity, and to- 
wards ſupporting their neceſſary expences. 


64. Reſolved, That it is the opinion of this committee, that 
a ſum of goool. be given to the corporation for the relief of 
the poor in the city of Dublin, for the ſupport of the Houſe of 
Induſtry, in aid of charitable contributions, for one year to the 
25th of March, 1795. 


65. Reſolved, That it is the opinion of this committee, that 
a ſum of 1000. be given to the Hibernian Marine Society, to- 
wards ſupporting that charity. 


66. Reſolved, That it is the opinion of this committee, that 
a ſum of 2000/. be given to the governors of the Hibernian 
ſchool, for the ſupport of that charity. 


67. Reſolved, That it is the opinion of this committee, that 
a ſum of 50001, be granted to the Board of Firſt Fruits, for 
building new churches and rebuilding old churches in ſuch pa- 
riſhes, as no public divine ſervice has been performed in for 
twenty years laſt, and for encouragement of the building glebe 
houſes, on ſuch terms as they ſhall think fit. 


68. Reſolved, That it is the opinion of this committee, that 
a ſum of 5500/1. be given to the Dublin Society, for the im- 
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provement of huſbandry and other uſeful arts in Ireland; to be 
applied iu ſuch manner as ſhall be directed by Parliament. 


69. Reſolved, That it is the opinion of this committee, that 
a ſum of 10,350/. for one year to the 25th of March, 1795, be 
given to the truſtees of the linen and hempen manufaRures, to 
be by. them applied in ſuch manner as ſhall appear to them to 
be the molt conducive to promote and encourage the ſaid ma- 
nufactures; the ſaid ſum to be in the place and ſtead of a like 
ſum paid to them out of the produce of the duties on teas and 
coffee. 


70. Reſolved, That it is the opinion of this committee, that 
a ſum of 5000. for one year to the 25th day of March, 1795, 
be given to the corporation for paving, cleanſing and lighting the 
ftreets of Dublin, to be by them expended in paving, lighting 
and cleanſing the ſaid ſtreets; the ſaid ſum to be in the place 
and ſtead of a like ſum paid to them out of the produce of the. 
duties on carriages. | 


71. Reſolved, That it is the opinion of this committee, that 
a ſum of 2600. be given to the Weſtmorland Lock Hoſpital, 
towards ſupporting that charity. 


72. Reſolved, That it is the opinion of this committee, that 
a ſum of 200. be applied to defray the incidental expences of 
the board of treaſury, for one year to the 25th of March, 1795. 


73. Reſolved, That it is the opinion of this committee, that 
a ſum not exceeding 273/. 15s. be applied to pay Colonel Val- 
lency, after the rate of 157. per day during the time he ſhall be 
employed on a military ſurvey of this kingdom, in the year end- 
ing the 25th of March, 1795. 


74. Reſolved, That it is the opinion of this committee, that 
a ſum of 2500. be given to the Lord Chancellor and Chief 
Judges, towards building the courts of juſtice. 


To which reſolutions the Houſe ſeverally agreed. 


Frivay, FEBRUARY 7, 1794. 


The CranceLLort oF THe Excuxeuer obſerved, that it. 
had been uſual to thank the Speaker for his ſpeech to the Lord. 
Lieutenant on preſenting the money bills, but this had been 
omitted laſt ſeſſions on account of the adjournment of the Houſe. 
He therefore moved, that the thanks of the Houſe be given to. 
Mr. Speaker, for his excellent ſpeech on preſenting the money 
bills laſt ſeſſions, and that the ſaid ſpeech be printed; — both theſe 

motions were carried unanimduſly. : 
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SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 8, 1794. 


Mr. Mason made his report from the committee of ways 
and means; which was agreed to. 


Mr. NeviuLs brought in the bill for the improvement of the 
harbour of Wexford, and building a bridge over the Slaney; it 
was read a firſt time. | 


Mr. Worxt (Forenaughts) preſented a petition from the un- 
dertakers of the Shannon navigation to the falls of Killaloe, and 
a plan of the intended work ;—the prayer of the petition was 
for a charter of incorporation, and they offered to carry goods 


at one penny per ton per mile on the navigation, and a halfpenn 
per ton on the lake. 


This petition was referred to a committee. 


ho — — 22 


Monpav, FE RRUARY 10, 1794. 


Mr. Gaarrax, role not, he obſerved, for the purpoſe of making 
any motion. Some days ſince, he had preſented a petition on be- 
half of the weavers concerned in the cotton manufacture, the prayer 
of which was, to reduce the duty on the importation of cotton yarn 

to a par with that paid on importation of the ſame commodity into 
Great Britain. He was recently informed, that ſhould the propoſ- 
ed reduction of duty take place, though it might beneſit the 
weaver, it would in a very great degree prejudice the proprietors 
of cotton - mills; for his part, he had not yet formed an opinion 
upon this ſubject, which he wiſhed to have diſpoſed of in one way 
or other before the Houſe ſhould reſolve itſelf into a committee 
of ways and means. There was an order of the day for going 
into ſuch committee, which he hoped would be poſtponed; as it 
would preclude diſcuſſion upon a manufacturing queſtion. He 
then proceeded to ſuggeſt the idea to Government of reſorting 
to the means of eſtabliſhing independent companies, as in Eng- 
land, for the defence of the nation. He did not intend to pro- 
poſe any ſpecific motion; but wiſhed gentlemen to have it in 
_ contemplation. Laſtly, he propoſed the firſt open day for bring. 

ing forward the ſubje& of equalizing the duties as payable in 
Great Britain on the ſeveral articles of import and export, and 
of adjuſting the commerce of the two countries. It was under- 


ſtood, that Thurſday next was the day upon which the Houſe 
would enter upon the diſcuſſion, | e Se 


* 


23 PARLIAMENTARY LFsB. 10, 


A petition of underſigned proprietors of certain cotton-mills 
in this kingdom, whoſe names are thereunto ſubſcribed, was pre- 
ſented to the Houle and read; ſetting forth, that confiding in 
the growing proſperity of the cotton manufacture of this king- 
dom, which, under the patronage of the Houle, and with the 
aſſiſtance of conſiderable ſums which from time to time have been 
granted by Parliament for that purpoſe, petitioners have them- 
ſelves expended very great ſums in erecting cotton-mills and fur- 
niſhing the ſame with machinery; that their exertions have ſo 
far ſucceeded, that in the courſe of not more than ten years, 
many very great and conſiderable works of this nature, in which, 
as petitioners are ready to prove, a capital of one hundred thou- 
ſand pounds and upwards has been expended, have been erected 
in different parts of this kingdom ; that ſeveral new works are 
now erecting, and one of a very great and conſiderable extent 
has lately been completed in the neighbourhood of this metropo- 
liz; that the article of callicoes, forming the great branch of 
ſaid manufacture, as neceſſary to found and ſupply printing and 
ſtamping yards, it was thought proper by a& of Parliament to 
regulate the duties payable 7 jr the importation of the ſame, 
-which promoted the manufacture of callicoes to a great degree 
in this kingdom, and from thence many of petitioners were en- 
couraged to go the lengths they have done in and towards erect- 
ing ſaid cotton mills ; that from the number of ſpindles now at 
work, and alſo thoſe which, if 7 non by the cauſe herein 
after-mentioned will ſoon be at work, it can be demonſtrated the 
mills of this kingdom will ſpeedily be able to ſupply the whole 
demand wanting for every branch of the cotton manufaRure, 
ſave ſome of the fine numbers that may be required for the 
muſlin, lawn and kenting manufacture, which, though not at 
preſent, will ſpeedily be obtained from ſaid mills, if properly pro- 
reed, and by mule ſpinning, lately introduced and increafing 
in this kingdom; that from the late general and extroardinary 
ſtagnation of trade in England, warps and twiſt have been pour- 
ed into this kingdom in immenſe quantities, and ate now ſelling 
notoriouſly under prime coſt and upon long credit, and there be- 
ing at this time little or no demand in this kingdom for calli. 
coes and other goods requiring the produce of faid mills, peti- 
tioners muſt be under a neceſſity of diſcharging all the people em- 
ployed in ſaid mills, who are very numerous, and of all ſexes 
- and ages, from fix upwards, and wholly to give up their works 
and loſe the money funk in the fame, if the duty now payable 
upon the importation of cotton warps and water-ſpun twiſt be 
reduced; that the extenſive trade of the cotton manufacture in 
the ſiſter country has of late received ſo great a check as to oc- 
caſion an accumulation of all articles with them, and, in order 
to ktep up the price thereof at home, they find it their intereſt 
to ſead them into the Iriſh market, and ſell them under the 
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coſt, in ſuch a manner as threatens greatly to diſtreſs, if not 
wholly to annihilate, that manufacture in this Kingdom ; that 
petitioners are ready to prove, by inconteſtible evidence, that 
without ſuch duty to protect them, as now ſubſiſts, their mills 
cannot in future be employed, but muſt be abandoned, and many 
thouſands of men, women and children be turned out of employ, 
and with the mills muſt fall the cotton manufaQure of this 
kingdom ; as for the articles produced by them, the people of 
this kingdom muſt then be dependant on another country who 


may ſupply or withhold at diſeretion; and therefore praying 
relief. 


- 


The petition was referred to the conſideration of a com- 


The CHanceLLoR or THE ExCHEQUER thought the notice 
given by the right honourahle gentleman rather ſhort. As to 
the caſe of the cotton manufacturers, he had no objection to 
keep the committee of ways and means open until it ſhould 
be ſettled in the moſt adviſeable manner. But as to the ſuggeſ- 
tion of the eſtabliſhment of independent companies, he could 
wiſh that it had been made at the commencement of the ſeſſion, 
inſtead of then, when they were about to open the committee of 
ways and means. Whatever the ſyſtem was, it ought to have 
been propoſed before the ſupply was voted. He had the fame 
objection, the ſhortneſs of the notice, to enter upon the exten- 
ſive ſubject of the adjuſtment of the commerce of the two coun- 
tries, as it was not to be expected that gentlemen ſhould debate 
public queſtions when ſo ſuddenly brought forward, that no time 
was allowed for acquiring due information. 


Mr. Sec. DorGLas ſaid, that the ſuggeſtion of the right 
hon. gentleman, relative to the eſtabliſhment of independent 
companies, from its nature and importance, was certainly de- 
ſerving of the moſt ſerious attention; and he hoped, therefore, 


that it would be underſtood as under the conſideration of Go- * 
vernment, 


Sir L. Paxsoxs declared himſelf happy that the right ho- 


nourable gentlemen ſo fully coincided in opinion. He was pro- 
ceeding to ſpeak, when | | 
The SexAakzr informed Sir Laurence Parſons that he was out 
of order. The queſtion before the Houſe was, that the commit- 
tee on the cotton manufaQture ſhould be inſtructed to hear evi- 
dence on behalf of the proprietors of cotton mills. He put the 
queſlion accordingly ; which was agreed to. 


Sir L. Paxsoxs allowed the Speaker to be perfectly correct; 
but he chought it hard that when other gentlemen were heard, 
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not on the ſubje& of the cotton manufacture, but on the defence 
of the nation, that he ſhould he refuſed the ſame favour. The 
ſentiments of both gentlemen fully proved the poſition which he 
had laid down on a former night in the committee of ſupply, 
that Ireland was by no means in a proper ſtate of defence for re- 
. pelling a foreign invaſion. However gentlemen might differ 
upon abſtract political queſtions, however they might diſlike mi- 
niſters or their meaſures, the great point of putting the nation in 
a reſpectable ſtate of defence, was one in which they ſhould all 
unite. What elſe was there to which we look for protection for 
our lives, our properties, the conſtitution which we poſſeſs, or 
the government under which we live? The right hon. gentlemen 
might prefer the expedient of independent companies for the pur- 
pole of either augmenting the army or the militia ; he cared not, 
be ſhould concur in the means, provided the end which he had in 
view was likely to be accompliſhed. 


Mr. Sec. DovcLas denied that he had expreſſed any opinion 
whatever upon the ſuggeſtion of cftabliſhing independent compa- 
nics in this country. He conceived that they were to be officer- 
ed by the Crown, and that they were to be ſubje& to the ſame 
law as the militia forces. Conceiving the ſuggeſtion in this 
manner, he thought it his duty to hope that it would be under- 
| ſtood as under the conſideration of Government. 


The order for going into the committee of ways and means 
being read, 


The CHAaxnctELLOR Or THE ExcHequER obſerved, that he had 
not the pleaſure of ſeeing ſome of his friends in the revenue de- 
. partment near him, nor had he any opportunity of conſulting 
them upon many articles upon which their information might be 
highly neceſſary. He ſhould therefore move, that the order be 
diſcharged, and a new one ſubſtituted for to-morrow, when he 
' ſhould be able to let the Houſe and the nation know what the 
new taxes to be propoſed were.—Ordered accordingly. | 


Mr. VaxDELEvUR obſerved, that the committee to whom was 
referred an inquiry into the expenditure of 7000. by the Direc- 
tors of the Royal Canal, were cf opinion that the whole ſum had 
been expended, and though they might have objections to the 
- manner in which it was done, doubts had been entertained whe- 
ther they were competent to enter into the conduct of the parties 
concerned — He therefore moved, that the ſaid committee be 
- empowered to enquire into the conduct of the Directors of the 
Royal Canal, the ſtate of the docks, and the time likely to elapſe 
before the work ſhall be compleated, —Agreed to 
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A. bill for granting to his Majeſty, certain duties and rates 
upon the portage and conveyance of all letters and packets with- 
in this kingdom, was preſented, and read the firſt time. 


— — . — 
Tusspar, FEBRUARY 11, 1794. 


Mr. W. B. ConyxGnran faid, that previous to the Houſe go- 
ing into the committee of ways and means, he would ſubmit a 
few obſervations relative to the eſtabliſhing of light-houſes on the 
coaſts of Ireland. The perilous ſtate of the weſtern coaſt of 
Ireland has been long complained of by merchants. From the 
Copeland iſſands on the northern coaſt of this kingdom, all 
round the north · weſt coaſt, there was not a ſingle light-houſe ; 
ſo that mariners and merchants conſtantly expreſs their fears of 
trading to any of the ports lying on ſuch a dangerous ſhore. 
He thought if light-houſes were eſtabliſhed on the coaſts of Sligo, 
Galway and Kerry, that the trade of Ireland would be materi- 
ally benefited, and inſurance become conſiderably leſs on the 
merchants. At preſent, ſuch an unfavourable opinion is enter- 
tained of the north-weſt coaſt of Ireland, that veſſels trading thi- 
ther cannot obtain an inſurance at Lloyd's. The annual ex- 
pence of a light-houſe he eſtimated at 350). and he threw it out 
for the conſideration of the committee of ways and means, whe- 
ther the levying of a ſmall tax on the tonnage cf all ſhipping 
trading into Ireland, would not be a feaſible mode of accam- 
pliſhing this ſalutary object. 8 


The CHaxceLLor oF THE Exch raus ſaid, he was of opi- 
nion, that the building of light-houſes would be a very good re- 
gulation ; .and thought if a ſmall 'tax was levied on Britiſh and 
Iriſh veſſels trading into this kingdom, the obje could be rea- 
dily accompliſhed. At preſent, he faid, all foreign veſſels trad- 
ing hither are ſubje& to a duty of four-pence per ton; and he 
thought it but reaſonable, that Britiſh and Iriſh veſſels ſhould 
alſo be liable to a (mall tax, where their intereſts were fo imme- 
diately concerned. The collection of it, he ſaid, might, for 
greater facility, be intruſted to the collectors of the ordinzry re- 
venue, and the neceſſary works carried into execution by diſ- 


burſements from the Treaſury. 


Mr. VaxptLevr' thought the Houſe much obliged: to the 
right hon. gentleman who ſuggeſted this very neceflary regula- 
tion. The weſtern coaſt of Ireland, he ſaid, was moſt perilous to 
mariners—and the improvement propoſed would, he was ſure, 
benefit the merchants much by lowering the rates of freight and 
inſurance ; but if a new tax ſhould be levied for a particular pur- 


mw ol . * . "Wo 
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pole, he thought there ſhould be a diſtin& account kept of it, 
that if its produce ſhould exceed the ſum neceſſary, it might 
not be appropriated to other purpoſes, but a deduction made of 
the * A particular account might, he ſaid, be kept by 
the ordinary collectors, without at all joining it with the reve- 
nues, and the tax might thus be rendered exactly proportionate 
to the neceſſary expenditure.— He wiſhed, however, that in car- 
rying this plan into effect, ſome ſyſtem like that of the Trinity- 
houſe in London ſhould be adopted, and that the fund when raiſ- 
ed ſhould be appropriated to that particular uſe only. 


Mr. B. Coxvxcnan apprehended that the funds might be 
found at firſt too ſmall to carry it into execution, and therefore 
thought the plan propoſed by the Chancellor of the Exchequer 
ſhould be adopted. He had converſed, he ſaid, with perſons of the 
beſt information in England on the ſubject, and from what he had 
learned, conſidered the belt way of laying the tax would be on 
general principle. | 


The ChHaxctLLor or THE ExCHEQUER preſented, a bill to 
at to his Majeſty for one year, certain duties on fire hearths, 
in lieu of the duties formerly charged. 


— INT JSTOR m_m_n—_——_—_—_— 
WepnEsDAY, FEBRUARY 12, 1794. 


Mr. BexesrorD preſented a petition from the cotton ſpinners 
of Proſperous, in the county of Kildare, whoſe names are thereunto 
ſahſcribed, ſetting forth, that obſerving an account of a petition 
ta Parliament, purporting to be the prayer of a number of ma- 
nufaQurers carrying on the cotton buſineſs, praying that cot- 
ton yarn might be imported into this kingdom duty free, hath 
much diſturbed the petitioners minds, fearing the ſame might be 
attended to and carried into a law ; that the petitioners having 
expended the whole of their properties in buildings and machi- 
very for carrying on the buſineſs of ſpinning cotton yarn ; that 
there is in the town of Proſperous alone upwards of one thouſand 
touls, who derive their whole ſupport from the cotton manufac- 
ture, the greateſt part of whom are employed by the peti- 
tioners; that in conſequence of the great difference between 
the price of cotton wool here and in England, the petitioners 
labovr under a diſadvantage in that article alone equal to one- 
eighth part of the price of the raw material ; that providing 
the prayer of the ſaid petition be carried into a law the peti- 
tioners ſhould abſolutely loſe the amount of the ſums affixed 
U each of their names in the ſchedule annexed to the petition, 
which are the ſums they have expended, having had no advan- 
tage from the bufineſs this laſt year, but what originated through 
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ſuch protecting duties as now exiſt ; and therefore praying that 
ſaid duties, as they now ſtand, may continue; that vigilant of- 
ficers may be appointed to ſuperintend the different ſea · ports; 
true entries miy be made and returned of every ſpecies of ſpun 
cotton yarn, or cotton manufactured goods of every deſcription 
imported into this kingdom, believing that ſuch regulations be- 
ing adhered to, the cotton ſpinning and manufacture of cotton 
goods will continue to improve. 


This petition was referred to a committee. 


Mr. Sec. DoveLas thought it his duty to mention a circum- 
ſtanee in which the commercial part of the country was intereſted. 
The executive power in France, he faid, having thought proper to 
compel all perſons in that country having property in the funds 
of theſe kingdome, to aſſign that property to them, taking in 
place of it aſſignats at par, it was thought neceſſary in a neigh- 
bouring country to take ſome ſtep to meet this meaſure, and it 
would probably be thought expedient to do fo here alſo; the 
public being intereſted in this buſineſs, he thought it his duty to 
apprize them of it. 


Sir L. Paxsoxs wiſhed to know, whether the right hon. 
gentleman meant to bring forward any meaſure ſimilar to that 
alluded to by a right hon. gentleman, relative to independent 
companies; if he did, he would reſerve what he had to offer 
relative to the defence of the country, till that meaſure came 


forward. 


- Mr. Doveras ſaid, he had not pledged himſeif to do any 
thing on that ſubjeR, it appeared to him worthy of conſidera- 
tion, and it was now meeting that conſideration it deſerved; but 


he could not yet ſay he had made up his mind on the ſubjeR. 


Sir L. Paxsoxs agreed to poſtpone what he had to propoſe, 
until adminiſtration ſhould have decided—He cared not by what 
means the country ſhould be put into a ſtate of defence, if it 
was put into that ſtate; but he could not help ſaying, he thought 
miniſters were ſleeping over a volcano. 


The Houſe having gone into a committee of ways and means, 


The CHanceLLOR OF The ExcCHEQUER ſaid, the ſum to be 
raiſed by new taxes this year, was about 100,000/.—This was 
not the whole ſum to be provided for, but he thought it belt to 
propoſe no more this year. | 


The firſt tax he meant to propoſe, was an additional duty of 
9d. per barrel on malt, diminiſhing proportionally the duty on 
Vor. XIV. D 
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malt liquor, in order to throw the addition tax wholly on ſpi- 
rits.— The produce of this, he eſtimated would be 33,526/.— 
but he would take it at 30, cool. 


| : 1 
The next was a licence to malſters of 40s. per annum there 


are 2345 malſters; of courſe, the produce would be 4, 690ʃ. 
which he would take at 40000. 


He was induced to adopt this tax from having heard that on 
an average, thoſe people account with the revenue for malting, 
only about 50 or 60 barrels per annum, though they muſt neceſ- 
jarily malt a much greater quantity. 


Next tax would be an additional duty on teas. This, he ſaid, 
would be only reſtoring a revenue which was loft in conſequence 
of the fall of teas, for ſome years back, by which a good deal 
of that article came to be fold at a price ſo low, as exempted 
it from a duty it had formerly paid. The additional duty he 
meant to propoſe was, an halfpenny per pound on tea at two 
ſhillings, and three halfpence on tea at four ſhillings and upwards. 
The produce of this, he thought, would be 6000), 


An additional duty of 6d. per pack on cards, and 5s. on 
dice, would be 3,500/. 


Theſe were additional duties; another which he had to pro- 
poſe was new—a tax upon leather. He propoſed to lay one 
penny per pound on tanned leather, by which he was led to be- 
lieve, the quality of the leather brought to market would be 
much improved, as it would induce the tanners to bring their 
hides to market as dry as poſſible, and cleared of the uſcleſs parts 
which were now ſold with the hides. 


| The mode of eſtimating the produce of this duty was, by the 
quantity of bark imported, which is 150,000 barrels, each of 
which tans 48 pounds of leather, each barrel would then produce 
45. which, on the whole, would be 30,c00/. 


The eſſects of this tax on the trade he would wiſh to com- 
penſate hereafter, by allowing a bounty on the importation of 
bark, of about 16 or 18 pence per barrel; particularly on Ger- 
man and American bark, 


By preventing the frauds at preſent committed in collecting 
the 6 per cent duties, by perſons calling themſelves wholeſale 
merchants, who are not ſo, he eſtimated that a ſaving might be 
made of 6000/. 


Another new tax he meant to offer was one on receipts and 
bills of exchange. This he adopted becauſe, of all the late taxes 
in England, it was the leaſt complained of. The Engliſh tax on 
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bills of exchange was Gs. on bills under 5o/l. and 1s. on thoſe 
above that ſum ; he propoſed only the half of them, namely, 3d. 
on all bills under 500. and 6d. on all above. In England, bills 
under -40s. were excepted, he would except all under 1c/. and 
that when under 20. they ſhould only be 13d. On receipts, he 
propoſed 2d. on receipts for 2o/. and under, and 4d. on receipts 
for ſums exceeding 20/.: ſums under 10/. to be exempted. 
Thoſe two duties would be about 10,000]. and the ſum of all 
he had yet mentioned about 93,000/. For the deficiency of 
100,000/. he meant to lay an additional duty on carriages, in 
order to ſhew the people the Houſe was ready to tax themſelves. 
The advance he deſigned was two guineas on every four-wheeled 
carriage, which would make the whole duty fix guineas ; and 
on every two-wheeled carriage he would raiſe the preſent duty 
of 16s. 3d. to 11. 


If theſe were agreeable to the Houſe, he would now propoſe 
them, except that on leather, which he would poſtpone till ano- 
ther day, to give gentlemen time to conſider of it. If any 
gentleman could point out any efficient mode of taxation which 
would bear lighter than this on the people, he would moſt readily 
adopt it. 


Mr. Vaxbsrzus declared his hearty concurrence in voting 
taxes for the ſupport of the preſent war, which he conſidered a 
war for the preſervation of property and of ſocial government ; 
but he heartily diſapproved of that on leather, which, he ſaid, 
would bear principally and oppreſſively on the lower claſſes of the 
people, whereas, the war being a war for the preſervation of 
property, ſhould principally fall on thoſe who poſſeſſed property. 
Of the malt-tax he heartily approved, as levied on the immora- 
lity of the people ; he obſerved it was one of thoſe which a right 
hon. friend of his [Mr. Grattap] bad originally propoſed, all 
whoſe ideas originated in the pureſt principles, and at length 
came to be adopted. 

He then ſtated, that a reduction of the duties on foreirn ſpi- 
rits was abſolutely neceſſary to amend our revenue, which on 
thoſe articles had declined to a mere trifle, and to reſtore the 
trade to the fair trader, which the high duty has thrown into 
the hands of ſmugglers. The quantity of brandy imported 

In 1786, was $396,457 gallons, | 
1791 — 213,000 ditto, 
1792 — 142,00 ditto, 
1793 — 63,000 ditto. 
French brandy cannot now be imported, but in 1792, one half 
of the importation was ſrom Spain. Our rum trade has declined in 
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as great proportion. In 1786, the quantity of rum import- 
ed was 1, O33, doo gallons, 


In 1791 893,co0 ditto, 
702 6238, ooo ditto, 
1793 559,000 ditto, 


He propoſed to them to adopt the meaſures which had been ſo 
ſucceſsful laſt year with reſpect to tobacco; the duty had been 
reduced a third, and it was the only object where the revenue 
had riſen above the laſt year. A ſimilar meaſure had been adopt- 
in England at the inſtance of the reveaue committee, and attend- 
ed with the belt effects. 

He mentioned, that he conſidered the collection of the revenue 
as affording a large fund for a future ſupply. The commiſſion- 
ers of the treaſury, if they did juſtice to their own charaRers, 
would direct a ſtri& examination into the expenditure, and make 
every poſũble retrenchment. It appeared to him, that a ſaving 
of go, ooo. a year might be made. The collection of the reve- 
nue coſt, from 1750 to 1764, from nine to ten per cent.; from 
1754 to 1770, from elcven to thirteen; from 1770 to 1774, 
fourteen ; and in 1775, it roſe to ſixteen per cent. 

Now the expence of collection mult be proportionate to the 
amount of the revenue;—a great revenue can be collected at a 
Jower per centage, which makes the revenue of England coſt but 
ſeven per cent. But, though our revenue cannot be collected as 
cheap as that of England, yet it ought to be collected cheaper 
than that of 1960 ;—if then you collect it as cheap in 1760, 
the difference between ſixteen per ceut. its preſent expence, and 
ten per cent. that of 1760, will be on 1,500,000. a ſaving of 
90, oool. a fund ſufficient to carry on the war, without impoſing 

ew burthens on the people. | | 
He then propoſed a permanent, unalienable finking fund, as 
the only means of ſaving the nation from thoſe difficulties which 
have plunged France iuto her preſent fituation ; and enervated 
the arm of Holland, ſo as to make her a mendicant for protec- 
tion among the nations of Europe. | 


Sir L. Paxsoxs acceded to all taxes except that on leather, 
to which however he would alſo accede, if the common wear of 
the poor (brogues) could be exempted. s 


Mr. BextsrorD ſhewed, that the tax would operate benefici- 
ally for the poor, by l better leather. | : 

He replied to Mr. Vandeleur. to prove that the dearneſs of 
the collection of the revenue was owing to the officers being too 
few, and of courſe unable to prevent frauds, by which the reve- 
nue ſuffered a loſs of ten fold what was faved in the pay of offi- 
cers. Lowering the duty on foreign ſpirits, while additional 
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burthens were laid on our own, would, he thought, annihilate 
our own dittillery. 


The queſtion on the malt duty was now put and carried, 
when 


Colonel BrLaquitkt roſe and ſaid, he heard gentlemen talk 
much about the poor z—he would propoſe to gentlemen what 
would be a more eſfectual relief to them, than objecting to the 
tax on leather. Let every member of that Houſe ſend for each 
of his tenants who paid him under forty pounds a year, and re- 
fund him three ſhillings of his laſt September's rent. There was 
not a man among them, he ſaid, who, in caſe of commotion, 
could find fifty followers on his eſtate perfectly attached to the 
conſtitution. What had the poor to defend? Was it becauſe 
their landlord now and then gave them a dinner, or treated them 
civilly when he met them, that they ſhould be attached to him ? 
— He thought there was no way left but that which he propoſ- 
ed, to ſecure the kingdom. The French were meditating ſome- 
thing wicked ;—they talked of England, indeed, but did not ſay 
a word of Ireland, whence he inclined to believe it was this 
country they meant to viſit ;—half the nation were attached to 


them - [ Here, a cry of No! No!]—he would be right if he had 
ſaid more than half, 


He was called to order hy the Hon. Mr. Weſley and Mr. B. 
Conyngham, who ſaid, he did not think a man without any pro- 
perty or ſtake in the country, ſhould be thus permitted to hold 
up a ftandard of rebellion, by propagating the idea that the 


landlords of the country were oppreſſive. He knew no country 
where they were leſs ſo. 


Colonel Buaquitke explained, that he had no ſuch intention 
to call the landlords oppreſſive. 


Mr. VanouLevs ſuggeſted, that it would be equitable to lay 
a ſmaller additional tax on the carriages of thoſe who poſſeſſes 
but one, and to compenſate it by a greater tax on thoſe keej.. 
ing two. 

The CHANCELLOR OF THE ExcHFqQuUER denied that an ad- 
ditional tax of two guineas could be any inconvenience to a man 
keeping a carriage, but he was willing to lay a greater tax on 
thoſe who kept two.—He therefore moved, that the addi- 
tional tax on carriages of thoſe who kept two, ſhould be three 
guineas. 


The motion was agreed to. 


0 


The other motions were then put, and carried without further 
debate, after which the committee went throvgh ſome cf the or- 
dinary taxes. + 5s SES | | 


At 
* 


9g  PARLIAMENTARY| (Fun. 10, ty, 


Tnuxspar, FEBRUARY 13, 1794- 


Mr. BaxzixoToN moved for leave to bring in a bill to amend 
and explain an act paſſed in the 33d year of his preſent Majefty's 
reign, entitled, An act for the relief of inſolvent debtors, in 
reſpe& to the impriſonment of their perſons.” Leave given. 

He alſo moved for leave to bring in a bill to amend the law 
for allowing perſons to carry on the pawnbroking buſineſs. 


The Cuaxncklrox oF THE-ExcHEQUER obſerved, that al- 
. lowing perſons to carry on the buſineſs of a pawnbroker, ought 
to be made either a ſource of revenue, or be attended with leſs 
loſs to the poor who may have occafion to reſort to them for a 
temporary ſupply. 

He ſaid, that in other countries it was the ſtate that advanced 
money on pledges ;—and he hoped that the hon. gentleman would 
frame his bill in ſuch a manner as would anſwer either one or 
other of the purpoſes he mentioned. 


Mr, BaxzinGTon ſaid, that the buſineſs of pawnbrokers, as 
at preſent carried on, was ſeverely felt by the poor, and in many 
inſtances it could be proved, that the pawnbrokers had a profit 

of 100 per cent. 


Aſter ſome converſation, leave was given to bring in the bill. 


T7” — — — — 


Faipay, FEBRUARY 14, 1794. 
The Poſt-office bill read a third time, and paſſed. 


The Houſe then reſolved into a committee of ways and 
- means. 


The CHANCELLOR OF THE ExCHEQUER moved the new taxes, 

which were poſtponed for conſideration on Wedneſday ; and 
firſt, that of one penny per pound on the ſeveral various kinds 
of tanned leather. 


Mr. Ducuxax ſeid, be would be glad to know if the right 
hon. gentleman had calculated how heavily this tax would weigh 
on the poor of the country, and from what data he had eſtimat- 
ed the produce of it. To him it appeared, that it would pro- 
duce near three-fold as much as the right hon. gentleman had 
ſtated it at. | | 


The Cuanceiongy u Excurguen replied, that he had 
calculated the produce of the tax from the quantity of bark im- 
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ported, which was 150,000 barrels laſt year, each of which he 
had been informed tFnned 48 pounds of leather on an average; 
this would produce 30,000/. He allowed the other 5ooo!d. of 
the ſum at which he fixed the produce of the tax, for that leather 
which is tanned by Iriſh bark. He thought this a fair mode of 
calculating it; and as to the effect of the tax on the poor, he 
did think it would be very great; could he have found any 


efficient tax likely to oppreſs them leſs, he would gladly hav 
adopted it. ; 


Mr. Dvquery conceived that by this mode of calculation, 


the produce of the tax was very much under-rated, for it was 
only in towns near the coaſt that foreign bark was principally 
uſed in tanning; in the interior part of the country, the proceſs 


was chiefly carried on with Iriſh bark. The candour of the | 


right hon. baronet had allowed gentlemen time to conſider the 
nature of this tax; he had employed his time in examining what 
the probable preſſure of it on the poor might be. He had got 
a pair of ſhoes, ſuch as are commonly worn by the poor, weigh- 
ed, and found their weight to be zlb. oz. The weight of 
that ſpecies which is called brogues, he found to be ſomewhat 
lighter than the ſtrongeſt kind of ſhoes, they weighed but 2lb. 
40z. The tax on the leather in each pair of theſe, was there- 
fore at leaſt 24d.—tbis is the tax on the leather in its firſt ſlate, 
but the additional price on the poor man who conſumes will be 
much more. The leather will paſs firſt to the currier, who will have 
his profit; the leather-cutter will then have his, and finally, the 
ſhoe-maker. The right hon. gentleman muſt agree, that the tax 
on the primum of the manufacture will be enereaſed at leaſt two- 
fold, before it comes to the conſumer, who will thus be obliged 
to pay 4d. or 5d. additional on every pair of ſhoes or brogues 
he ſhall' wear. ; | 

It is a matter of pride in this country, ſaid Mr. Duquery, to 
wear ſhoes. When not able even to afford them fix days in the 
week, the family are dreſſed in ſhoes at leaſt on Sunday. He 
begged pardon of the right hon. gentleman oppoſite to him 
[Mr. Sec. Douglas] for explaining to him the poverty of the 
people of Ireland. The ſmalleſt family would therefore pay an- 
nually, not leſs than half a crown tax on ſhoe leather, and this 


in a country, where laſt year a very large proportion of them- 


were declared by the legiſlature unable to pay 2s. The tax was 
injudicious in another point of view, for it would fall on the poor 
in a greater proportion than on the rich. The bad and the good 


leather equally was fo pay this one penny per pound. Of the 


bad kind were made the ſhoes and brogues of the pogr.;—they, 
therefore, muſt wear faſter than thoſe worn by the richer people, 
and as the tax was on the weight, the pot muſt therefore pay a 


greater proportion than the opulent. The poor in the coutitry | 
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do not wear ſhoes every day—the poor of Dublin do ;—the tax 
therefore would be to them peculiarly diſtreſſing ; one good con- 
ſequence only would reſult from it, that of keeping the wretch at 
home by keeping him barefoot, and thus preventing him from 
being importunate in crying for relief. The right honoura- 
ble gentlemen had aſked, whether any gentleman had any other 
taxes to propoſe ? — For himſelf, he did not think himſelf a 
man of ſufficient weight in the Houſe to propoſe a tax; yet, 
if he might preſume, he would aſk why plated goods ſhould 
not be made an object of taxation in preference to leather? 
they were a luxury, a falſe and oſtentatious luxury. Why not 
tax French wines? What treaty could exiſt between theſe two 
kingdoms and one with which they are at war, which ſhould ſe- 
cure to the produce of that other an exemption from impoſt? 
Why not lay a tax of one ſhilling in the pound on penfions—on 
the ſalaries of ſinecure officers—on the many that are fed by the 
ſtate for doing very little? No man ſurely who derived from the 
public 500. or 1000. annually, could object to contribute 500 
or 1020 ſhillings for the ſervice of the public. 

Beſides the objections which he had already mentioned againſt 
this tax, there was another which waz of very conſiderable 
weight, and that was, that as much leather was made uſe of in 
the various occupations of huſbandry, this tax would operate 


againſt agriculture. 


The CaanctLLor or THE ExcHeQuUE ſaid, he was as ready 
as any man to agree to a tax on places of emolument, but did 
not ſee why profeſſional men ought not to contribute in that way 
as well as placemen, | Mr. Duquery expreſſed his readineſs to 
concur in the idea.) As for the tax now before the committee, 


he could not perſuade himſelf it was likely to preſs ſo heavy on 


the poor as the hon. gentleman had repreſented it. He was con- 


vinced that ſhoes did not weigh on an average as much as the hon. 
| gentleman had mentioned. Thin ſoles generally wore as well as 


thick, and there could be little doubt but when the leather was 
taxed by weight, means would be found to make it weigh much 
lighter than at preſent, by bringing it to market in a perfectly 
dry ſtate. The operation of the tax, he thought, would rather 
be to introduce improvement into the manufacture, than to raiſe 
the price of the material. He illuſtrated by ſtating a fact, that 
raw hides exported to England from hence, are manufactured 
there, pay double freight backwards and forwards, and a duty of 
an halfpenny per pound, and yet the Engliſhman, by his ſuperior 
mode of manufacturing, finds himſelf able to underſell the Iriſh- 
man in the Iriſh market. The circumſtance of the tax bearing in 
ſore meaſure on the poor, was no good argument againſt it, if 
we judge from the pratice of England, for their paupers are ne- 


' ver, Exempted” from faxes on the conſumption of any commo- 
dity in the misfortunes of the ſtate, men of every deſcription 
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muſt neceſſarily bear a ſhare. The hon. gentleman had talked of 
a tax upon French wines: at preſent, there were none coming 
in; and therefore ſuch a tax could not be productive. It would 
be improper too, becauſe we are now at war with France to forfeit 
a very advantageous treaty, by which we may again profit on the 
return of peace. Beſides, by the French treaty, the commerce 
between us and Portugal is regulated, and if the treaty. were 
violated in one inſtance, it could not hold in the other. Ia a 
word, he was convinced that tome diſcontent mult neceſſarily be 
expreſſed ſomewhere againſt every new tax: he had received this 
day many applications againſt all the newly propoſed taxes, but 
this was natural. He was nevertheleſs convinced, that this, of 
all other taxes, was the moſt likely to counteract its own ill effects, 
nay, in conſequence of the bounty. on imported bark, by which 
it was to be accompanied, he had hoped that leather, inſtead of 
being raiſed in price by the tax, would be lowered. As to the 
tax on plated articles, which had been mentioned, it was ſuch a 
one as would only lead to retaliation on the part of Great Bri- 
tain, from whence molt of the goods in that way are imported. 
Much had been ſaid of the propriety of taxing articles of luxury; 
he had been aſked frequently ſince Wedneſday, why he had not 
laid gol. a piece on carriages, inſtead of two guineas. There 
were two reaſons—firſt, becauſe the impoſition of extravagantly 
high taxes always counteracts itſelf ; and if he had laid an impo- 
fition ſo great on any article of luxury, it would be in a great 
meaſure given vp, and the tax would therefore become unproduc- 
tive, Another reaſon was, that his v-jeQ was to raiſe money for 
the ſtate, not to puniſh auy particular deſcription of men, or any 
particular enjoyment.— His duty was to procure caſh, not to pro- 
mote morality. If the circumſtances of the country ſhould at a 
future day be ſuch as would make it poſſible to diſpenſe with any 
of theſe taxes, no man would be more happy than he in removin 
them, but he could not help ſaying, there was little likelihoovd 
{uch a time would ſhortly art ive; there was indeed no probability 
of it until a ſyſtem of national education ſhould be adopted, and a 
ſinking fund eſtabliſhed for removing the public debt. BE 
. He concluded by obſerving, that the ſtrongeſt argument poſſi- 
ble in favour of this tax was, that at the time when he propoſed 
it, there was not a ſingle diſapproving voice in the Houſe. The 
hon. gentleman came now, for the firſt time, with information 
which he had acquired out of doors, to object to it. 


Mr. Dvquesr acknowledged that he did get his information 
out of doors, nor could he have acquired it dſe here: he was not 
bred to the buſineſs of tanning, and therefore could know nothing 
of the ſubje& but what be derived from the information of others, 
—He acknowledged: that the tax on plated goods might have 
ſome unpleaſant effects, if adopted, but was of opinion that the 


4+ 
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tax now in contemplation would be well changed for a tax on 
ſhoes when finiſhed, and above the value of ſix ſhillings—He 
thought a tax on hats of a certain price would alſo be eligible; and 
as a tax on profeſſional men had been alluded to, he had no ob- 
jection to it—he would approve molt heartily of a tax on full-bot- 
tom wigs, whether on profeſſional men or others. 


Mr. SauxDeRs conceived that there could be no better tax 


thought of—one which would be more productive, or leſs invi- 
duous—than one on abſentecs. 


Colonel Buaquitre ſaid he had ſome taxes to propoſe, which 
he thought would meet much better countenance from the Hovſe 
than what he had advanced the other night—theſe were ftamp 
taxes on hats, proportioned to their price, which he moved. 


The CHaxctLLoR oF THE ExcHEQUER appeared very wil- 
ling to take theſe taxes; and the queſtion on them was put, when 


* 


Mr. Ga Avpox enquired whether he would take them in lieu 
of that on leather. 


Tbe Cuaxckrrox or THe Exchrœurx ſaid he would have 
0 objection, if the tax were likely to be productive he deſired 
it might be tried for a year, and if it ſhould be found to produce, 
he would have no objection to taking it for ſome other leſs op- 
preſſive —at preſent, he could not think of giving up a tax, 
certainly productive, for an uncertain one. 


Mr. Gzavpox would acquieſce in no tax deſigned to be added 
to thoſe already brought forward by the ſervants of the crown, 

The tax now propoſed he thought the worſt that could poſſibly 
be offered, as it was laid on a manufacture already declining j— 
it was declining, becauſe for ſeveral years, except the laſt two, 
the import of tanned leather had encreaſed ;—the Engliſh have 
taken our hides, manufactured them, ſent them back, and yet 
been able 0 underſell us in our markets. The impoſition of a 
new tax on the manufacture thus declining, will tend ftill more 
to weaken and embarraſs it, while an equal impoſt on the flou- 
riſhing manufacture of England will not affeR it. Had the bounty 
on bark, which was now offered, been given ſome years ago, 
when it was earneſtly ſolicited and refuſed, it would have bene- 
fired—preſerved—the manufacture; it now came too late when 
the manufacture was not able to bear it. 


Mr. BztresFoRD read ſome abſtracts, to ſhew that the manu - 


fature was not in the declining (tate in which it was repreſented 
to be. 
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Mr. VANnDELEvus ſpoke againk the tax, on the ground that it 
would prevent men of property from engaging in the tanning bu- 
fineſs, where large property was eſſential, by ſubjecting them to 
the odious vilits of the exciſe officer. | 

He would propoſe a tax (if the Chancellor would promiſe not 
to add it to the one he complained of) which would be more 
productive, would not bear on the poor, and would be more ca- 
ſily colleted—it was a tax of two ſhillings on all houſes with more 
than one hearth. He ſhewed the ſuperior excellence of this tax, 
and was anſwered by the 


The CHANCELLOR or THE ExCHEQUER, who feared this tax 
would not be ſo productive as the hon. gentleman hoped—as 
people, having houſes with only two hearths, would, be induced 
probably to ſhut up one of them, in order to avoid as well this 
tax as the encreaſed hearth-tax of laſt year, and thus, inſtead of 
gaining by this tax, the country would loſe by it.. He thought 
too, that it would not be conſidered as quite equitable, that the 
greateſt houſes in the kingdom ſhould pay no more than the leaſt. 
As to the feelings of the people an the ſubject of this, it did not 
occur to him that they would be ſo fore as gentlemen wiſhed to 


repreſent them. The people were generally well affected, and 
not to be irritated by ſuch circumſtances. | | 


Colonel BLASER E having withdrawn his motion, the pro- 
poſed tax of the Chancellor was agreed to by the committee. 


He then proceeded to move the tax on bills of exchange, pro- 
miſſory notes, & c.— 6d. on every bill and note at and over gol. ; 
3d. for every one over 10. and under 50/.; 15d. for every one 
under 10l.; with an exemption of thoſe under 54. | 


Mr. BacwELL wiſhed to know whether bankers notes were 
included in this general deſcription. 


The CHanceLLor oF THE Exc could not yet give 
a determinate anſwer to this queſtion. There would be various 
exceptions in the bill, and all the exceptions in the Englith act 
| ſhould be adopted. Nothing, however, ſhould be done by ſur- 
prize. | 

The tax was agreed to by the committee. He then moved 
the receipt tax—viz. 2d. on every receipt for a fum above 10. 
and under 20/,; and 4d. for every receipt for greater ſums. 


—c owl. 


SaTurDay, FEBRUARY 15, 1794. 


A petition of the manufacturers concerned in the cotton ſpin- 
ning bulineſs of the city of Dublin and its vicinity, whoſe names 
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are thereunto ſubſcribed, was preſented to the Houſe and read; 
ſetting forth, that they have been much alarmed by ſeeing in the 
votes of the Houſe of Commons a petition of certain muſlin ma- 
nufacturers, callico printers and importers of ſpun cotton, pray- 
ing that cotton yarn of whatever denomination may be admitted 
from Great Britain into this country, duty free ; the petitioners 
have expended at ſundry times a principal part of their properties 
in buildings and machinery, being encouraged thereto by bounties 
.and duties, whereby in a few years they have brought the ſpin- 
ning branch of the cotton manufacture to a conſiderable degree of 
perfection; that if Parliament continues that foſtering aid, pro- 
tection and encouragement, hitherto experienced by this rifing 

branch of manufacture, they have no doubt, from the number of 
' mills and other machinery lately erected and now ereRing in ſe- 
veral parts of this kingdom, peculiarly adapted for the purpoſe 
of ſpinning fine yarn (the only article the petitioners apprehend 
there has been any reaſon to complain of) they will be able in a 
ſhort time fully toYſupply this market; that the petitioners, have 
on a moderate calculation, expended in machinery upwards of 
30, oool. (excluſive of buildings) which have employed above four 
thouſand perſons, on whoſe labour eight thouſand more depended 
for ſupport ; that two-thirds of their machinery are now idle, and 
have been ſo upwards of twelve months paſt, and they fear the 
remainder will be totally unemployed if the prayer of the petition 
for taking off the duty on cotton yarn be complied with ; that 
the difference between the price of cotton wool here and in Eng- 
land, being on an average about one-eighth in favour of the Eng- 
liſh ſpinner, he is thereby enabled, though m_ to the duty of 
ten per cent, to meet the Iriſh in their own market; and therefore 
praying the Houſe to take the premiſes into conſideration, aud 
continue the preſent duties on cotton yarn. X 


Ordered, That the ſaid petition be referred to the committee 
appointed to take into conſideration the petition of the other cot» 
ton manufacturers. i 


An engroſſed bill for granting to his Majeſty for one year the 
duties therein mentioned on fire-hearths, in lieu of all duties pay- 


able on the ſame prior to or during the ſaid term, was read the 
third time and paſled. | 


A bill for granting for one year the ſeveral duties therein men- 
tioned in lieu of all other duties payable upon the articles therein 
ſpecified during the ſaid term, and for continuing the effect of the 
treaty of commerce and navigation ſigned at Verſailles on the 
26th day of September, 1786, between his Majeſty and the Moſt 
Chriſtian King, and for regulating the trade between this king- 
dom and his Majeſty's colonies, and for other purpoſes therein 
mentioned ; was received, and read the firſt time. 
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Monvpar, Fznruary 17, 1794- 
No debate. 


TvursDay, FeBrvary 18, 1794. 


Mr. ATTorxey GENERAL preſented a bill to prevent the mo- 
ney and effects of perſons reſident in France, now in the hands of 
his Majeſty's ſubjects, from being applied to the uſe of perſons 
exerciſing the powers of government in France, and for preſerv- 


ing the property for the individual owners thereof. —It, was read a 
firſt time. 


The committee of ways and means fat again; when the Chan- 
cellor of the Exchequer moved, 


1. A double duty on deals and balks imported, which ſhall 
be of double the ſcantling of that which now pays duty; as he 


thought it unjuſt that a double length and thickneſs ſhould pay 
only the ſame duty with a ſingle. | 


2. A duty of one penny per pound on all leather imported 
from Great Britain. 


3- A duty of three half-pence per pound on all leather im 
ported from any other country. 


4. A duty of three pence per pound on all Britiſh or other 


leather imported, that ſhall be imported manufactured into boots 
or ſhoes. | 


But to counter - balance the tax on our manufacture of leather, 
a bounty of 25. a barrel will be paid on the importatiog of bark 


from any part of Europe; and of 3s. per barrel if imported from 
America. | 


5. A duty of one penny per ton on all ſhips and veſſels (ex 
cept coaſters) that ſhall enter any port of Ireland, except Dub- 


lin.— This tax to be appropriated to the erecting light-houſes on 
the ſea coaſts, | | 


Immediately after the report from the committee of ways and 
means, Sir L. Parſons drew a melancholy picture of the preſent 
dangerous ſtate of the nation, both as to want of artillery and 
diſciplined troops, for which he arraigned the miniſtry, whoſe 
only object, he ſaid, was to keep from the knowledge of the na- 
tion its real defenceleſs ſtate. He detailed, on the other hand, the 


varal force of France, and ſundry other matters. 
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Mr. Secretary DovcLas replied, and defended the admi- 
niſtration from the charge of ſupineneſs or deception. He ſaid 
he had in contemplation the idea mentioned ſome days ſince 
on the other fide of the houſe, namely, the raiſing independent 
companies. | 


Sir L. Paxsoxs then declared than he would bring forward, 
to-morrow, a ſpecific motion. | 


Mr. Corey beſought the hon. baronet not to agitate in the 
houſe, on a point that could not only do no good, but might be 
productive of much hurt, if the buſineſs went abroad. We either 
were or were, not in a ſtate of proper defence. If we were proved 
to be in a full ſtate of force, the motion would be futile; and 
if we were not, a knowledge of our condition would only ſerve 
to invite an invalion. The beit meaſure would be to com- 
municate in private any idea or intelligence he had, and they 
would be then of real utility, and meet with every reſpect and 
attention. 


1 
3 —— 
# 


WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 19, 1794. 

A petition of the Company of Undertakers of the Grand Ca- 
nal, under their common ſeal, was preſented to the Houſe and 
read; ſetting forth, that in the 1772 the petitioners were in- 
corporated for the purpoſe of making a canal from the city of 
Dublia to the river Shannon, and are now proſecuting that great 
work with the utmaſt diligence, and expect to accompliſh the 
ame within three years; that previous to the incorporation of 
the Petitioners, certain public commiſſioners, under the autho- 
rity of Parliament, expended very conſiderable ſums of the public 
money to complete the navigation of the ſaid river Shannon from 
the city of Limerick to the ſource thereof, and a power was veſt- 
ein them by law to levy certain tolls on all boats paſſing on the 
laid giver; and it was enacted, that no other toll ſhould be paid 
for navigating the ſame, ſave ſuch as was appointed under. the 
ſaid act, and that ſuch toll ſhauld be applied in repairing and 
keeping up the ſeveral locks and other works which ſhould be 
made upon tke ſaid river, and to no other uſe, intent or purpoſe 
whatſoever ; that when the petitioners were incorporated, and 
ſaid commiſſioners were procceding in the completion of the navi- 
cation of the ſaid river at the public expence, and the petitioners 
undertook the ſaid canal in confidence, that when the ſame ſhould 
communicate with the ſaid river, they ſhould find the ſaid river 
rendered completely navigable at the public expence, and free 
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from any tolls, ſave ſuch as were applicable to and neceſſary for 
keeping the ſame in repair; that a petition having lately been 
preſented to the Houſe to veſt the navigation of the ſaid-river from 
Lough Allen to Killaloe in certain perſons therein named, on 
the terms of granting them the right of receiving one penny a ton 
a mile tolls on the river, and a farthizg a ton a mile on the lakes, 
the petitioners made oppoſition thereto, and informed the com- 
mittee, to which 'the ſaid petition was referred, that notwith- 
ſanding the juſt reaſon which the petitioners had to expect, that 
on finiſhing their canal they ſhould find the navigation of the ſaid 
river completed at the public expence and free from tolls, yet, 
that under the preſent circumſtances, the petitioners were ready 
to make to the Houſe a propoſal for compleating the navigation 
thereof more advantageous to the public than that which was then 
before the ſaid committee; in conformity to which the petitioners 
are willing, and now propoſe, to undertake the completion of the 
ſaid navigation from Killaloe to Lough Allen within ſeven years, 
on the following terms, viz. that they ſhall have a right of levy- 
ing tolls not exceeding one penny per ton per mile on the river, 
but no tolls on the lakes; that turf, marle, lime, limeſtone-gra- 
vel, and other manures, be toll free on the rivers as well as 
lakes, and that no more than one ſhilling per ton be collected 
on coals, culm or iron ore for any diſtance thoſe articles may be 
carried on the ſaid river Shannon, provided the ſame ſhall be 
afterwards carried twenty miles on any canal or navigation lead- 
ing to the city of Dublin; and that pleaſure boats, regiſtered 
as ſuch, do paſs tull free, except at the locks, where they ſhall 
pay ſix- pence for every time they paſs the ſame; and the peti- 
tioners having been informed, that the perſons preſenting the 
aforeſaid petition had propoſed, that the tolls to be made pay- 
able to them ſhould be ſubje& to redemption by Parliament, on 
payment of the ſums they ſhould expend thereon, and intereſt, 
(excluſive of the tolls they might in the intervals receive) toge- 
ther with a further ſum of 25,00c/. as a bounty for their riſk, 
the petitioners now alſo propoſe, that the tolls above-mentioned 
ſhall be ſubject to redemption by Parliament, or by the Lime- 
rick Navigation Company, or by the Royal Canal Company, on 
payment to the petitioners of the ſums they ſhall expend on the 
ſaid navigation, and intereſt, not exceeding the priucipal ſum of 
60,0co/l. (excluſive of the tolls they may in the interval receive) 
at any period within three years after the complction of the ſaid 
navigation, and without any bounty or conlideration for their 
tſk, provided the ſaid tolls to be levied on the river after ſuch 
redemption ſhall not exceed one-eigbth part of the tolls to be fo 
granted to the petitioners, and that ſuch one-eighth part ſhall 
not exceed in the whole fix-pence a ton for any diſtance ; and 
the petitioners beg leave to repreſent, that when the canals now 
making by the Limerick Navigation Company from Killaloe to 
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Limerick, and by the petitioners from Dublin to the Shannon, 
ſhall be completed, the completion of the navigation of the ſaid 
river from Killaloe to Lough Allen, will moſt eſſentially tend to 
the advancement of the agriculture, commerce and manufactures 
cf this kingdom, inaſmuch as the neighbourhood of the ſaid 
rirer abounds with collieries, mines of iron of ſuperior quality, 
fire-ſtone, fire-clay, pipe. clay for potteries, and quarries of mar- 
ble and (late, and the ſaid river for an extent of one hundred 
and thirteen miles fiom Lough Allen to Killaloe, (excluſive of 
the rivers Bruſna, Suck, Inney, Carnlin, Curnadoe, Boyle, 
and various other off. branches to the adjoining counties) paſles 
in the centre of the kingdom through ſome of the moſt fertile 
diftrias of Leinſter, Connaught and Munſter, moſt part of 
which at preſent are uncultivated, the expence of land carriage 
rendering agriculture lefs profitable to the farmer than paſtur- 
age; and the petitioners are not deſirous of making any other 
profit or advantage to themſelves by undertaking the navigation 
of the ſaid river, ſave that which may reſult to their ſaid canal, 
if the (aid river ſhall, by parliamentary redemption or otherwiſe, 
become toll free; and, therefore praying the Houſe to take the 
Premiſes into conſideration, and to act therein as to the Houſe 
ſnall ſeem meet. 


The petition was referred to the conſideration of a com- 
mittee. 


The American trade-bill was preſented, and read a firſt time. 


Mr. Sec. DoverLas informed the Houſe, that, in purſuance 
of the wiſhes of a right hon. gentleman, he had beſtowed ma- 
ture conſideration on the propriety of enabling his Majeſty to 
raiſe independent regiments for the defence of this kingdom, 
and having canſulted his Majeſty's ſervants, he could now deter- 
mint, that ſuch a meaſure is now—* not neceſſary.” 


Sir L. Parsoxs ſaid, that he had given notice, that he would 
briag forward a ſpecific motion on the putting this kingdom in 
a complete ſtate of defence ; but on conſulting with ſeveral gen- 
riemen, and hoping what had paſſed already in the Houſe on that 
ſubjz&, had rouſed the attention of both the miniſtry and the 
country gentlemen, he would now relinquiſh his intended motion. 


— — em — 


Tuunxsbav, FrBRVUARY 20, 1794. 


Mr. GraTTANy after ſame preliminary obſervations reſpecting 
the cuſtoms payable on Iriſh manufactures when imported into 
England, and on Britiſh manufaQures when imported into Ire- 
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land, moved to reſolve, that it would tend to the advantage of 
both kingdoms, if Iriſh manufactures ſhould be admiſſible into 
Britain according to the tariff ſettled in Ireland, for duties pay- 
able on the importation of Engliſh commodities. He faid, it 
was his firft idea to have moved an addreſs to the Crown for this 
purpoſe, but it would be more reſpectful to the Houſe to bring 
it on in the preſent form. | 


Mr. Sec. DovGLas paid many compliments to the abilities 
and patriotiſm of Mr, Grattan, but was too recent an inhabitant 
of this kingdom to have acquired ſuch a knowledge of its com- 
merce, to be able to debate a motion of ſuch importance; beſide, 
he thought the preſent time rather unfit to agitate a matter that 
might tend to irritate, and by the paſt conduct of Great Britain 
it appeared, that ſhe was cordially affected to Irdand, and might 
of herſelf do every thing that this motion required, For theſe 

reaſons, he moved the queſtion of adjournment. wb. = 


The Cnaxczrrox or THE ExcHEqQUER expreſſed his hearty 
acquieſence with the principle of the motion, which ſeemed to be 
admitted unanimouſly by the whole Houſe. He inſtanced, as a 
proof of the good-will of Great Britain, the conſtruction of 
the navigation act, according to the wiſhes of Ireland: he agreed 
with the motion of adjournment. 2 


Mr. Dvavexy ſaid, the right hon. gentleman who had pro- 
poſed the reſolution had brought it forward with that temperance, 
and accurate knowledge of the ſubject, becoming the repreſenta. 
tive of the firit city in the kingdom. The right hon. member 
was one who deſerved the gratitude of the country, and he was 
ſure no idle compliment from either one fide of the Houſe or 
the other would make him ſwerve from his duty. But he pro- 
feſſed himſelf aſtoniſhed at the conduct of a right hon. gentle. 
man on the oppoſite fide of the bench [ Sec. Douglas] in moy- 
ing the previous queſtion, on a propoſition for opening the ports 
of Great Britain to the manufacture of Ireland. He was forry 
it did not occur to the noble lord who preceded bim in office, 
to move the previous queſtion on the India bill, He was ſure 
none of the members who attended the debate on that bill, could © 
forget the expreſſions of the noble lord, then oſtenſible minifter— 
that if the Houſe conſented to the act like men of honour, and 
like Iriſnmen, he was ſure Britiſh magnanimity would not heſi- 
tate to concede equality of commerce. He recollected well the 
noble lord ſaid, that he could not deliver the ſentiments of the 
Britiſh cabinet on the ſubject, but if, in our conceſſion of the 
India trade, nothing of a petty bargaia ſhould appear, he was 
ſure every reaſonable requelt of Ireland would be acceded to by 
Great Britain. The right hon. gentleman: who has ſucceeded 
him, now tells the Houle, the queſtion has become irritating in 


Vor. XIV. 
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the ſiſter country ; Great Britain, however, was not irritated 
when we ſurreadered up to her the India trade. 

Will any man tell that Houſe, that Great Britain is of ſo 
haughty a character, that ſhe muſt be fawned upon, and court- 
ed to do juſtice ?—He did not blame, he ſaid, the right hon. 
gentleman for moving the queſtion of adjournment.—From his 
manner, he ſeemed to do it with regret and concern. He con- 
ſidered him only as the {commiſhoner of the Britiſh cabinet, in 
whoſe councils he did not ſhare, and who is only to execute their 
orders as directed. It would be therefore unjuſt to attach any 
blame to him. If the Houſe ſhould accede to the reſolution, we 
would not thereby get the Britiſh tariff: it muſt be conſidered 
firſt by the parliament of England; and if it appeared improper 
to them, they would ſtop it in Yimine. In voting for the reſolu- 
tion, the Houſe would give to the Britiſh parliament an oppor- 
tunity of diſcuſſing the queſtion, and of expoſing that commer- 
cial folly, which it was faid exited. He thought, therefore, 
they ought not to adjourn the queſtion, until a comprehenſion of 
mind was reſtored to the people of Great Britain, | 

He did not doubt, he ſaid, but Great Britain had a regard 
for Ireland: ſhe ought to have it. If ſhe had been formerly im- 
preſſed with the ſame ſentiments, ſhe would at the prefent day 
be the moſt powerful empire on the earth. At that inauſpicions 
period, when the woollen trade of Ireland was ſurrendered to 
Britiſh monopoly, there were but 34 gentlemen in this Houſe to 
come forward in behalf of their country: and if the Houſe 
ſhould this night vote for the queſtion of adjournment, he did not 
think they would be much better. He could not help impreſſing on 
the mind of the right hon. gentlemen the injuſtice of admitting 
France to commercial advantages from which Ireland is excluded. 
To give, he ſaid; an idea of the commercial diſadvantages under 
which Ireland labours, in her intercourſe with England, it might 
not be unneceſſary to ſtate a few items from the tariffs of both 
countries, How then ſtand the tariffs on woollen cloths, or what 
is called old drapery In Great Britain, there is an import duty 
of 27. os. Gd. per yard on Iriſh woollens ; while the duty on Eng- 
Eſh woollens imported into Ireland, amounts to no more than 
5 d. per yard! —On woellen ſtuffs and mixed goods, or what is 
called yew drapery, the ſame ſyſtem of hoſtility to the manufac. 
tures of Ircland has been followed by the parliament of Great 
Britain. The import duty from Ireland into England is 67. per 
yard ; and from Great Britain here, only 13d. Cotton goods 
were admitted here at a duty of 10 per cent.—in England the 
the duty is 30 per cent. Printed linens, notwithſtanding all 
that is ſaid of the protection afforded by Great Britain to the 
linen manufacture of Ireland, are ſubje& to an import duty there 
of 65 per cent. while here they are admitted at 10 per cent. 
One manufacture bas been conſidered ſufficient for upwards of 
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four millions of people; but he would beg to know, was not ſuch 
a diſproportion of duties calculated to deſtroy even that ? Ireland 
had not, he ſaid, been more than thirty years in poſſeſſion of the 
manufacture of printed linens, when England laid on a heavier 
duty, to enable her to rival us.— After trying the experiment, fhe 
found ſhe could not; and the conſequence was, that the trade went 
into the hands of the Germans, the Hollanders, and the Swiſs. 
Thus the trade was lolt to lreland, without being the ſmalleſt 
advantage to Great Britain. The manufacture of ſail-cloth in 
like manner, was riſing in this country, about the year 17509, 
to a very flouriſhing ſtate, until checked by the monopolizing 
ſpirit of England; which, however, has not been productive to 
the latter nation of any advantage. So that .Irgland might, 
with ceſpect to theſe particulars, tell Great Britain, you have 
„ robbed us of that which nonght enriches you, but makes us 
poor indeed.“ * | 
| He obſerved that when, in the year 1785, this nation was 
given to underſtand that a commercial adjuſtment with Great Bri- 
tain was about to take place, 140,000. annvally, of new taxes, 
were impoſed on that preſumption; and to this day the nation 
remains without any equivalent. We cheerfully acceded, lait 
ſeſſions of parliament, to the monopoly of the India Company for 
21 years, and at that time the noble lord who conducted the af. 
fairs of government, ſaid the accommodation ſhould take place. 


Mr. Duquery having made a ſhort pauſe, and Mr, J. C. Be- 
resford having called out © Queſtion, queſtion,” | 


Mr. Duquery proceeded, and ſaid, he made no doubt but 
ſome gentlemen would be highly gratified that the ſeſſions ſhould 
paſs over without any debate; theſe might, however, find them- 
ſelves diſappointed. Nations, he ſaid, were born to aſſiſt nati- 
ons, in like manner as men were born to aſſiſt men: and the 
more exactly Great Britain and Ireland ſquared their reciprocal 
commercial and political intercourſe by this maxim, the more proſ- 
perous would be the common affairs of both. —England was peculi- 
arly adapted to the manufacture of fine woollen cloths, and might, 
therefore, leave to Ireland the advantages on courſe woollens. It 
begins now to be known, that the ſpirit of monopoly is as inju- 
rious to trade, as that of conqueſt is to the happineſs of ſociety. 
It is better for mankind to afhilt each other, than deſtroy each 
other. The tendency to the former is natural to the humau 
heart, and is done by the wiſdom of God; the latter proceeds 
only from the depraved policy of man. The conſequence of de- 
priving Ireland of the woollen manufature was to throw that 
trade directly into the hands of France, to the detriment of 
Great Britain. And Sir Matthew Decker, than whom no 
higher authority on the ſubject of trade can be adduced, is of 

opinion, that the rivalry of France would not have become ſo 
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formidable to Great Britain, but for the reſ̃rictions laid on the 

woollen trade of Ireland; and if the two nations would not ſuf. 
fer themſelves to be divided in ſentiment on account of the nar- 
row gut of ocean which ſeparates them, they would both become 
more great and proſperous. This ſeffion a great ſubſidy had, he 
faid, been voted to Great Britain, for the purpoſe of carrying 
on the war with the greater effect.— Are we then to be joined in 
war with Great Britain, but excluded from her commerce: 
The linen manufaQure may, perhaps, be ſufficient for Ulſter 
but is Munſter to droop in poverty ?—He entertained too high 
an opinion of the Britiſh miniſters, to think they would yield to 
the folly of the manufacturers, or be thereby induced to poſtpone 
meaſures, that they muſt be convinced are for the common inte- 
reſt of the empire. When a commercial adjuſtment was in dif- 
cuſſion in the year 1785, the Britiſh manufacturers only menti- 
oned their doubts to the miniſtry, with reſpect to the manufac- 
tures of glaſs, pottery, and a few other trifling articles. He 
would be glad to know what new circumſtance had produced the 
preſent alleged irritation ? The reſolution propoſed by the right 
Low. gentleman did not go to agitate any political queſtion, It 
went only to procure the Britiſh duties to be lowered to the lriſh 
tariff, which muſt be finally adjuſted in the parliament of Great 
Britain. And he thought that in voting the reſolution, we were 
but doing our duty as the repreſentatives of Ireland. 


Mr. VanpeLEvs ſaid that the year 1779, when this queſtion 
was firſt brought forward, was a period of more anxiety to Great 
Britain than the preſent. The right hon. gentleman may, there- 
fore, be under no apprehenſion to permit the queſtion to go before 
the Britiſh Parliament. It cannot prove irritating to any Britiſh 
manufaQurer of underſtanding. woollen trade of Ireland being 
now reduced to a very low ſtate, he could not believe the aſſertion 
founded, that the agitation of the preſent queſtion had cauſed 
irritation in the peaple of Great Britain ;—but if it had, it 
_ ought to be finally ſettled.—Since the trade of Scotland had 
been relieved from reſtrictions, a new manufacture had ariſen in 
that country without injuring the trade of England; and if the 
rellrictions were taken off the Iriſh trade, the ſame thing might 

happen bere.—Since 1779, when the firſt relaxation of the com · 
"mercial reſtraints of Ireland took place, the manufaQures of 

England had entered here in greater quantities than ever: fo 
that, inſtead of being diſadvantageous to Great Britain, it has 
been beneficial. —The yearly amount of the Britiſh manufactures 
imported here at that period amounted only to 320,c00/. where- 
as laſt year they amounted to 800,c00/. The opening therefore 

of the ports of Ireland to export her manufactures, has ſerved 
land waterially. After ſome obſervations, he concluded 


with ſaying, that if the right hon. gentleman would ſatisfy the 
Houſe, that he would ſubmit the caſe to the Evgliſh Govern- 
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ment, he would be ſatisfied ; otherwiſe he would vote for the 
queſtion. | | 


Mr. PownsonBy, Mr. Coka Au, and Mr. Bxooxs ſupported 
the motion for paſſing the reſolution ; and the queſtion being 
loudly called for, WES: 

Mr. GraTTAN ſaid, that as both ſides of the Houſe ſeemed 
perfectly ſatisfied of the juſtice and propriety of the accommoda- 
tion ſought for, he would not therefore divide the Houſe on the 
queſtion, as it might imply a diſtraction of ſentiment, which 
did not exiſt ; although if the previous queſtion was put on 
the reſolution, he could not, for confiltency ſake, but vote 
againſt it. | 


—T—— 
Faipay, FEBRUARY 21, 1794. 


The bill to continue an act for facilitating the trade and 
intercourſe between this kingdom and the United States of Ame- 
rica, was read a third time, and paſſed. 

The bill for granting to his Majeſty, his heirs, &c. the ſeve- 
ral duties therein mentioned, was introduced, and read a fark time. 


* PR „ * 
— — a — _ 
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|  SaTURDAY, FEBRUARY 22, 1794- 


A bill for — mutiny and deſertion, and for the better | 
payment of the army and their quarters in this kingdom, was 
read a firſt time. | | FOE 


A petition of the tanners of the city and ſuburbs of Cork, 
who names are thereunto ſubſcribed, was preſented to the Houſe 
and read ; ſetting forth, that fince the making the late a& of 
Parliament in this * for the regulation of the tanning 
trade, the petitioners have ſtrictly and chearfully conformed to 
the ſeveral requiſitions thereof, and ſhall always be ready and 
and willing to conform to ſuch other regulations as Parliamevt 
ſhall, in their wiſdom and diſcretion, think expedient and receſ- 
{ary ; that the petitioners have been informed, that it is intend- 
ed to introduce a bill for impoling a tax of one penny in the 

und on leather ; that before ſuch bill ſhall be carried through 
its ſeveral ſtages, the petitioners beg leave to remonſtrate againſt 
the injurious conſequences which mult neceſſarily ariſe to the ma- 
nufacturers of leather in this kingdom flom the ſaid tax, unleſs 
in the formation of the bill impoſing the ſame, or by ſuch 
other means as the Houſe ſhall think proper, proviſian can be 
made to put them upon an equal footing with thoſe of England, 
ſo as to prevent the manufacturers of this kingdom from being 
underſold in their own markets by the Englith manufacturers 1 
that it is a well known fact, that the manufacturers of this 
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kingdom have it not in their power to procure bark (which is 
for the moſt part imported from England) under at leafl fifty 
ſhillings per ton above the price the Eugliſh manufacturers can 
buy it for in their own country, which, on a fair calculation, will 
make a difference of three halfpence per pound on tanned leather; 
that it ſeems not improbable that the Engliſh tanners, who ſhall 
ſend leather into this country, will conſider themſelves as exempt 
from the tax now intended ; and, ſhould that be the caſe, they 
will be further enabled to underſell the Iriſh tanners, and there- 
by increaſe the evil complained of ; that the petitioners do not 
preſume to militate againſt the intended tax, they only hope and 
humbly expeR, that the Houſe will adopt ſome meaſure or expe- 
dient whereby the Engliſh tanners may be prevented from under» 
ſelling the Iriſh tanners in their own markets. 


The petition was ordered to lie on the table. 


9 
— — — 29> ANTS 


Monpar, FsBruUaArY 24, 1794- 


Mr. Macarrtxey preſented the report from the committee to 
whom was referred the petition of the Grand Canal Company, 
praying permiſſion to open the navigation of the Shannon; which 
was, that the petitioners had proved their allegations. 


The Sprantx ſtated, that the committee ſhould have enquir- 
ed in the firſt inſtance, whether the petitioners had complied 
with the reſolution of the Houſe, of the 25th of March, 1788, 
which they bad not Rated by the report that they had done, 
which was a ncceſfary preliminary to the receipt of the report. 


Mr. MacazTwey argued, that the petition did not come with- 
in the purview of theſe reſolutions. 


This brought on a converſation ; in the courſe of which Mr. 
Marcus BrrxsForD ſaid, that the petition brought in by the 
hon. gentleman, was brought in contrary to the uniform uſage 
of Parliament, while another petition on the ſame ſubject and 

for the ſame purpoſe, brought in by another hon. gentleman, 
[Mr. Wolfe of Forenaughts} was pending in the Houſe. 


Mr. Macaxruxv defended himſelf againſt this charge, by al- 
ledging that he had heard it declared in the committee upon the 
other petition alluded to, that it was the intention of the peti- 
tioners to withdraw that petition ; that he had waited one whole 
day and part of another for the hon. member, who he underſtood 
was to withdraw the petition; but not ſeeing him in the 
Houſe, he had preſented the one he had been requeſted to bring 


forward. 
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He knew of no ſuch rule of parliamentary uſage, as that laid 
.down by the honourable and learned gentleman ; nor did he un- 
derſtand that the intereſts of the public and the country were to 
.give way to parliamentary etiquette ; fo, that if one man came 
forward to propoſe effecting a buſineſs for the nation for 100,0c07. 
any other man mult be precluded, by parliamentary etiquette, 
from coming forward with his propoſal, even though it were to 
effect the ſame buſineſs for 10,000/. 


Sir Joun BLaqQuiers was pointedly ſtrenuous and ſevere 
-againſt the powers to be conveyed to the Grand Canal Company, 
if their petition in this inſtance was complied with. Thoſe 
powers would veſt in the hands of that corporation a ſyſtem of 
.deſpotiſm, oppreſſion, and tyranny, unequalled in the hiſtory of 
thoſe countries, and unexampled in the annals of Europe. No 
man who reſided within thirty, or even ſixty miles of the Shan- 
non, would-be exempt from this ſpecies ef oppreſſion at their 
hands; they would be empow@fed not only to cut their Way. 
through every gentleman's manſion or his improvements, to take 
the water out of his rivers, and to tear up his beſt lands in 
ſearch of gravel, but to force him to exhibit his title to his 
eltate, and expoſe his property to ſequeſtration; and to render 
this country no longer fit for a gentleman to reſide in, it would 
ſubject even his own property to injury in the amount to 10,0007. 
He therefore beſought the Houſe to act with the becoming cau- 
tion of a legiſlature watchful over the rights and properties of the 
country; and inſtanced the example of the Britiſh Houſe of 
Commons, in the caſe of a gentleman who had appealed againſt 
the proceedings of a Canal Company, . who brought their cut 
near his domain, at an expence of near 200,000). The ſubje& 
of his appeal was an apprehenſion that a ſpring, which ſupplied 
his kitchen with water, would be deftroyed, and loft to the uſe 
of his family. The matter was brought to ſolemn hearing at the 
-bar of the Houſe of Commons; a vait deal of money was ex- 
. peaded on both fides ;—the Canal Company offered to depoſit 
Ido, oool. to be forfeited if the gentleman ſuſtained the injury 
he apprehended, but the gentleman refuſed their tender, and per- 
- ſiſted in his object; and the conſequence was, that the Houſe of 
Commons, ſo tenacious were they of the rights of an individual, 
that they would not ſuffer them to be infringed, and rejected the 
petition of the Canal Company. 


Mr. Macartxzy. replied, that gentlemen ſcemed to think 
that inland navigations, which had . heretofore been conſidered 
amongſt the greateſt national benefits, were naw the greateſt 
grievance that could exiſt in the country. In England there 
was one line of canal which extended above 200 miles through 
the country ; there were a great number vf other cuts within a 
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Few years, and in the laſt ſeffion of Parliament, above ten dif- 
ferent petitions were prefented to the Britiſh Houſe of Com- 
mons from other companies, for the purpoſe of obtaining per- 
miſſion to form new cuts; yet the people of England, he pre- 
fumed, were as tenacious of having their rights encroached on as 
any people on earth. It was curious, he obferved, to hear gen- 
tlemen from the north and the eaſt, who were likely to be no 
way intereſted or affected by the queſtion, argue againſt it 
"and yet, that gentlemen from the ſouth and weſt, who were 


molt likely to be affected by the meaſure, did not ſay a word 
againſt it. 


Mr. Mazxcvs BenxtsrorD declared, that before the Houſe 
eould agree to a motion like the preſent, they ſhould reſeind 
their former motion, for otherwiſe they would ſubject themſelves 
to a charge of the groſſeſt inconſiſteney. He could not ſuppoſe 
that the Shannon navigation could be put into more improper 
hands than thoſe of the Grand Canal Company, whoſe condu& 
in many caſes had been highly improper. He inſtanced the fact 
of a noble lord, lately a member of that Houſe, [Lord Down- 
ſhire] who had a mill on the ground on which they thought 
proper to make a cut. The mill produced his lordſhip ſixty 
pounds a year, and the Company ſummoned a jury, who heard 
witneſſes to prove that the eſtate would be ſo benefited by the 
mavigation, as more than to compenſate for the loſs of the pro- 
perty upon which they awarded as a recompence, ftx-pence for 
an alienation of a fee-ſimple of ſixty pounds per avnum ! For 
© the barren heath and turf-bog in the neighbourhood they had 
given as much. He was ſevere upon the oppreſſion committed 
by the Grand Canal Company in their corporate capacity, They 
often obliged a man to come into their terms by * 
juries, who would give a verdict of fix-pence for the loſs of as 
many thouſands, by which the ſubject was obliged to ſubject his 
land to remain a deſart or ſubmit to a private agreement. No 
ſecurity bad the individual for the fulfillment of their contract; 
if be applied to equity they could not be compelled to anſwer 
upon oath, but made out the ſtrongeſt caſe for themſelves that 
could poſſibly be put upon paper. Upon this they put the great 
ſeal of their corporation; and notwithſtanding the moſt flagrant 
ivjuſtice, the victim of it too often experienced that his beſt re- 
medy was to ſubmit to the impolition in peace. 


Mr. MacarTtxzy replied as to the caſe of the Marquis of 
Downſhire. The jury were informed that the race of the mill 
in queſtion often overflowed, and that thirty acres of land were 
laid under water in conſequence. Of courſe, they — that 
the Canal by drawing off the fuper-abundant water would, inftead 


1794-] DEL LATES 57 


of a loſs, be an advantage of 60. per annum to his lordſhip-; and 
upon that ground. gave the award of fix-pence damages. 


Mr. WoLrs (of Forenaughts) complained much of an advan- 
tage taken in preſenting a petition unknown to him and in his 
abſence, on the ſame ſubjeQ with that which he had previouſly 
preſented, and which was not diſpoſed of. He poſitively denied 
that any ſuch argument was Rated in the committee of. which he 
was chairman, on that petition as that of withdrawing it. The 

petition, in that caſe, was ſigned by Mr. Griffith, for himſelf 
and others, whoſe real object it was to open the navigation of 
the river Shannon to the deep water above Killaloe ; and, at fo 
ſmall a toll as a penny per ton per mile on the river, and a 
farthing per mile per ton on the lakes, which coming through a 
country abounding in proviſions and the raw materials for ma- 
nufatures, would have given to this country very important ad- 
vantages. | 

But to commit the buſineſs of opening the navigation of that 
river to the Grand Canal Company, who are intereſted in keep- 
ing it ſhut, in order to carry on a cut of their own parallel to 
it, upon which they could charge a toll of three-pence per ton 
per mile, would in his mind be a meaſure equally improvident 
and regardleſs of the intereſts of this country. 7 


Mr. VanDELEvuR recommended to the Houſe to ſuſpend their 
deciſion on the ſubject, until the monied men of the country 
could be appriſed of the object and its advantages, in order that 
the beſt poſſible terms might be obtained for the country. 


It was at length agreed to ſuſpend the report for a few days; 
and the Houſe proceeded to the other orders of the day. 


— EEE — — 


Tusspar, Fenruary 25, 1794- 


The Houſe did not fit, on account of the Queen's birth day. 


1 


Webnsspar, Fenrvary 26, 1794. 


Mr. Dax preſented a bill for reviving and continuing certain 
temporary ſtatutes z which was read a firſt time. 

The CnancTLOR or THE Excutquts alſo preſented a bill 
for ſecuring: the payment of the annuities and of the intereſt 
upon the principal ſums therein provided for, and towards the 
diſcharge of ſuch principal ſums in ſuch manner as therein is 
directed, and for enabling the officers of his Majeſty's treaſury 
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to receive certain ſums for a limited time in manner therein 
mentioned, and for granting to his Majeſty a certain ſum of 
money out of the conſolidated fund, and for applying a certain 
fum of money therein-mentioned, for the ſervice of the year one 
thouſand ſeven hundred and ninety-four, and for other purpoſes 
therein mentioned; which was received and read the firſt time. 


— - _— 
* * 
7 


TaursDay, FEBRUARY 27, 1794. 


A bill, entitled, an act for granting for one year the ſeveral 
duties therein mentioned, in lieu of all other duties payable upon 
the articles therein ſpecified during the ſaid term, and for conti- 
nuing the effect of the treaty of commerce and navigation ſign- 
ed at Verſailles, on the 26th day of September, 1786, between 
his Majeſty and the Moſt Chriſtian King, and for regulating the 
trade between this kingdom and his Majeſty's colonies, and for 
other purpoſes therein- mentioned; was read a third time and 
paſſed :—Alfo, a bill for granting to bis Majelty, his heirs and 
ſucceſſors, ſeveral duties therein-mentioned, to be levied by the 


commiſſioners for managing the ſtamp duties, was read the 
third time and paſſed. | 


The following bills were preſented, and read a firſt time : 


A bill to increaſe the ſalaries of clerks of the peace in coun- 
ties where the police act has, or ſhall be carried into execution. 


A bill to explain, amend and render more effectnal, an act 
paſſed in the thirty-third year of his preſent Majeſty's reign, en- 
titled, an act for the relief of inſolvent debtors in regard to the 
impriſonment of perſons. 


A bill to render the proceſs of his Majeſty's courts of King's 
Bench and Common Pleas in this kingdom more beneficial and 
effectual. | 


A bill for continuing an act paſſed laſt ſeſſion of Parliament, 
entitled, an act for eſtabliſhing regulations reſpecting aliens ar- 
riving in this kingdom, or refident therein in certain cafes, and 
ſubjects of this kingdom who have ſerved or are ferving in fo- 
reign armies, and for continuing and amending another act paſſed 
in the ſame ſeffion of Parliament, entitled, an act to prevent 
the importation of arms, gunpowder and ammunition into this 
kingdom, and the removing and keeping of gunpowder, arms 
ammunition, without licenſe. 
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Frivay, FEBRUAR VY 28, 1794. 


Faſt- day no ſitting. 


—— 


2 


"4 


SATURDAY, MARCH 1, 1794. 


Mutiny bill read a third time and paſſed. 


td 
— 


8 Moxnbav, Manch 3, 1794. 


Sir H. Cavexpis# made his promiſed motion on the ſubject 
of defaulters. It was, That the clerk do lay before the Houſe 
a liſt of the names of ſuch members of the Houſe who have 
made default at different times, and have not paid their fees.“ 


This motion having been agreed to, he ſpoke a ſhort time to 
ſhew the neceſſity of enforcing the payment of thoſe fees, on the 
the ground that the dignity of the Houſe was concerned in en- 
forcing their own regulations, and that it was not at their diſcre- 
tion to omit enforcing them, as there was an act of Parliament 
which was mandatory on the Houſe in this. He therefore 
followed up his firſt by a ſecond motion, * "That ſuch members 
as were in default, and had not paid their fees before Friday 
next, ſhould on that day attend in their places.” 


Mr. A. Bzxowns oppoſed the motion. He ſaid, he had al- 
ways declared that he would not pay thoſe fees til] compelled to 
do ſo by a reſolution of the Houſe; and had done ſo, becauſe he 
conceived, that it never was the intention of the law to throw ſo 
much money into the pocket of an officer. The buſineſs of the 
nation, he ſaid, had never been impeded by a want of members, 
which was certainly what the act and reſolution, impoſing penal- 
ties for non-attendance, was meant to prevent.—He therefore 
ſaw no need whatſoever of fining the Houſe of Commons in a 
ſum of not leſs than 3©co/. to enrich officers whoſe appoint- 
ments he thought already ſomewhat too great. If, however, it 
was thought neceſlary to levy thoſe fines, he, for one, would 
pay what was charged to him inſtantly, if it were appropriated, 
not to the private puiſe of an officer, but to the public uſe, 
at a time when the public were in ſo much need of every aſ- 
ſiſtance. 

He had already attended two committees this Parliament, and 
would have attended more if he had not been convinced that if 
every member did his duty, more could not have fallen to the lot 
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of any. —For this reaſon too, he thought himſelf juſtified in 
refuſing to pay thoſe demands. There was alſo another reaſon 
which had 5 with him, and that was, that he had heard 


a compromiſe for thoſe fees had been made by the officers with 
certain gentlemen. ; 


Mr. WssLEy ſupported the motion. He denied the fact that 
any compromiſe had been made by the officers with any gentle. 
men. The reaſon, he ſaid, why the turn of duty ſo often came 
on ſome members, was becauſe others had been defaulters, but 
they had paid for their negleR. 


Mr. OsBoxne had alſo heard of the compromiſe, and was 
glad to hear it was unfounded. He was a friend to order, but 
he thought when the buſineſs of the Houſe had not been imped- 
ed, that the ſlighteſt excuſes from members ſhould be admitted. 


Mr. As char ſupported the motion; as did 


Sir J. Braquitrt, who urged that the fees were payable by 
act of Parliament, and therefore could not be remitted. As to 
the propoſal of appropriating the money to the public ſervice, he 
thought it would be voting away the private property of an in- 
dividual, which the Houſe had no right to do. 


Mr. BaxzixnGTON was alſo for the motion, and thought that 
on this queſtion no defaulter who had not paid his fees ſhould 
vote—for nemo in propria cauſa teſtis efſe debet was a principle of 
law and equity, which he was ſure his hon. friend [Mr. Browne} 
would aſſent to. 


The SpEAxER called on the Houſe for aſſiſtance in this caſe ; 
it appeared to him that thoſe gentlemen who were in default, 
being virtually in cuſtody, could not vote on a queſtion concern- 
ing their own puniſhment. | 


The Solicirox GENERAL ſpoke warmly in defence of the 
motion, and ſaid it could not be negatived without the repeal of 
an act of Parliament. 


Mr. B. ConyxGHam was of opinion, that the orders for 
taking defaulters into cuſtody were ſuperſeded by every proroga- 


tion of Parliamenr. 


Mr. M. Mason denied it, becauſe the orders reſted not on a 
reſolution of the Houſe, but an act of Parliament. 


After a converſation, the queſtion on Sir Henry's ſecond mo- 
tion was put, and carried wirhout a diviſion. 
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Mr. Hancock moved, that the Serjeant at Arms lay before 
the Houſe an account of all ſums received by him for fees from 
the commencement of this Parliament, ſpecifying the names of 
thoſe who paid, and alſo the ſums now due. 


This motion was oppoſed by Mr. M. Beresford, Mr. Secre- 
tary Cooke, &c. on the ground of its being vindictive and 
uſeleſs, | 


Tube order of the day was called for; and on the queſtion for 
it, the Houſe divided, 


Ayes — — 86 
Noes — . 35 
oh ajority _ 51 


— ———— — cm 


Tvespay, Manch 4, 1794. 


The following bills were preſented, and read a firſt time. 
A bill for keeping churches newly built in repair. 


A bill for more effectual redreſs in caſe of fraudulent or da- 


maged linens, and enforcing county inſpectors to an effectual ex- 
ecution of their duty. 


A bill for improving and repairing the turnpike road from 
Dublin to Mullingar. 


A bill for ſecuring the payment of the annuities, and of the 
intereſt upon the principal ſums therein provided for, and to- 
wards the diſcharge of ſuch principal ſums in ſuch manner as 
therein is directed, and for enabling the officers of his Majelty's 
treaſury to receive certain ſums for a limited time in manner there- 
in- mentioned; and for granting unto his Majeſty a certain ſum of 
money out of the conſalidated fund, and for applying a certain 
ſum of money therein-mentioned, for the ſervice of the year 
one thouſand ſeven hundred and ginety-four, and for other 
purpoſes. 5 

A bill for enabling the Lord High Chancellor of Ireland and 
the Court of Exchequer reſpectively, to make orders on the 
governor and company of the bank of Ireland, for paymeat 
out of the general fund of monies belonging to the ſuitors of 
the Courts of Chancery and Exchequer, of the further ſum 
therein-mentioned, towards building the principal courts of juſ- 
_ Tice at Dublin and law offices; for declaring that all government 
ſecurities purchaſed by the governor and directors of the ſaid 
bank, and profits ariſing therefrom, ſhould be placed to the ac- 
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count of the governor and company of the ſaid bank, and for 
enabling the commiſſioners of his Majeſty's treaſury to ſell and 
diſpoſe of the grounds and buildings lately uſed as his Majeſty's 
euſtom-houſe in Dublin, and the grounds and buildings now 
uſed for his Majeſty's ſaid courts, in manner therein-mentioned. 


Mr. W. BaABA ZO PoxsoxsBy roſe to preſent his promiſed 
bill, for amending and improving the ſtate of the repreſentation 
of the people in Parliament. —Laſt ſeſſion, he ſaid, he took up 
the ſubject. The bill, which towards the cloſe of it was pre- 
ſented by his right hon. relative in his abſence, had been receiv- 
ed in ſuch a manner as induced him to hope that its principle 
met the approbation of the Houſe. He could not, however, 
foreſee what reception the bill which he was now about to pre- 
ſent would receive. —He knew not whether the country or the 
Houſe had changed their opinion on the ſubje&, but for him- 
felf, he certainly had not changed his opinion. On the contrary, 
what had —. ſince that time had rendered his opinion more 
deciſire. There was one capital objection which then exiſted 
againſt the meaſure, but which is now done away. The coun- 
try was then in a ſtate of diſturbance, it was now in perfect 
tranquillity. He preſented the bill, which was read a firſt time 
in theſe words: - | 


« A Bix. for amending and improving the ſtate of the repre- 
ſentation of the people in Parliament. 


© Whereas the ſtate of the repreſentation of the people in 
Parliament is greatly defective, and it would tend much to pro- 
re& the liberty of the ſubject, and to preſerve our excellent con- 
ſtitution, if the people of this realm were more fairly and <qually 
repreſented in Parliament : | 
„ Be it enacted, by the king's moſt excellent Majeſty, by 
and with the advice and conſent of the lords ſpiritual and tem- 
poral and commons in this preſent Parliament aſſembled, and by 
the authority of the ſame, that from and after the expiration or dif- 
ſolution of this preſent Parliament, the numberof knights tobe elect- 
ed and returned to repreſent each county within this kingdom in any 
future parliament to be hereafter holden and kept within this realm, 
ſhall be three inſtead of two knights, as heretofore uſed and accuſ- 
tomed, and for that end and purpoſe the freeholders in each and 
every county within this kingdom (who have by law a.right to 
vote for members to ſerve in Parliament, and none other) are 
hereby authorized, empowered and required, at every general 
election to be hereafter holden for members to ſerve in Parlia- 
ment, to chuſe and ele& three perſons to ſerve as knights or re- 
preſentatives in Parliament for ſaid county, which ſaid three per- 
ſons. ſo elected ſhall be duly returned as knights or members to 
ſerve in Parliament for ſaid county; and the ſaid knights or 
members ſo clected and returned ſhall from thenceforth have, 
poſſeſs and enjoy all the rights, powers, authorities aud privileges 
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which are poſſeſſed and enjoyed by the knights who now fit in 


Parliament within this realm. 

« And be it enacted, by the authority aforeſaid, that from 
and after the expiration or diſſolution of this preſent Parliament, 
the number of citizens to be elected and returned to repreſent 
the city of Dublin in Parliament ſhall be three; and that the 
number of citizens to be elected and returned to repreſent the 
city of Cork in Parliament ſhall be three ; and for that end and 
purpoſe, the freemen and freeholders of the ſaid city of Dublin 
who are by law entitled to vote for members to ſerve in Parlia- 
ment, and none other, are hereby authorized, empowered and re- 
quired, at every general election to be hereafter holden ſor mem- 
bers to ſerve in Parliament for the ſaid city from and after the 
period afgreſaid, to chuſe and elect three perſons to ſerve as citi- 
zens or repreſentatives .in Parliament for ſaid city of Dublia ; 
and the — and frecholders of the ſaid city of Cork are 
hereby authorized and required, at every general election to be 
hereafter holden for members to ſerve in Parliament for the ſaid 
. City, to chuſe and elect three perſons to be citizens or repreſer- 
tatives in Parliament for ſaid city of Cork; and the ſaid three 
perſons ſo choſen and elected as members for the ſaid city of 
Dublin, ſhall be duly returned as members to ſerve in Parliament 
for ſaid city, and faid perſons fo choſen and elected for the ſaid 
city of Cork, ſhall be duly returned as members to ſerve in Par- 

liament for ſaid city; and all the ſaid: ſeveral citizens ſo elected 
and returned to ſerve in Parliament ſhall from thenceforth have, 
poſſeſs and enjoy all the rights, powers, authorities and pri- 
vileges which are now poſſeſſed and enjoyed by any citizen or 
citizens already elected and returned to fit in Parliament. 
«© Provided always, that nothing herein contained ſhall be 
deemed or taken to give to any city or town within this king- 
dom, which now is or hereafter ſhall be made a county of a city 
or a county of a town, a right or power of its ſo being a county 
of a city or a county of a town, to chooſe and elect more than 
two members to ſerve in Parliament for ſuch city or town, it be- 
ing the true intent and meaning of this act, to give and grant 
the ſaid power of electing aud returning three members to ſerve 
1n Parliament to each of the thirty-two counties into which this 
kingdom is now divided, and to the cities of Dublin and Cork, 
and to no other counties, cities or towns whatſoever. 
And be it hereby further enacted, by the authority aforeſaid, 
that when in any future Parliament to be hereafter holden and 
kept within this realm, any vacancy or vacancies ſhall happen to 
ariſe during the continuance of the ſaid Parliament by the deat! 
or expulſion of all or any of the ſaid perſons fo returned to ſerve 
in Parliament for any of the ſaid counties, or for either of the 
ſaid cities of Dublin or Cork, or in caſe all or any of the ſaid 
_ three perſons ſo returned, ſhall be afterwards declared and ad- 
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udged not duly elected, purſuant to the laws now in force in this 
hom for the trial of petitions or controverted eleQions, or in 
caſe that from any other cauſe whatſoever, the feat or ſeats in 
Parliament of all or any of the ſaid three perſons ſo elected and 
returned ſhall become vacant; in every ſuch caſe, a new writ or 
new writs ſhall iflue to the returning officer of the ſaid county or 
counties, and of the ſaid city or cities reſpectively, for the pur- 
pole of elefting and returning one or more perſon or perſons (as 
the caſe may require} in the room or ſtead of him or them whoſe 
- ſeat or ſeats have ſo become vacant, in the ſame manner as writs 
now flue to ſupply the vacancy of any ſeat or ſeats in Parlia- 
ment, and thereupon the freeholders of ſaid county or counties, 
and the freemen and freeholders of ſaid city or cities, who by law 
are authorized to vote for members to ſerve in Parliament, ſhall 
reſpectively proceed to chooſe and elect one or more perſon or 
perſons (as the writ ſhall direct) to repreſent the ſaĩd county or 
city in Parliament, in the ſtead and room of ſuch perſon or 
perſons whoſe feats have become vacant as aforeſaid ; and ſaid 
perſon and perſons ſo choſen and elected, ſhall be duly return- 
ed as a member or members to ſerve in Parliament for the ſaid 
county or city, and fo on from time to time as any vacancy ſhall 
| happen to ariſe during the continuance of the ſaid Parliament. 

« And whereas, enlarging the diſtricts of the ſeveral cities 
and borough towns within this kingdom, would tend to render 
their elections of citizens and burgeſſes to ſerve in Parliament, 
much more free and independent : 

% Be it enacted, by the authority aforeſaid, that from and af- 
ter the expiration or difſolution of this preſent Parliament, the 
limits or precinQs of every city, borough, town or manor hav- 
ing a right to ſend members to Parliament, ſhall for the purpoſes 
of this act only extend and be deemed and taken to extend to a 
ſpace or diftance of four miles from the ſaid city, borough, town 
and manor, which ſpace or diſtance is to be meaſured by a line 
to be drawn from ſome one place within the ſaid city, borough, 
town or manor, as near the center of the preſent ſcite of the ſaid 
city, borough, town or manor, as conveniently as may be done, 
and to extend in every direction to a diſtance of four miles from 
the ſaid place, and no further, ſo as thereby to make the circuit 
of the diſtrict round the ſaid city, borough, town or manor, 
equal to tweuty-four miles in circumference or thereabouts, and 
which ſpace contained within the ſaid circuit ſhall be for the 
purpoſes of this act deemed and taken as the diſtrict of the ſaid 
city, borough, town or manor. 

Provided always, that where any city, borough, town or manor, 
having a right to ſend members to ſerve in Parliament, ſhall be ſo 
fituate, as that a line of four miles cannot conveniently be drawn or 
meaſured in the manner herein before directed, by reaſon of the 
vicinity of ſome other city, borough, town or manor, having alſo a 
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right to ſend members to ſerve in Parliament, or by reaſon of the 
proximity of the ſea, then and in every ſuch caſe, a certain diſ- 
trict ſhall be meaſured from the moſt central place within the ſaid 
city, borough, town or manor, in ſuch direction as cat be beſt 
and molt conveniently done, and which ſhall be equal or as near- 
ly as may be to a ſpace contained within a circurnference of 
twenty-four miles, and which ſpace ſhall be marked out and al- 
lotted as and for the diſtrict of the ſaid city, borough, town or 
manor, ſituate as aforeſaid, ſo as in all caſes to give to every city, 
borough, town or manor, having a right to ſend members to Par- 
liament a diſtrict thereunto appertataing equal to twenty-four 
miles in circumference. 

% And for the better aſcertaining the limits and boundaries of 
the ſeveral diſtricts aforeſaid, and in order to prevent all contro- 
verſy relative thereto: _ 

„Be it enacted, by the authority aforeſaid, that from and 
after the paſſing of this act, the Speaker of the Houſe of Com- 
mons ſhall iſſue his order or warrant to the ſheriffs of the ſeveral 
counties in this kingdom, commanding the ſaid ſheriffs to trace 
and mark out the boundaries of the ſeveral diſtricts which are to 
be allotted to each city, borough, town or manor, lying within 
the ſaid county, purſuant to the true intent and meaning of this 
act; and the ſaid ſheriffs ſhall, within three months after the re- 
ceipt of the ſaid order or warrant, fix and aſcertain the bounda- 
ries of the diſtrict appertaining - unto every ſuch city, borough, 
town or manor, lying within the ſaid county, according to the 
directions in this act contained; and the ſaid ſheriff, for the ſaid 
purpoſe, ſhall ſummon and impanel a jury of twelve freeholders 
of ten pounds freehold lying within the ſaid county, but not in 
the barony 1n which the ſaid city, borough, town or manor lies, 
which ſaid jury ſhall perambulate the ſaid boundaries together 
with the faid ſheriff, and allot the ſaid ſeveral diſtricts by metes 
2nd bounds; for which end and purpoſe, the ſaid ſheriffs ſhall 
employ one or more ſkilful ſurveyors to attend upon the ſaid jury 
and mark out the ſeveral diſtricts as aforeſaid ; and after the ſaid 
jury ſhall have allotted and marked out the ſaid diſtrict by plain 
and diſtinct metes and bounds in the manner directed by this act, 
the ſaid ſheriff ſhall make a return of the allotment of the ſaid 
ſeveral diſtricts, ſpecifying therein the exact metes and bounds 
as aſcertained by the ſaid jury, and lodge the ſame with the 
clerk of the Crown and Hanaper on or before the twenty-fifth day 
of December net. | , 

„And to the end that a full jury of freeholders may be had 
for the purpoſe aforeſaid, the ſheriff of the county ſhall iſſue his 
ſummons to twenty-four freeholders of ten pounds freehold at the 
leak within the ſaid county (out of which twelve ſhall be ſtruck 
by the ſaid ſheriff) commanding them to attend him at the 
time and place thereia-mentioned (giving fourteen days notice 
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thereof) for the purpoſe of allotting the diftri as aforeſaid, and 
therein ſpecifying the name of the city, borough, town or ma- 
nor, whoſe diſtrict is to be allotted. 

Provided always, that each jury ſo impanelled ſhall aſcertain 
and allot the diſtri& of one ſuch city, borough, town or manor, 
and no more; and if any of the freeholders ſhall neglect to at- 
tend on the ſaid ſummons without reaſonable cauſe of excuſe, to 
be allowed by the ſaid fheriff, the ſaid ſheriff is hereby autho- 
rized to impoſe on the {aid perſon fo abſenting himſelf a fine of 
twenty pounds, which ſaid fine ſhall be returned and certified 
into his Majeſty's court of Exchequer, and thereupon ſuch pro- 
ceſs ſhall iſſue for the levying thereof as is uſual in caſes of fines 
due to his Majeſty. | | 

« And be it further enacted, by the authority aforeſaid, that 
each of the ſaid twelve freeholders fo impanelled as a jury ſhall 
take the oath following, which the ſaid ſheriff is hereby em- 
powered to adminiſter : 

&« 7, A. B. do ſolemnly ſeear that I will to the befl of my 
« ſtill and judgment, without favour or partiality to any perſon 
%% whatfoever, mark out and allot the diſtrid for the city or town 
«og ( here naming the city, town or manor ) purſuant to the 
« at in that caſe made und provided.” 

% And to the end, that a proper fund may be provided for 
the expences attending the marking out the diſtricts aforeſaid : 

« Be it hereby enacted, that the ſheriff ſhall return to the 
grand jury of the ſaid county an exact eſtimate of the expences 
attending the marking out and allotting the ſaid diſtrict, allow- 
ing to every juror attending thereupon the ſum of one pound 
per day, and to the ſurveyor or ſurveyors ſuch ſum as the ſheriff 
ſhall think fit, not exceeding the ſum of for which ſaid 
ſums the grand jury of the ſaid county is authorized and requir- 
ed to make a preſentment, to be levied in the ſame manner as all 
other preſentments of grand juries are raiſed and levicd. 

« Be it further enacted, that when the diſtrict of the ſaid 
city, town, borough or manor, ſhall be fo allotted and marked 
ont as aforeſaid, every freeholder who ſhall be ſeized of a free- 
hold of ten pounds value within the ſaid diſtri, ſhall have a 
right to vote for members to ſerve in Parliament for the ſaid city, 
borough, town or manor, any former law or uſage to the con- 
trary notwithſtanding; provided always, that the ſaid perſon ſo 
claiming a right to vote at ſaid election, ſhall have been ſeized of 
his freehold one whole year before the teſte of the writ which 
iſſued for holding the ſaid election, and ſhall have regiſtered his 
freehold fix months before the teſte of the ſaid writ, purſuant to 
the act made in the year of his preſent Majeſty for 
the due regiſtering of frecholds. | 


« And to the end, that no partial aflotments of ſaid diſtricts 
way be made: 
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« Be it further enacted, that in caſe any three or more free- 
holders of ten pounds freehold lying within the ſaid diſtri, ſhall 
conceive themſelves aggrieved by the allotment of the {aid diſ- 
trict in manner aforeſaid, it ſhall be lawful for the ſaid freehold» 
ers to preſent a petition to the Houſe of Commons, complain- 
ing of the ſaid allotment, thereby ſetting forth the grounds of 
the ſaid complaint, and the merits of the ſaid petition ſhall be 
referred to the determination of a committee of fifteen members 
of the Houſe of Commons, to be chafen by ballot, and ſtruck 
in the ſame manuer and ſubject to the ſame rules as committees 
are now choſen for the trial of petitions upon controverted elec- 
tions; and the ſaid committee ſo choſen, ſhall have full power 
and authority to ſummon all perſons before them, and to exa- 
mine witneſſes upon oath as to the matters thereby referred 
unto them; and the members of the ſaid committee, as ſoon as 
they ſhall have been choſen as aforeſaid, ſhall, at the table of the 
Houle of Commons, take the oath following : 

« [, A. B. do ſolemnly ſwear that I will fairly and impar- 
&© tially try the merits of the petition now to me referred, according 
&* to the beſt of my ſhill and judgment. So help me God.” 

« And be it further enacted, that the ſaid committee ſhall 
forthwith proceed to examine into the merits of ſaid petition, 
and ſhall either annul or confirm the ſaid allotment of the ſaid 
diſtrict as to them ſhall ſeem juſt ; which judgment of the ſaid 
committee ſhall be final and concluſive. 

% Provided always, that the faid committee ſhall have all the 
powers and authorities as to the trial of the ſaid petition, and 
their proceedings ſhall in all caſes be governed by the ſame rules 
and regulations 2s are preſcribed by the laws aow in force for the 
trial of petitions upon controverted elections. 

„ And in caſe the faid committee ſhall annul and make void 
the ſaid allotment of the diltri& aforeſaid, then a new allotment 
ſhall be made of faid diſtrict in the manner herein before pre- 
ſcribed, for which purpuſe the Speaker of the Houſe of Com- 
mons ſhall iſſue his order or warrant as aforeſaid to the ſheriff of 
faid county, who ſhall proceed to make a new allotmeat of the 
diſtrict as before preſcribed. i 

« Be it further enacted, by the authority aforeſaid, that from 
and after the 9 no perfon who ſhall be 
elected and admitted to the freedom of any corporation in any 
city or town corporate, ſhall by virtue of ſuch election and ad- 
miſſion have a right to vote for members to ſerve in Packament 
for the ſaid city or town corporate, unleſs the ſaid perſon ſhall 
have been ſcized of a freehold tenement of the value of five pounds 
by the year within the ſaid city or town corporate, upon which 
he or his family ſhall have reſided for one whole year before the 
time of ſuch election and admiſſion. 
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© Provided always, that nothing herein contained ſhall extend 
to any perſon or perſons who is or are admitted or who have a 
right to their freedom by reaſon of birth, marriage, or ſervice to 
any trade or calling, but that all ſuch rights ſhall remain in full 
force as if this act had not been made. | 
« Be it further enacted, that every freeman or freeholder voting 
for a member to ſerve in Parliament for the ſaid city, borough, 
town or manor, ſhall (if required by any other perſon having a 
right to vote at ſaid election) take the oath following: 


« Be it further enacted, by the authority aforeſaid, that each 
and all the inhabitant or inhabitants of every city, borough, or 
town corporate, having a right to ſend members to ſerve in Par- 
liament, who refide within the precincts or diſtrict of the ſaid 
city, borough, or town corporate, as preſcribed by this act, and 
who ſhall have exerciſed any of the following trades or callings 

| for five 
years within the diſtriQts aforeſaid, ſhall from and after the 
day of | have a right to vote and be admitted to 
vote at the election of any repreſentative or repreſentatives to be 
choſen to repreſent ſaid cities, boroughs, or towns corporate, in 
Parliament. | 

« And be it further enacted, that every perſon who ſhall be 
returned as a member to ſerve in Parliament from and after the 
| day of ſhall before he be admitted to 
his ſeat in Parliament, take the oath following : | 

« do ſolemnly ſwear that I have not direfly or indirefly 
« procured my elefion and return to Parliament by the means of 
« any ſum or ſums of money whatſoever, or by any promiſe of 
« any pecuniary reward whatſoever, and that I have not autho- 
% rized any perſon whatſoever, to give or promiſe any ſum 
« of money whatſoever, for procuring me to be eledted and returned 
« A member to ſerve in Parliament, and that if any ſuch promiſe 
* hath been made on my behalf, I will not ratify or make good the 
« ſame. So help me God.” 

% Provided always, that nothing in this act contained, ſhall 
extend or in any wiſe be deemed or taken to extend to the cities 
of Waterferd, Kilkenny, Limerick, Londonderry 


and the towns of 1 | 
| but that all their rights, franchiſes and privileges, 
limits and precincts, ſhall remain and continue as if this act had 
not been made.“ 


Mr. Poxsox B then moved, that the bill be read a ſecond 
tine to-morrow, when 
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Sir H. LAxGRIs HE ſaid, he had ſo often and fo recently preſ- 
ſed upon the Houſe his ſentiments on the ſubje& of Parliamen- 
tary Reform, as it is called, ,that he neither found himſelf in- 
clined, nor did he think he would be juſtifiable to take 
up much of their time on the preſent occaſion ; however, as he 
had always oppoſed this meaſure on general principles, as tend- 
ing to ſhake the ſtability of a conſtitution which had been form- 
ed by the progreſſive wiſdom of ages—as tending to detach the 
public mind from a veneration for an ancient eſtabliſhment, and 
ſet it looſe into the mazes of ſpeculation and experiment; he 
could not prevail on himſelf to be altogether ſilent, when the 
temper of the times and the condition of the ſurrounding world 
furniſhed ſuch new and important admonition on the ſubject. 
He obje&ed to the agitation of the queſtion at this time. He 
objected to this bill as he did to the bill of the laſt ſeſſion, be- 
cauſe it led to an object, in his opinion, neither conducive to 
our freedom nor compatible with our tranquillity : he obje&ed 
to it, becauſe it juſtified the popular demand by conceding to the 
principle ; and it diſappoints the popular demand by the meaſure 
of its conceſſion : he objected to the bill as it flatters requiſition 
by the appearance of a victory, and embitters it by the acrimony 
of diſappointment. The 1aſh career and fatal conſequences of a 
reforming ſpirit have lately been brought before our view by 
facts ſo ſtriking and impreſſive, that what was formerly conjec- 
ture is now conviction; and if we will not profit by the example 
of others, we may poſlibly add to future misfortunes the aggra- 
vation of ſelf-reproach. Upon a former occaſion, he had ſtated 
more at large than he ſhould now do, the progreſs of reform 
in France till reform became ſubverſion ; he had ſtated many 
things then as a prophet, which he might now ſtate as an hif- 
torian. | 

The progreſs is natural ; and is applicable as a warning to 
every country in Europe—for there is ſv much of uniformity in 
the nature and proceedings of man, that in their combinations 
almoſt always ſimilar cauſes produce ſimilar effects - ſimilar condi- 
ditions, ſimilar conſequences ; and therefore, I do not heſitate to 
ſay, with every degree of reſpect and affection for the people, 
acting within their proper ſphere—with every degree of convic- 
tion, that their happineſs is the end and the obje& of every 
good government; I do not heſitate to ſay, that there never 
has been an inſtance in any age or country, in which political 
power has been aſſumed by the loweſt orders of the people by 
thoſe whoſe education is ignorance—whoſe condition is uncer- 
tainty—whoſe patrimony is hope—and whoſe empire muſt be 
commotion, which has not proved ſubverſive of liberty, deſtrue- 


tive of the general happineſs, and peculiarly unfortunate to thoſe 
who are the authors of it. | | | 


3 
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Let us not deceive ourſelves by calling the ealamity of France 
French cruelty—it is French anarchy : diſſolve but the ties that 
hold mankind together—diffolyve but the reſtriction of laws, the 
obligations of religion, the mutual dependence and ſubordina- 
tion of ſettled ſociety, and man becomes as ferocious as the ty- 
ger in the foreſt. I do not adopt the philoſophy of Mr. Hobbes, 
or any of the theoriſts, as to the original ſtate of nature; I 
only ſpeak of man breaking looſe from the bonds of ſociety, in 
which cafe the different diſpoſitions and genius of different coun- 
tries, have always aſſimilated, and affimilated in ferocity. If 
the French have murdered their king, ſacrificed their prieſts on 
their altars, and exterminated their beſt citizens, we cannot for- 
get the baniſhment of Ariftides, or the death of Socrates, or the 
ridiculous cruelty that baniſhed Timotheus, only for adding four 
ſtrings to the lyre. Popular domination has ever been cruel and 
unjuſt ; and every friend to freedom and to order, to virtue and 
to happineſs, ſhould guard againſt its approaches with as much 
vigilance as we ſhould guard the roads that lead to life and 
death.— In the year 1789, the #ra of the firſt reform in France, 
the eleQive franchiſe was aſcertained and confined to active citi- 
zens, men of certain qualifications, of age and property; this 
was the bafis of their firſt great reform. But this reform was 
| foon thought inadequate—as the right hon. member's reform 
would ſoon be thought here: Conceſſion proved but the parent 
of demand, and the redreſs of grievances the approbation of diſ- 
content. The people felt ſucceſs as a teſtimony of power, and 
began to ſpeculate inflead of to enjoy: They perceived that in 
their twenty-ſix millions of people there were not three millions 
of active citizens, and that the immediate electors were not in 
the proportion of one to an hundred of the people. The great 
majority of the people, who conſidered themſelves the authors 
and the object of the reform, began to diſcover that they were 
unrepreſented, and being unrepreſented, their new philoſophy 
taught them that they were flaves, and that perſonal repreſenta- 
tion was neceſſary to liberty; and by the uſual revolutionary ex- 

ients of clubs and conventions, and armed enizens, they fpee- 
dily accompliſhed their obje&—an equal repreſentation of all the 
people—and with that the democracy of France.” 

You ſee, Sir, that the temperate reform was the rudiments of 
all that followed; it was the firſt prize of political diſquifition— 
it was the firſt trophy of popular ſucceſs. However, it was not 
the end but the means; it was the inſtrument and not the object. 
And to ſhew you how rapid are the ſtrides of innovation when 
it is once in motion, permit me to obſerve, that even the demo- 
cracy of France was of ſhort duration; it paſſed away like the 
whirlwind of the wilderneſs, deſolating but tranſitory, and ſoon 
yielded—as every popular inſurrection has ever done—to the 
predominant tyranny of ſome of the moſt contemptible of its 


* 
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leaders, who however, had the dexterity “ to ride in that whirl. 
wind, and direct the ſtorm.”-—What then became of the fathers 
of temperate reform? Where is the Duke de Rochfoucault—the 
Duke Brifſac—the eloquent Clermont-Tonnere—the learned and 
acute advocate M. de Paſcalis? They are no more! neither 
their talents nor their virtues, nor the ſplendid raſhneſs of their 

firſt enterprize, could atone for their ſubſequent moderation; 
they fell victims to the ſpirit of innovation which themſelves had 
inſpired. With ſuch an example before your eyes, will you at 
this day talk of a temperate reform? or do you imagine your 
temperate bill, which out of four millions of people leaves 
3,800,000 people unreprefented (19 in 20 of the people)—Do 
you imagine it would ſatisfy this great majority of the people, 
whom it does not comprehend? No! no!—you would only in- 
ſpire their hopes, whilſt you diſappoint their wiſhes; and ani- 
mate their efforts by flattering their pretenſions —The people 
who were clamorous for reform would deſpiſe your temperate 
plan, except only as one ſtage gained in the great carecr.—l ſay, 
they would deſpiſe it, becauſe they have faid ſo themſelves— 
they have over and over again, demanded and defined their ulti- 
matum of reform, An equal repreſentation of all the peo- 
ple.” In the laſt ſeſſion, I gave you at large a detail of their 
requiſitions on this ſubje&, taken from the minutes of their aſſo- 
ciations, and their clubs, and their armed citizens, in which they 
have told you explicitly, “ they will not lay down their arms 
till they procure an equal repreſentation of all the people ;*”” and 
a recent publication by a ſociety called the United Iriſhmen, is 
not more explicit in the recommendation of their own plan, 
than in their contempt of your's. They tell you © they firmly 
believe adminiſtration and oppoſition are equally averſe from the 
meaſure of adequate reform.” They ſay, „If they had no 
other reaſon for that opinion, the plan laid before Parliament 
in the laſt ſeſſion, (the preſert bill) under the auſpices of oppo- 
ſition, might convince them of the melancholy truth.”—As to 
their own plan they have given you a full and faithful delineation 
of it, It is founded on a decided principle, and goes to 2 decid- 
ed purpoſe—perſonal repreſentation detached from property, 
univerſal ſuffrage and pure democracy. 

He ſaid, he knew very well the right hon. gentleman who 
propoſed this meaſure, and the hon, gentleman who aſſociates 
with him in its ſupport, have too great a ſtake in the country, 
too high a public character, too much of perſonal integrity to 
ſuffer them to become acceſlary to ſuch dangerous notions ; at 
the ſame time, if they give the authority of partial conceſſion 
to extravagant demand, they will find that neither their inte- 
reſts nor their charaQer, reſpectable as I know they are, will 
have authority to repreſs its growth or controvl its exceſs. 1t is 
impoſſible to look into the peculiar ſituation of this country, and 
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the condition of the world around us, without, ſeeing that this 
is not the time to agitate queſtions of political experiment. We 
know that the molt indefatigable induſtry has been employed to 
corrupt the minds of the people, to inſpire them with new noti- 
ons of government, new models of conſtitution, and new condi— 
ons of obedience. We know that innovation has been beld out 
to the reſtleſs co motion to the diſaffected; and the poor have 
had the falſe goſpel of equality preached unto them. We know 
that the molt populous nation in Europe has declared hoſtility 
againſt every ſettled government exifling—that they have added 
the force of enthuſiaſm to the fury of an unholy war; a ſort of 
anti-cruſade, in which they bear the guillotine againſt the croſs, 
and with the impetuoſity of a ſpurious chivalry, endeavour to 
ſpread their arms and their infidelity all over the world. It is 
of little conſequence to us what ſpecies of government or anar- 
chy they may chuſe for themſelves, if they would keep it to 
themſelves; but the liberality of their zeal diſdains fuch mono. 
poly—they ſend out miſſionaries to propagate their doctrines, 
and 1n this country as well as in Great Britain, they muſt have 
made {ome proſelytes, becauſe in every country there are many 
to be found, © Duos ad perturbandam Republicam inopia atgque 
mali mores flimulant.” And they further teil you, © that this 
invaſion of your principles ſhall be followed by an invaſion of 
your land.” We read in their public records that the Minifter 
of Juſtice propoſes © a Committee of Infurreftion, for the ex- 
preſs purpoſe of overturning every exiſting monarchy in Eu- 
rope.” They vote, that the National Convention of France 
be a Committee of Inſurrection againſt all the Kings in the uni- 
verſe; and they actually appoint a choſen band to be their 
aſſaſſins. They decree in the name of the French nation, 
that they will aſſiſt every country who wiſhes to recover their 
liberty; and they charge the executive power in a decree, 
tranſlated into all languages, to give the commanders of the 
French armies orders to protect the citizens of every country 
who may be diſturbed or vexed for the cauſe of their liberty.” 
Inviting all nations who wiſh to recover their rights, “ to apply 
to their generals for aſſiſtance;ꝰ which is to ſolicit revolt in all 
countries. The perſeverance of their activity was equal to the 
boldneſs of their prigciples, and in violation of their diſclaim of 
conqueſt, they made Savoy an 84th department of France. 

Is it then poſſible that at this time, and under all the circum- 
ſlances of the world, we ſhould for a moment engage ourſelves 
in problematical experiments, on a conſtitution which we know 
is competent to all the ends of civil liberty and progreſſive hap- 
pineſs? That we ſhould turn the minds of the people from the 
duties of a critical fituatian : That we ſhould, as it were, tamper 
with turbulence, and favour. diſquifitions which would make the 
people politicians inſtead of huſbandmen ; and agitators inſtead 
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of defenders of their country? As to the objections to the bill 
itſelf, though I think them great and numerous, I yet think 
they are loſt in the predominant objection to your agitating the 
queſtion at all at this time. As the bill is the bill of the laſt 
ſeſſion, in entering into the particulars I ſhould only repeat 
what I ſaid before. I objected to it then as 1 do now, that it is 
incompetent to the end propoſed, and would be utteriy unſatiſ- 
factory to the people it profeſſes to gratify, that it does not im- 
prove or extend the baſis of repreſentation, that it renders the 
repreſentation of the people ſtill more unequal—and that on the 
whole it is a transfer of power, and not a reform in Parliament. 
And as to the Houſe of Commons, conſtituted and compoſed as 
it is at preſent, although the waſte of ſome places, and the 
growth of others, mult perpetually vary the proportions of its 
own conſtituency, I am yet bold to ſay, it is at this day an ade- 
quate repreſentation of the property of the kingdom. That in 
its proceedings you cannot trace any provocation to change it, 
becauſe you know that for ſeveral years paſt it has been engaged 
in the uniform practice, ſeſſion after ſeſſion, of adding ſome new 
protection to conſtitutional liberty—ſome new advancement to 
the proſperity of the country; and that to hazard ſuch a condi- 
tion of progreſlive happinels in the lottery of experiment or ad- 
venture, would at all times be raſnneſs, and at this time infatua- 
tion. Under ſuch impreſſions, he ſaid, he muſt naturally with 
to put an end to the diſcuſſion; and to do fo in the manner moſt 
reſpeQtully to the right hon. member, he ſhould move, Thax 
the bill be read a ſecond time on the iſt of Auguſt.“ 


Dr. Baowxs ſaid, that though he had no new ſentiments to 
offer on this occahon, he thought it juſt to ſpeak, in order to 
thew that he was at his poſt. —What he had to offer, he thought 
he ſhould addreſs to the right hon. baronet who oppoſed the 
bill, as the gentlemen on the other fide ſeemed to have elected 
him their perſonal repreſentative. The arguments he had offered 
might be reduced to three heads : 

Tue example of what had happened in France 

The danger of innovation; and, 

The proper conduct of Parliament. 

The example of France made againſt the right hon. baronet, 
for the reaſon of all the mifchiefs which had happened in that 
country, was not having timely yielded to a moderate reform. 
The way to avoid fimilar miſchiefs in this country was to con- 
cede that reformation early, which, if not conceded will, at laſt 
be effected by violence. What time could be better for reform 
than the preſent? From what he had ſeen he was convinced that 
a time of terror only would be thought a time for reform. He 
reprobated the conduct of the French, but he could not help 
ſeeing, nevertheleſs, the abuſes of the old government of France, 
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well as the preſent abuſes of gur own government. He did not 
wiſh to imitate all the conduct of the French, but wiſhed that 
Houſe fo far reſembled tie French convention as that a member 
riling to ſpeak in a debate might be more able to influence its 
deciſion than the miniſter ;—he might wiſh perhaps to go further, 
and that the minifters here at there, were rather ſtanding at the 
bar as ſervants, than direCting the Houſe as maſters. He de— 
nied the principle that all have a right to a ſhare in the govern- 
ment of a country. As well might every child aſſume a ſhare in 
the direction of family concerns. This plan of univerſal repre- 
ſentation had ſometimes before been attempted to be introduced. 
Colonel Ireland, in the great rebellion, had attempted it, but he 
was obliged to make ſome limitations, and exclude from the 
franchiſe all thoſe who did not pay taxes, ſervants, and all who 
hved on charity. The plan was therefore impracticable, as it 
was dangerous. There were, however, many moderate men 
who entertained no ſuch romantic notions, and yet have looked 
long with horror at the abuſes of miniſters, and for a reform in 
the repreſentation. Theſe would probably not be ſeditious, 
but they might be prompted to ſtand neuter in the moment of 
commotion, and poſſibly might at laſt be even prempted to an 
extreme. 

Theſe men ſhould be ſatisfied as to the good conduct of Par- 
liament ; they certainly had of late years done ſome good, but 
they had always done it in the hour of danger and the day of 
calamity—they did good only when they were driven to it. He 
concluded by declaring, he would fupport the bill now, and 
whenever it ſhould be brought forward, and he hoped it would 
be repeatedly brought forward, till it ſhould be at length obtain- 
ed. It would be the rejection, not the diſcuſſion of it, which 
would now irritate the public mind. | 


Mr. Gaarrax ſaid, the bill before yon has been called a 
transfer of property—it is not ſo; the gentlemen who make the 
charge have not read the bill; it is not a transfer of the borough 
from A. to B. but from A. to all thoſe who have the adjacent 
intereſts landed or commercial, to all who have eſtates, frechold, 
or terms for years, (for they mult be included) or have carried 
on a trade for a certain time within a circle of 24 miles. If 
any one man has all the lands and towns within that circle, he 
probably will influence the return, but ſuch eſtates are ſcarcely 
to be found in this kingdom, and when they are found they will 
have their influence under any reform, unleſs you chooſe to rob 
the proprietor, in order to amend the repreſentation; and even in 
the caſe of ſuch eſtates, as in caſes of great county intereſt, the 
return may be influenced, but it cannot be fold. This proprie- 
tary influence you may call the influence of the landlord on his 
tenants, but it is alſo the influence of the tenant on the land- 


| 
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lord, and the reſpectability of both inſtead of being as now the 
inſignificance of the latter and the property of that perſon who 
is not a landlord, and whoſe belt eſtate is his twelve burgeſſes ; 
this borough-monger it extinguiſhes and leads to a milder com- 
munication of manners as well as diffuſion of influence between 
landlord and tenant, with an additional temptation of refidence 
to the former and improvement to the latter; it is, in ſhort, an 
open of 200 ſeats to property, to talents, and to both mixed, to 
be elected by the yeomanry and citizens. 

We have in this plan committed no violence on the principles 
of the conſtitution, and ſcarcely any on its geography. We 
have added one member to the counties and the three grear cities, 
becauſe we think the landed intereſt is not proportionably repre- 
ſented, and the miniſterial intereſt beyond all proportion repre- 
ſented; and we have extended the boundary of the borough, 
becauſe we find in the old boundary nothing to repreſent; we 
have not extended the boundary to the whole of the county, be- 
cauſe we would not extinguiſh or overbalance an iptegral part of 
the Parliament, the citizens and burgeſſes; and we have extend- 
ed the line beyond the borough, to a line of 24 miles, to encom- 
paſs a maſs of landed intereſt as long as land is productive, and 
commercial intereſt, if within 24 miles any commerce ſhall exiſt, 
as commerce ſhall within that diſttict encreaſe and flouriſh, its 
balance on the return will encreaſe, and there will yet remain a 
great landed intereſt in the repreſentation, even though com- 
merce ſhould within that diſtrict totally decline. Thus we have 
as far as is practicable provided againſt the effect of the fluctua- 
tion of property, we have not corrected oligarchy as wae erro- 
neouſly objected to us by oligarchy, but by ariſtocracy and de- 
mocracy mixed : by landed property and by democracy of cities. 
We have applied the principies of the Enpliſh conſtitution to the 
ſtate of Iriſh property with a deciſive advantage for the preſent, 
and with ſuch growing advantages to the future, as muſt ariſe 
from the growth of commerce and the growing diffuſion of 
riches! Weigh then the objections to the bill, and you will find 
they amount either to a depreciation cf the principles of the 
Britiſh conſtitution in their application to lreland, or to a de- 
mand for an Agrarian law. 

I do not ſay that this bill in its preſent ſhape is perfect; on 
the contrary, I would wiſh to propoſe conſiderable alterations 
the franchiſe ſhould be extended to termers for years, perhaps 
fome others,..the duration of Parliament ſhould be diminiſhed, 


the powers of the corporation to make voters totally extinguiſh- 
ed ;—after theſe amendments, I do not ſay the bill would be then 
an exact repreſentation of the property of the country or of the 
2 part of the community; no, becauſe that is impoſſi- 

le and that is unneceſſſry; no, but it would be a ſubſtantial re- 
preſentation of botti—that is, it would anſwer all the political 
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purpoſes of adequate repreſentation ; it would be quod erat defi- 
deratum— it would not be arithmetically equal, but ic would be 
ſubltantially and practically adequate; it would give to the maſs 
of property, commercial and landed, inſtead of a fourth, the 
whole of the return of members to ſerve in Parliament, and with 
the mals of property it would give you the beſt chance for the 
maſs of talents. But, ſays my right hon. friend, why agitate the 
people now ? we have not created, we have found the agitation 
of this ſubject, and therefore the queſtion is not now, whether 
we ſhall agitate but abandon this ſubject ; and ſure I am that we 
ſhould agitate the people much more by renouncing, than by 
purſuing their great object, a more equal repreſentation of the 
people; we ſhould then leave them at large on this ſubject to 
their own deſpair, or to thoſe deſperate ſuggeſtions which every 
ſeditious bungler may propoſe, while the abuſes of your repre- 
fentation abandoned to ſuch hands make every quack a doctor, 
and every fool a philoſopher. —Sir, it is the excellence of our 
conſtitution that it contains in itſelf the ſeeds of its own refor- 
mation, and to this excellence I attribute its duration; other 
countries have preſerved abuſes until they accumulated and were 
finally levelled indeed, but with the cftabliſhments themſelves by 
the deluge of anarchy, inſtead of being removed by a reforma- 
tion. You yourſelves to a degree were ſenſible of this; have 
made reforms in the executive and in the judicial branches, but 
in the repreſentation you however have none, and without re- 
forms in the latter, you will have made none of any great effect 
in the former; for until the preſent repreſentation is reformed, 
your bench of juſtice, your executive power, your Houſe of 
Peers, will be from time to time, as they have been, contami- 
nated.— By ſacrificing the firſt now and then to the application 
of the borough-monger, by modelling the ſecond merely to gra- 
tify the ſams borough-monger, and by the ſale of the pecrage 
for the borough-monger, to the diſgrace of one houſe, and the 
corruption of both. So ſtrongly am I of this opinion, that I 
imagine with a reform in the abuſe of repreſentation, all the 
other abuſes would be quelled; whereas without it the reform 
of the other abuſes will be but plauſible and palliative. But, ſays 
the right hon. baronet, is not this reform a ſtep to a ſucceſſion 
of innovation? He goes farther, he ſays, does it not lead to 
perſonal repreſentation? to which I direAly anſwer, it leads 
from perſonal repreſentation, not to it, it aſcertains repreſentation 
to property, and to the propertied community, and whatever 
force, weight, influence, or autharity both poſſeſs, unites them 
againſt the attempt in favour of perſonal repreſentation. 
Frecholders, leaſcholders, and all refident trading intereſts, are 
now in the ſtruggle of our parliamentary conſtitution ſpectators; 
they would then be parties.— They now cnjoy a power of re- 
turning one-fifth of the houſe, and therefore are little intereſted 
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for it, and that they may have a ſpeculation on the intereſt that 
might ariſe to them on throwing up that fifth, and dividing the 
whole with population; they therefore ſome of them may. be 
parties againſt it, but if they had the whole of the return they 
would then be the proprietors, and they would defend the par- 
liamentary conſtitution againſt innovation, with the ſame zeal 
with which the oligarchy now defends his boroughs againſt re- 
formation; but with this difference, that the exiſting parliamen- 
tary conſtitution would then be defended againſt innovation with 
the ſtrength of all the property and all the propertied public, 
whereas it is now defended with the ſl:ength of about 40 indivi- 
duals, and about 200,000/. rental, that is, without the ſtrength 
of population or of property ; and it is a decided proof of its 
weakneſs; that the borough-mongers could not now defend it 
without the influence of Government, and a further proof of its 
weakneſs is the propoſal of a plan of perſonal repreſentation. 
Sir, could ſuch a monſter be offered as a propoſal that the per- 
ſons who receive alms ſhould vote the taxes, if there was not 
another monſter much leſs miſproportioned, but a monſter not- 
withſtanding in the exiſting conſtitution, where a few individuals, 
as little the property of the country as its population, vote thoſe 
taxes,—lt follows from what I have ſaid, that the beſt method 
of ſecuring the parliamentary conſtitution is to embody in its 
ſupport the maſs of property which will be generally found 
to include the maſs of talents, and that the worſt way of ſecur- 
ing your parliamentary conſtitution is to reſt it on oligarchy, 
oligarchy that is a bad form of government, oligarchy that is 
always a weak one. | 

But, ſays the right hon. baronet, France ! take warning from 
France, —lf France is to be a leſſon, take the whole of that 
leſſon ; if her frantic convention is to be a monitreſs againſt the 
vices of a republic, let the cauſes which produced that conven- 
tion be an admonition againſt the abuſes of monarchy. France 
would reform nothing until abuſes accumulated, and government 
was ſwept away in a deluge, until an armed force redreſſed the 
ſtate, and then, as will be generally the caſe, united on becoming 
the government. It was not a progreſs from reformation to in- 
novation, but from one modification of a military government, 
that 18, of one anarchy to another; in principle therefore the caſe 
of France does not apply, in policy {till leſs; for ſure I am, if there 
is an attempt to introduce the rebellious graces of a republic into 
theſe countries, the beſt precaution is to diſcountenance them by 
the ſober attraions of a limited monarchy, and the worſt pre- 
caution is to preſerve all the abuſes of the latter to pre- engage 
men againſt the vices of the former. 

On this principle I conceive the enemies to the conſtitution 
are the extremes. The advocate for its abuſes and the leveller of 
its eſtabliſſmmenis. The advocate for its abuſes, in his diſcourſe 
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pabliſhed in the laſt ſummer, and circulated in both countries 
againſt the Catholic bill, the reform of Parliament, and the peo- 
ple of Ireland, falſiſies the origin of the Commons in order to 
ſupport the defects in the repreſentatien, He ſtates, that the 
Commons were ſeldom called, and then only for ſubſidy, and 
this he calls the original purity of the Engliſh conſtitution. The 
period of its formation as beſt aſcertained was the time of the 
Edwards; and in the veign of Edward I. there were abour 
25 parliaments; in the reign of Edward II. about 11; and 
in that of Edward III. about 70 great councils or parlia- 
ments, and to theſe parliaments you find the Commons were 
ſummoned ; therefore it is ignorance to ſay, that the Commons 
were ſeldom ſummoned, and it is no leſs ignorance to tay they 
were only ſummoned for money ; for you will in the different 
parliaments of thoſe reigns, find the Commons occupied with 
the ſubjects of war, peace, treaty, the regulation of the houſe- 
hold, the regulation of the king's counſellors, the ſtaple, the 
coinage, the price of proviſion, the conduct of miniſters, and the 
making of laws. 

And if authority was neceſſary to ſupport hiſtory, you find in 
the reign of Richard II. the ſtatute of hereſy taken off the roll, 
becauſe ſmuggled through parliament without the affent of the 
Commons. You find Blackſtone expreſs in declaring, that the 
principle of the conſtitution of parliament as it now ſtands was 
laid in the charter, and that it exiſted in fact ever ſince the reign 
of Henry III. You will find writs extant, and the purpoſes 
for which the Commons were called, viz. the ardua regni, not 
ſubſidy, expreſſed in thoſe writs, and you will for the whole con- 
clude, that this advocate for abuſes has traduced the inheritance 
of the people, and that inſtead of being called ſeldom, and then 
only for money, the Commons were ia the purity of the conſti- 
tution an eſſential part of the legiſlation ; and you will alſo find 
that they were the repreſentative of landed and commercial pro- 
perty. In tracing the errors of this patron of abuſes, you arrjve 
at the truths which have confuſed him.—He had probably heard 
of a general and particular parliament, but had not learned to 
diſtinguiſh the purpoſes for which they were called, the general 
parliament being called for purpoſes affecting the realm, the par- 
ticular, which is properly called a great council, for purpoſes af- 
fecting the order of men only, of which that council was com- 
poſed ; probably the uncertainty of the writ of ſummons was 
another cauſe of his confuſion, but he ſhould have underſtood 
the reaſon, and then he would have learned that the writ follow- 
ed the property, and when the borough was decayed was not di- 
rected thereunto. Thus in 34 of Edward I. you find a ſum- 
mons to parliament of one or two burgeſſes from each borough, as 
the boroughs ſhall be found greater or leſs: why? becaule the 
repreſentation had reference to the property, and not to the 
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name ; becauſe though the Commons were an eſſential part of 
the parliament, the particular borough was not an eſſential part 
of the Commons ; becauſe in the origin of the conſtitution there 
was a principle of reform as well as of property, which principle 
was then very improperly exerciſed by a& of prerogative, and 
which it is now very properly propoled ſhould be exerciſed by 
act cf legiſlation, | 

The advocate for abuſes having falſified the origin of the 
Commons, proceeds to falſify the importance, and with precipi- 
tate ignorance and ſhallow preſumption, tells us that the ſecurity 
of the liberty of the people is placed in the ariſtocratic influence 
of theirfrepreſentatives, and the ignorance of his obſervation he 
applies not only to Ireland but to Great Britain; as the Engliſh 
Commons encreaſed in ariſtocratic influence, ſays the patron of 
abuſes, their liberties were beſt defended. It is not ſo, it is al- 
moſt directly the contrary. If he meant by ariſtocratic influence 
borough influence, he talks idly, and if he means wealth be ex- 
preſſes himſelf improperly ; liberty was not beft defended as the 
Commons became an ariftocratic power, but as ariſtocratic wealth 
and feudal principality were alienated, melted, and diffuſed 
among the Commons; not as the Commons ceaſed to be Com- 
mons, but as great men became Commons by alienation, and 
ſmall men became ſuch by commerce, as the Commons grew in 
wealth the better to combat that ariſtocratic influence, and not 
as they themſelves became a part of that influence and eeaſed to 
be Commons. To the ariſtocratic power, which the patron of 
abuſes wonld ſet up as the bulwark of freedom, mult we attribute 
the fall of freedom and the cataſtrophe of kings. To this muſt 
we attribute the barons war and five depoſitions, and to the di- 
minution of that power are we to attribute the bill of rights and 
the revolution, both carried in the Commons again the altera- 
tions and interpolations attempted by this ariſtocratic interpoũ- 
tion and influence, It is true, though the power of the baron 
is gone, the influence of the borough patron remains; aud 
therefore, though there is no civil war there will continue to be 
faction. For wherever the powers of the conſtitution fall into 
the hands of an oligarchy, the crown and the people muſt alter- 
vately capitulate, the one for his freedom and the other for his 
prerogative; and if I were to come to any general concluſion on 
this part of the ſubje&, it would be that the diſturbance of Go- 
vernment has been the effect of the prevalence of oligarchy, and 
the fieedom of the people the effect of its decline. 

I do not preſs the patron of abuſe with the recollection of the 
cauſes which recovered and ſecures the liberty of his own coun- 
try; he has had very little to ſay to them; but let me inſtruct 
him and tell him that the beft ſecurities for the liberty of the 
people is their wealth, and the adequate repreſentation of that 
wealth, and the public ſpirit animating that repreſentation, aud 
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if the exiſting repreſentation is too contracted to ſuffer thoſe 
energies to act within the frame of the conſtitution, that frame 
is defeRive and the libertics of your country are in danger, or 
the framer of your conſtitution. 

The patron of abuſes having attacked the principles of the 
conſtitution, at laſt confeſſes his own, and tells you that parlia- 
ment ſhould not be independent, that is, that it ought to be cor- 
rupt, and the profligacy of his opinion he attempts to ſupport- 
by the miſapplication of his cafes; and he mentions, as inftauces 
of independency, the long parliament that was not independent, 
but dragooned, and the National Convention of France that is 
dragooned likewiſe ; but after ſuch a declaration, I ſhould ſcorn 
to argue with the inapplication of his caſes, or the weakneſs of 
his logic; but I mult proteſt againſt the profligacy of his doc- 
trines—doGrines ſubverſive of liberty, of government, Britiſh 
connection and moral obligation. Worſe even than the abuſes ſo 
defended is a plan I have ſeen for their reformation, perſonal or 
individual repreſentation, 

The principle of ſuch a plan is a complete, avowed, and un- 
qualified departure from the vital and fundamental article of the 
Britiſh conſtitution, in practice and in theory; and I muſt ſay, 
fuch an outſet requires no ſmall degree of miſchievous and ſenſe- 
leſs temerity. With equal folly does this plan violate the deareſt 
rights of man, for if there is one right of man intirely indiſput- 
able, it is that which gives to the individual in particular, and 
the community in general, the fruits of his and of their induſ- 
try; thus the paſſenger through your field, or the labourer on 
your farm, has no right to make rules for the management of the 
ſame, nor have the aggregate of labourers or of non-proprietors 
a right to make rules or ordinances for the land farms or trade 
of the community. 

This reafoning applies very ſtrongly to the caſe of Ireland, be- 
cauſe it appeared on the hearth-money- ſurvey of the laſt year, 
that thoſe who were to be exempted from the hearth-money for 
want of property, were more than half of our inhabitants. Tt 
was belides inſiſted on by the objectors to reform on the princi- 
ple of property, that ſuch a principle excluded the majority; it 
follows that the plan which gives votes to all the inhabitants, and 
gives away to that majority the fruits of the induſtry of the com- 
munity, gives away the eſtate of the landholder, the farm of the 
freeholder, the leaſe of the leaſcholder, and the trade of the citi- 
zen, to be ordered and diſpoſed of by a majority, who are con- 
feſſed to have neither eſtate, nor farm, nor leaſe, nor trade. 
That is the plan that robs the individual, and the community of 
the fruits of their induſtry, and deftroys the repreſentation of 
property. Under the pretence of eſtabliſhing a repreſentation of 
exiſtence, it deſtroys a principle which is real and ſacred, to eſta- 
bliſh a conceit which is affected and nonſenſical. 
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But it is not merely to thoſe who have neither farm, freehold, 
nor trade, that this plan extends the right of voting ;—it gives 
the return of members to ſerve in parliament to all the common 
ſoldiers, to the reſident army, horſe, foot and dragoons—to the 
police—to the ſcavenger. It goes farther, it gives that right to 
all hoſpitals, to almſmen, to Channel row, and every beggarman 
in the kingdom of Ireland. It goes farther, it gives that right 
to every criminal—whiteboys that break laws, and defenders 
who ſteal arms; and would thus preſent you with a repreſenta- 
tion of felons as well as of paupers. To ſuch a monſtrous con- 
Ritution, whoſe frenzy, folly, and wickedneſs, muſt excite at 
once your ſcorn and horror, the objection is not merely that ſuch 
perſons would be repreſented, but the perſons who have no pro- 
perty in land, leaſe, freehold, or trade, being confeſſedly the 
majority, it follows under ſuch a plan that ſuch perſons alone 
would be repreſented, and that the landholder, leaſeholder, far- 
mer and tradeſman, confeſſedly the minority, with their one 
vote only, this plan allows them no more, would not be repre- 
ſented at all, it follows that thoſe who have nothing in land, 
| leaſe, farm, or trade, would return the parliament ; that is, thoſe 
who had nothing in the common ſtock would make the laws, 
and the men who receives alms wou'd vote the taxes. You held 
the Catholic to be a ſlave when his property was taxed withou: 
his conſent by the Proteſtant; the plan of perſonal repreſentation 
does away the franchiſe of the Catholic bill, and taxes both Pro- 
reſtant and Catholic without the conſent of either, by introduc- 
ing a new ſet of voters who ſhall outnumber both, a body who 
have not with reſpect to you, like the Catholics in property, a 
common, but have a diſtin and oppoſite intereſt, and are not po- 
litically the ſame but eſſentially different; a body who puts no- 
thing into the common ſtock, and are to take every thing out 
of it, ſome of them are the objects of your charity, others the 
objects of your jultice, and all of them now invited to become 
iaſtruments cf miſchief and members of government.—A plan 
which inſults the beggar with a power in the ſtate, and which 
robs the people of their influence in the conſtitution ; which goes 
againſt the rights of man and the principles of the Britiſh con- 
ſtitution, which deſtroys all the counties; which takes away 
from every citizen and freeholder one vote by regulation, and 
extinguiſhes by the voice and votes of the multitude the effect cf 
the other; and which by its direct and indirect operation, taken 
together, disfranches all the property in the kingdom, with ſuck 
electors as have none, and whoſe condition alone, however ſubdi- 
vided their multitude, would make an election a riot: with ſuc! 
an unqualified rout the plan of perſonal repreſentation becomes 
more alarming, by doubling the number of elections and making 
the parliament annual ; that is, by diminiſhing the franchiſe and 
doubling the confuſion, afterward making that confuſion eternal, 
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ſo that inſtead of 150 elections once in eight years, we ſhould 
have every year 300 elections. | 

Suppoſe a potwalloping borough without even the reſtraint of 
a potwalloping qualification; ſuppoſe an election, of which 
Swords gives you an orderly and tranquil image, multiplied into 
300 inſtances, and blazing out every year at the ſame moment 
in every part of the kingdom: Trade, induſtry, government, 
order, liberty, external conſequence and internal repoſe, in ſhort, 
young Ireland, what muſt be your lot? while the buſineſs of 
your legiſlation, your trade, and your agriculture ſtood ſtill, to 
give way to this univerſal canvaſs and univerſal diſorder, to this 
permanent intoxication and revolutionary riot. 

To deſtroy the influence of landed property is the object of 
individual repreſentation, but its immediate effe& would be to. 
extinguiſh the people. The rich might for a time make a ſtrug- 
glez they might in ſome places buy a mob, who by ſuch a plan 
would be all electors; they might beſet the huſtings with their 
retainers, who by ſuch a plan would all be electors, or they 
might purchaſe the votes of that great body of electors intro- 
duced by ſuch a plan into the conſtitution, all the beggars in 
the neighbourbood. The miniſter too, for the ſhort time ſuch a 
plan ſuffered king or miniſter, could in the corrupt confuſion of 
ſuch elections, preſerve ſome influence by the application of the 
treaſury and the command of the army, he could have all the 
ſwords and votes of all the common ſoldiers. But the farmer 
and the citizen could have none of thoſe advantages, and indeed, 
what farmer or citizen would go to the huſting of a medley of 
offenders met on a plan, where bayonets, blundgeons and whiſ- 
key, elected the Houſe of Commons? In the mean time, the re- 
ſpe& which the landlord and candidate now pay to the farmer 
aud to the citizen would be at an end, and inſtead of reſorting 

to the farmer for his vote and intereſt, the ſquire would go to the 
farmer's dung-yard, and canvaſs the boys of his bawn, who 
would have more votes, though neither farm nor freehold ; the 
cooſequence of che citizen would be at an end alſo, and inſtead 
going to his ſhop to aſk the tradeſman for his vote, the candidate 
would apply to the beggar on the bridge, or the ſcavenger in the 
kennel, or to the hoſpitals, or Channel-row, and thoſe places 
where the poor are now wiſely ſupplied with bread, inſtead of be- 
tug intoxicated with hand-bills, offering in the place of bread, the 
hopes of 1eturning the parliament, and becoming a third conſti- 
tutive part of the legiſlature, 

Such would be the ſtate of election, under this plan of per- 
ſonal repreſentation, which from a revolution of power would 
ſpeedily lead to a revolution of property, and become a . of 
phinder as well as a ſcene of confuſion; for if you trans the 
power of the ſtate to thoſe who have nothing in the country, 
they will afterward transfer the property, and annex it once more 
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to the power in their own perſons ;—give them your power and 
they will give themſelves your property ; of ſuch a reprefenta- 
tion as this plan would provide, the firſt ordinance would be rob- 
bery, accompanied with the circumſtance incidental to robbery, 
murder ! Such we have ſeen in France on a ſimilar experiment. 
There were two models for thoſe who undertook to reform 
the legiſlature=the principles of the Britiſh conſtitution, with 
all its proſperity, the confuſions of the French with all its 
maſfacres ; deliberately have the authors of the plan of perſonal 
repreſentation preferred the latter. Their plan at another time 
had been only evidence of utter incapacity, at this and with the 
circumſtance of its moſt active circulation, it is a proof of the 
worſt intentions; their plan is an elementary French conſtitu- 
tion, ſent to the different cabins of Ireland for their adoption; 
it is an invitation unavailing, conſidering the general loyalty of 
the people, I allow, but not the leſs wicked and vicious, an in- 
vitation, I ſay, from a blaſted Jacobin ſociety to the peafantry, 
to riſe in a maſs and demand a French conſtitution, under the 
maſk of reforming the parliament—as ſuch I would reſiſt it 
As ſuch, as long as there is ſpirit or common ſenſe in the king- 
dom, we will all and for ever reſiſt it—but though the prepetra- 
tion of the attempt you may defy, yet the miſchief of the at- 
tempt you muſt acknowledge. It has thrown back for the pre- 

ſent the chance of any rational improvement in the repreſenta- 
tion of the people, and has betrayed the fate of a good reform 
to the hopes of a ſhabby inſurrection. There are two charac- 
ters equally enemies to the reform of parliament, and equally 
enemies to the government—the leveller of the conſtitution, 
and the friend of its abuſes; they take different roads to 
arrive at the ſame end; the levellers propoſe to ſubvert the 
king and parliamentary conſtitution by a rank and unqualified 
democracy, the friends of its abuſes propoſe to ſupport the king 
and govern the parliament, and therefore in the end to overſet 
both by a rank and an avowed corruption. They are both in- 
cendiaties; the one inflames the people by ſenſeleſs flattery, the 
other by ſenſeleſs petulance ; the one would deſtroy government 
to pay his court to liberty the other would deſtroy liberty to 
pay his court to government; but the liberty ef the one would 
be confuſion, and the government of the other would be pollu- 
tion. The one is a hypocrite that in the mimic trances of pub- 
lie zeal would overſet the throne—the other is a ſaucy ſlave more 
deſtitute of virtue than of talent, who wraps himſelf up in the 
threadbare gown of zeal for government, and ſtabs his country 
to the heart. Thus theſe oppoſite and bad characters would 
meet at laſt on the ground of their common miſchief, the ruins 
of the beſt regulations that ever diſtinguiſhed human wiſdom, 
thoſe that limit the power of the crown, and thoſe that refttain 
the impetuoſity of the people. | 
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Adverting to your conſtitution with particular care, I find in 
its preſent defective ſtate of repreſentation, we have neither re- 
preſentation of property nor of any proportion of property ; it 
appeared that leſs than go, but in fact, I believe, about 40 indi- 
viduals, return a vaſt majority of the Houſe of Commons-—of 
property it will be found that thoſe perſons who return that ma- 
Jority (it 1s I believe two-thirds) have not. an annual income of 
300, oool. while they give and grant above 3, co, oool.—that is, 
the taxes they give are 10 times, and the property they tax is in- 
finitely greater than the property they repreſent; this conſtitu- 
tion of diſproportion — this repreſentation of perſon, not property, 
of the perſons of a few individuals is leſs defenſible when you 
look to its origin. I have heard of the antiquity of borough re- 
preſentation in Ireland—it is a groſs and monſtrous impoſition, 
this borough repreſentation is upſtart, the greater part of which 
was created by James I. for the known and profeſſed purpoſe 
of modelling parliament. . Hear—hear the account of that pro- 
ject in Ireland. Chief Baron Gilbert ſays, * the conſtitution of 
boroughs did not ariſe from burgage tenures as in England, but 
from conceſſions from the king to ſend members created in later 
times, when by ſecuring an intereſt in ſuch towns proper repre- 
ſentatives to ſerve the turn of the court were ſent to parlia- 
ment. — In Leland, you find them deſcribed as follows: A 
number of new boroughs, moſt of them inconſiderable, and ma- 
ny too poor to afford wages to repreſentatives, muſt be entirely 
2 to government, and mult return its creatures and depen+ 
dants'; ſuch an acceſſion of power could not fail to encourage ad- 
miniſtration to purſue the dictates of its paſſions and reſentments. 
The perſons returned were—whom ?—clerks, attornies, and ſer- 
vants of the Lord Deputy; there is the ſacred model!“ 

But, ſay gentlemen, the boroughs have in their operation 
done prodigies;—one great operation has been to tax the country 
at large for places and penſions for borough repreſentatives. See 
how the conſtitution by borongh and not repreſentation work- 
ed previous to the revolution, it ſcarcely worked at all. Of the 
laſt century, near 85 years at different intervals paſſed without a 
parliament—from 1585 to 1612, that is, 27 years, no parliament 
from 1615 to 1634, 19 years, no parliament from 1648 to 
1661, 13 years, no parliament—from 1666 to 1692, that is, 26, 
no parliament.—Pefore the revolution it thus appears that with 
the rights and the name, Ireland had not the poſſeſſion of a par- 
liamentaty conſtitution—and it will appear ſince the revolution, 
ſhe had no conſtitutional parliament. ——From 1692 to 1768, near 
70 years, almoſt two-thires of a century, the tenure was during 
the life of the King; ſince that time of limitation of the term 
there have been two reforms in the eſſence of parliament, but 
reforms which I ſhall diſtinguiſh from the conſtitutional reform 
deſired in the bill, by the appellation of anti-reforms. The firſt 
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anti · reform procured by the treaſury, was the creation of a num» 
ber of new parliamentary proviſions, in the years 69, 70 and 71, 
for the purpoſe of creating repreſentatives of the miniſter to 
counteract and counterbalance the repreſentatives of the ariſto- 
cracy ; this anti-reform or modelling of the legiſlature was em- 
phatically deſcribed and authoritatively confeſſed, by a memorable 
declaration and ſcandalousjuſtrfication,and the government was ſaid 
to have paid, for defeating the ariftocratic influence, a ſum of half a 
million, a ſum which would have bought 50 boroughs to be open 
to the people, and which the people were declared to have paid 


to procure a certain number of members in parliament to repre 
{ent the miniſter. „ 27 36+ 50 
The ſecond period of anti- reform was in 89, when the ſame 
ſum was declared as likely to be expended for the ſame purpoſe, 
for the purpoſe of buying more repreſentatives of the then mi- 
niſter to countera& tbe remaining ſtrength of the repreſentatives 
of the ariſtocracy, that is, when 15 new parliamentary proviſions 
were created, to procure 15 new miniſterial repreſentatives; here 
is the other half million, and here are two anti-reforms, which 
have coſt the nation as much as would buy 100 boroughs, that 
is, all the boroughs. Which (the 15 new court repreſentatives 
of 89 being added to thoſe of 69 or about that period, and to 
the gradual additions ſince) make altogether from 40 to 570 new 
additional repreſentatives of adminiſtration, which is a number 
nearly equal to all the knights of the ſhire. EY 
I have heard the word innovation —would they who exclaim 
thus call 40 additional members to the counties, innovation, * 
40 additional members to the miniſters none —is the extent o 
the principle of repreſentation to more county members innova- 
tion ?—and the ſubverſion of that principle in the inſtances, I 
ſpeak of, none? Is a fuller and fairer repreſention of property on 
the prineiples of the conſtituion innovation, and a fuller repre- 
ſentation of the treaſury none? The queſtion is not now, whe- 
ther you will admit the idea of a reform of parliament, but hav- 
ing admitted and ſubmitted to 4nnovation in the ſhape of abuſe, 
whether you will not now counteract that abuſe in the ſhape of re- 
formation? Gentlemen ſpeak of a fixed conſtitution Bir, theſe 
:boroughs are not a fixed conſtitution, but floating property, a 
proviſion for younger children, a payment for debts, and a mort- 
gage on the treaſury for the family of the proprietor ;—the 
queſtion is then, whether a property which is now at market ſhall 
be bought by individuals or opened to the people? Whether the 
' miniſter ſhall from time to time buy ſuch portions of your con- 
ſtitution, as ſhall ſecure him at all times a majority againſt the 
people; or a reform ſhall ſo coutroul that influence as to ſecure 
to the people the chante of a majority in their own houſe of par- 
Jiament ? 2 . i 8 * 


+ 
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When I ſay this is a queſtion, I am in error; it can be no 
queſtion, or at leaſt this is the only aſſembly in which it could 
be a queſtion ; let not gentlemen complain of ſtirring the ſubject; 
they ſtirred, they decided the ſubject. they who negociated the 
half million they who created in 1789, the memorable increaſe of 
eourt repreſentation—they who confeſſed the half million, and 

they who deviſed the ſale of the peerage. We are only the ad- 
vocates for a reform of parliamcnt—but they are the evidence of 

its neceſſity; they do not draw that concluſion themſelves; no, 
hat they are the evidence that force the concluſion upon you. 

Gentlemen have talked of innovation; have they conſidered 
the date of boroughs when they talk in this manner? Many of 
theſe boroughs were at firſt free boroughs, perhaps one half of 
the whole was free by charter, and have been made cloſe bo- 
roughs by its violation, and are in law extin&, and their mem- 
hers now fit in this Houſe in face of the law of the land, as well 
as the principles of the conſtitution. We moved to go laſt ſeſ- 
Hon into an examination, but gentlemen were afraid; we wiſh to 
go now into an examination, and if they will venture, we have 
reaſon to think we can ſhow you that many of thoſe boroughs 
are dead in law, and their members fit here by intruſion. 

We conclude this head, by three obſervations: 1ſt, That in 
Ireland the erection of the majority of boroughs, was with a 

view to ſubvert her parliamentary conftitution. 2d, That the 
uſe made of thoſe boroughs ſince, by the ſale of peerages, and 
by the procuring at each general election portions of the parlia- 
nt, has tended to undermine that conſtitution, zd, That a 
great part of thoſe boroughs have at this moment no exiſtence in 
law. We therefore conclude with Locke and Bolingbroke : 
| © Things of this world are in fo conſtant a flux, that nothing 
remains long in the ſame ſtate; thus people, riches, trade, 
power, change their ſtations, flouriſhing mighty cities come to 
ruin, and prove in time neglected deſolate corners; whilſt other 
uafrequented places grow into populous countries, filled with 
| wealth aud inhabitants. But things not always changing equally, 

and private intereſt often keeping up cuſtoms and privileges 
when the reaſons of them are ceaſed, it often comes to paſs, 
that in governments, where part of the legiſlative conſiſts of re- 
preſentatives, choſen by the people, that in tract of time, this 
preſentation becomes very unequal and diſproportionate to the 
—_— it was at firſt eſtabliſbed upon. To what groſs abſurdi- 
tics the following of cuſtom, when reaſon has left it, may lead, 
we may be ſatished, when we ſee the bare name of a town, of 
which there remain not ſo much as the ruins, where ſcarce ſo 
much houſing as a ſheepcote, or more inhabitants than a ſhepherd, 
re to be found, ſends as many repreſentatives to the grand aſ- 
fembly of law-makers, as a whole county, numerous in peaple, 
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and powerful in riches; this ſtrangers ſtand amazed at, and every 
one mult confeſs needs a remedy.” 

Speaking of the revolution, Lord Bolingbroke adds, If it 
had been ſuch, with reſpect to the elections of members to ſerve - 
in Parliament, theſe elections might have been drawn back to 
the antient principle on which they had been eſtabliſhed ; and 
the tale of property which was followed antiently, and was per- 
verted by innumerable changes that length of time produced, 
might have been reſtored ; by which the communities to whom 

the right of electing was truſted, as well as the qualification of 
the eleQors and the elected, might have been ſettled in propor- 
tion to the preſent ſtate of things. Such a remedy might have 
wrought a radical cure to the evil that threatens our conſtitu- 
tion ; whereas, it is much to be apprehended, even from expe- 
rience, that all others are merely palliative; and yet the palli- 
ative muſt be employed, no doubt, till the ſpecific can be pro- 


cured.” 


Mr. Jsrnsox ſaid, I am afraid we may augur with too much 
certainty, from what has paſſed in the courſe of this ſeſſion, that 
the right hon. baronet has ſpoken the ſenſe of the other ſide of 
the Houſe, and is to be ſupported with the whale weight of ad- 
miniſtration, and that he has not riſen firſt upon this occaſion, 
merely, becauſe his nature and his babit ſeems to make it im- 
poſſible fdr him to fit filent when the queſtion of reform is men- 
tioned either here or any where elſe, a meaſure againſt which he 
has ſo long and ſo ſucceſsfully directed the triple weapons of 
ſpeech, pamphlet, and ſong. | 

I own, I did not ſuppoſe, till I heard the ſpeech of the right 
hon. baronet, that any one could expect to be able to — 
all the exceptions which have been made to the preſent ſyſtem af 
repreſentation; many and multiform as they are, as reſolvable 
into one blind and undiſtinguiſhing objection to the inſufficiency 
of the number of the whole body of electors, and yet upon the 
aſſumption of this one poſition, is founded the whole of the hon. 
baronet's argument, that goes to ſhew «the inadequacy of the 
preſent bill to the object it profeſſes, and its inefficacy to ſatisfy 
the demands of the people; I will be bold to ſay, that this, fo 
far from being the only, has ever been made the principal. ob- 
jection by any rational reformer iu this country, that, on the con- 
trary, moſt reaſonable men have been ready to admit, that the 
whole number of electors in this country, amounting as it does 
to nearly one hundred thouſand, might, if properly arranged, 
form a very good baſis of popular repreſentation, and might be 
conſidered as a very fair ſample from which the opinions of the 
people at large might be tolerably well collected; accordingly 

bt hon. gentleman's bill is not a bill to extend the elec - 


the "g 
tive franchiſe, but what its title profeſſes it to be, a bill to 
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amend and reform the ſtate of the repreſentation of the people 
in parliament; and the hon. baronet well knows that a very 
large adqition might be made to the number of electors in this 
country, without amending or reforming the ſtate of the repre- 
ſentation. I cannot long be at a loſs for an inſtance to prove 
this poſition, when I can adduce the extenſion of the elective 
franchile by the Catholic bill of the laſt ſeſſion, which though it 
was argued on one fide of the Houſe, as a meaſure which ſet 
the abſurdity of the preſent ſtate of the repreſentation in a more 
glaring light, and on the other, as a reaſon for continuing it as 
it is, was never itſelf either called or ſuppoſed to be a meaſure 
of parliamentary reform; I would therefore contraſt the right 
hon. gentleman's bill with that bill of the laſt ſcſſion, and main- 
tain that it is a bill correſponding to its title and adequate to 
the object it profeſſes, of amending, altering, and reforming the 
ſtate of the repreſentation, though it does not hold forth any 
conſiderable extenfion of the elective franchiſe. 

I do think that the right hon. mover was fairly entitled to a 
very different reception of his bill, and that' gentlemen on the 
other fide of the Houſe, having forced the right hon. gentleman 
out of the plain, ſafe, and eaſy courſe he was ſo much inclined 
to have taken, of firſt obtainiug the ſanction of the Houſe, a re- 
ſolution on its general principle, and having obliged him to flake 
the hopes of the country upon the ſubject of reform, on the wiſ- 
dom of his ſpecific plan, that that plan, when he did come for- 
ward, would have been met upon its merits ; but, Sir, I am ſorry 
to ſay, that without thinking himſelf obliged to prove any con- 
nection between the nature or objects of the preſent bill and the 
revolution of a neighbouring country, the gentlemen have not 
failed to take full advantage of that event, and even to deſert, in 
favour of this leading argument, all the minor ſubterfuges and 
pretences by which reform has been ſo long and fo often defeated 
in this Houſe. Sir, if I can diſcover in that monſtrous chaos 
of falſe principle and wicked acts, which calls itſelf the French 
revolution, any thing like a guiding or diſtinguiſhing principle; 
it is this, that every individual in the ſtate has an equal right to 
his exact proportionable ſhare in the government of his country, 
and this is done or affected to be dane, by giving to every indi- 
vidual, without diſtinction, a right of election to a ſingle aſſem- 
bly, which, when elected, contains all the powers of government 
in itſelf; if, Sir, a docttine ſo falſe, ſo alarming, and fo utterly 
znconfiſtent with the principle upon which our own conſtitution 
is founded, had called forth from the other fide of the Houſe, 
the propoſal of a declaratory reſolution, in order to meet and 
combat that doctrine, to re-aſſert the principles of the Britiſh 
tonftitution in the hour of attack, and to reſcue this Houſe 
from the imputation, that when we admit the charge of inade- 


quacy in our repreſentation, we admit it on the grounds on 
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which it is made, ſuch a reſolution would hardly be ſaid to ſa- 
vour of conceſſions to the principle of France ; and why, Sir, a 
bill coming from the other fide of the Houſe, purſuing the ſame 
object, which goes to declare by ſomething more unequivocal 
than any profeſſions in this Houle, by ſomething more ſtrong 
than any reſolution of this Houſe, that we wiſh to recogniſe, not 
paſſively or by conſtruction, but by an act of the legiſlature in 
its favour, the right of ſuffrage, founded upon property, ſhould 
be liable to any objection; upon that ſcore, except becauſe it 
comes from this ſide of the Houſe, I am at a loſs to learn.— Sir, 
I am very ready to admit. that the perſonal right of ſuffrage, or 
the right of univerſal ſuffrage, is utterly incompatible with the 
| Preſervation of property in this country or in any other. I 
xaow very well that the means by which the hands of the many 
are held off from the poſſeſſions of the few, are a nice and artif- 
cial contrivance of civilized ſociety, the phyſical ſtrength is 
theirs already, if we add to that the ſtrength of convention and 
compact, all is at their mercy, and they are at the ſame time 
furniſhed with means of carrying their oppreſſion of the few, to 
an extent to which the nature of things does not permit opprei- 
ſion to be carried, when exerciſed by the few, againſt the many, 
even to the length of extermination itſelf; it is equally incompa- 
tible with the exiſtence of the Britiſh conſtitution ; for if it be 
true, that every individual has a right to the elective franchiſe, 
becauſe he has a right to a ſhare in the government of his coun- 
try, that argument would prove his right to a ſhare, not in a 
part, but in the whole of the legiſlature ; but it is too clear to 
ſtand in need of proof, that no plan of reform, however liberal, 
no extenſion of franchiſe, however unlimited, can do more in 
our conſtitution than give every man an equal ſhare in the election 
of one branch of the legiſlature, while the ſame conſtitution 
gives to a ſmall body of men, a ſhare equal to that branch, and 
to a ſingle man a ſhare nearly equal to either of the other two; 
and therefore, Sir, if the right hon. gentleman's bill went to de- 
mand the eleQive franchiſe tor a ſingle individual, upon this 
ground, I think it ought to meet with this anſwer from all the 
conſtituted authorities of this country; it is better tc make the 
ſtand here, than wait till all is loſt ; but, Sir, the line of demar- 
cation is too clearly drawn, the advocates of univerſal ſuffrage are 
not the friends of this bill, they diſlike it even {till more than the 
preſent ſyſtem, and they diſlike it for every reaſon that ought to 
make it a favourite with this Houſe. | 

Having ſaid ſo much, I ſhall not be afraid to ſay, that little as 
I admire the doctrine of equality when beſt underitood, much as 
J abhor and deteſt it, when abuſed and perverted, as it has been 
by ſome people in this country, I think we ought to adopt fo 
much of that ſtrengthening principle even from France, that 
within the pale of property and that line of diſtinction being 
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clearly marked, we ought to make the elective franchiſe as broad, 
as general, and as equal as poſſible, becauſe in the hour of com- 
mon danger from a common enemy we ought to make the means 
of defence as general as poflible, among all thoſe of our own in- 
clining ; and if ſuffrage be power, which upon one occafion it 
was ſtrongly contended to be, if it be protection againſt power, 
which it was never denied to be, we ought to put that political 
weapon into the hands of every man who is intereſted to uſe it in 
our favour. | 
I am induced to think, that this is the time for ſuch a mea- 
fure, not ſo much from the opinion of a great majority of this 
Houſe, to whom I wiſh to impute no improper motive; enemies 
to reform, at every former period, and to reform now, but from - 
the much more ſtriking and remarkable circumſtance of a few 
gentlemen of the greateſt property in this country ; enemies to 
reform at every former period, but friends to reform now, whoſe 
motives I cannot miſtake, when I ſee them honourably contend- 
ing againft that narrow intereſt which they claim in a part of the 
ſtate, in favour of that great and important ſtake which they 
have in the whole; give me leave to aſk the right hon. baronet, 
who ſo ſtrongly preſſes the argument of time, whether the ap- 
pointment of a committee in the laſt ſeſſion, was not in fact an aban- 
donment of the argument of time; and let me put it to the can- 
dour of another right hon. baronet, who brought forward a reſo- 
lution in that committee, exculpatory of the preſent ſyſtem, 
but coupled with an engagement, that if at any period a plan of re- 
form ſhould be produced, not likely to hazard the advantages of 
the preſent ſyſtem, that it ought to meet with the attention of 
the committee; whether an indefinite objection to the time now 
is conſiſtent with that engagement; and give me leave to admire, 
Sir, the ſingular uſe that was made of another argument which 
ſeemed to have weight every where, for poſtponing the queſtion of 
reform to the Catholic queſtion, in order firſt, to ſee what place 
the Catholics were to take in the ſtate ; what are we to ſay to 
the liberality of any gentleman who could take ſhelter under ſuch 
An argument with a reſerve in his mind, that what place the Ca- 
tholies were to take, ſhould be ultimately, as far as in him lay, a 
matter of no importance, in as much as when their claims were 
adjuſted, he was ſtill to continue an enemy to reform in any ſhape 
whatſoever. This argument I ſhall only ſay as of many others, 
that having anſwered its purpoſe once, it can anſwer it no 
longer, it can only ſerve now-to ſhew that this meaſure is not to 
be met upon its merits, that it muſt be combated by a ſyſtem of 
expedients, the ſcope of which does not extend beyond the poor 
ambition of living from day to day, that it is to be poſtponed or 
evaded by any argument that will ſerve the turn, that it is to be 
refuſed conditionally now, upon an objeQtion to the time of 
bringing it forward, by-thoſe who no doubt will think no time 
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ſo ſit to bring it forward as when the preſent ſyſtem ſhall have 
worked its full effect, and they will be in a condition to refuſe it 
abſolutely and peremptorily. Sir, with reſpect to the bill it- 
ſelf, we are not reduced to look for the principles upon which 
the faulty part of our repreſentation may be amended, to any 
of thoſe vague and general theories which the hon. baronet has 
mentioned, we have much ſafer grounds to go on; firſt, Sir, 
we may have recourſe to that part of our own repreſentation, 
which is on all hands admitted to be ſound ; and next, Sir, we 
may look to the origin of the borough repreſentation in Eng- 
land, where the ſource has been more pure, and where the prac- 
tice has leſa deviated from the theory. I believe, Sir, it may be 
ſaid with truth, that whenever the legiſlature of this country 
have taken notice of the elective franchiſe in counties by election- 
laws, it has not been the policy of the legiſlature to contract, 
but rather to extend the elective ' franchiſe, and although they 
may not have interfered actively to extend it, yet the ſuffering 
the qualification of a county elector to remain at ſo low a rate 
as forty ſhillings for ſo many centuries, bas in fact operated 
(very materially) towards its extenſion; it is not then, an unna- 
tural queſtion to aſk, if this policy be a juſt one, and has been a 
ſource of pride and exultation for ſo many years, how comes it 
that there is all this difference between the right and the poſſeſ. 
ſion, that the. forty ſhilling freeholder in a county ſhould find 
his right of franchiſe held ſacred for many centuries ? Becauſe 
it is a franchiſe founded upon property, and that the ten pound 
frecholder in a borough, ſhould ſeek in vain for his admiſſion to 
the ſame tight, where there is not a ſingle conſtitutional argu- 
ment that goes to ſupport the right of the one that does not 
apply as ſtrongly in favour of the claim of the other. I believe 
that it never was ſuppoſed, that the right of voting in a county 
was a right leſs valuable or leſs honourable in the hands of an 

man, becauſe it is ſhared in common with ſo many of his fellow 
citizens ; nor when it is conſidered as a public truit to be exer- 
ciſed for public purpoſes, would it be confidered as leſs valuable 
in a borough, were it to be ſhared in the ſame manner, when, 
indeed, it is conſidered as a right of pecuniary value, a right of 
which money may be made, a right which may be the object of 
plunder, as it was once expreſſed in this Houſe ; then, indeed, 
we muſt admit, that the whole value of it will depend upon the 
manopoly, upon the narrowneſs of the baſis, upon the excluſion 
of others; but even, Sir, to conſider it in this light, give me 
leave to aſk, in whoſe hands or to whom is the right of franchiſe 
in our boroughs a right of pecuniary value? certainly not in the 
hands of the electors themſelves ; firſt, becauſe there is the bri- 
bery oath in the way, and becauſe it would be immediately fol- 
lowed by the disfranchiſement of the voter, if he was to attempt 
to make ſuch a uſe of it ; but perhaps, it will appeer more clearly 
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from whom the valuable pecuniary right would be taken away 
by aſking this queſtion: If pecuniary compenſation were to be 
made for it to-morrow, to whom would that pecuniary compen- 
ſation be paid? Surely not to the voters themſelves, but to cer- 
tain individuals who have been ſurmiſed often, elſewhere, and 
ſometimes in this Houſe, to have the power of diſpoſing of their 
voices to their own advantage; it is the intereſt of theſe indivi- 
duals alone which has made 'the whole of the difference ; and T 
think I may be very well warranted in aſſerting, that if the le- 
giflature had had only public objects to look to in the one caſe 
as in the other, that the ſame principle would have found as eaſy 
an admiſſion into the borough repreſentation, as it has done into 
the county repreſentation ; that the right of election in boroughs 
as well as in counties, ought to be liberal and extended. 

Let us look, Sir, to the origin of borough repreſentation in 
England. When the burgeſſes were firſt ſummoned to parlia- 
ment, according to the moſt generally received opinion, in the 
reign of Edward I. reprefentatives from the clergy were 
ſummoned to the convocation at the ſame time, and both for the 
faireſt of all reaſons expreſſed in the writ directed to the arch- 
biſhop, that what concerns all, ſhould be conſulted of by all. 
When that great principle was once acknowledged in thoſe days 
of ' ſimplicity, but not of ignorance, no difficulties occurred in 
the execution. When that wiſe prince firſt ſummoned the bur- 
geſſes to parliament, he meant to give a great and efficient ſhare 
in the public councils to the trading intereſt of the kingdom, 
and he confided the execution of the truſt to the actually exiſt. 
ing boroughs, at the time, diſtributing the privilege fairly and 
impartially amongſt them, without regard to corporation or no 
corporation; for at the time the burgeſſes were firſt ſummoned 
by Edward I. there were not thirty corporations in the 
kingdom. The object of the privilege appeared for a long time 
in the manner of exerciſing it; not only were the writs directed 
occalionally to different. boroughs, but there is this curious and 
remarkable circumſtance, that in the writs which firſt ſummoned 
the burgeſſes, the ſheriff is directed, not to return two members 
for every borough, but one or two according to the ſize of the 
" borough. If any motive, not ſtrictly public, could be ſuppoſed 
to operate on the mind of that great prince, it was, becauſe 
cities and boroughs had long been the peculiar favourites and 
beſt ſupporters of all the monarchs in Europe ; and therefore, 
Sir, it is a whimſical eircumſtanee to remark, that gentlemen on 
this night, violent enemies to innovation, and, no doubt, no bad 
friends to monarchy, ſhould find themſelves at war with cke 
oldeſt policy in civilized Europe, and that policy which above all 
others may be called, emphbatically, the policy of kings. 

How different, Sir, is the origin of the borough. repreſenta- 
ꝛion in Lreland ! There is hardly, I believe, a ſingle preſcriptive | 
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borough in the kingdom, a great proportion of them owe their 
origin to the reign of James I. and the rights of return- 
ing members commencing in them all with the charter of incor- 
poration, gave an obvious and eaſy open to the practice of in- 
corporating new and a or old decayed and deſolated 
boroughs, for the purpoſe of giving them the right of ſending 
members to parliament, in order to ſtrengthen local intereſts or 
the intereſt of popular men; in this manner forty boroughs were 
erected by James I. at one time, their patents all running 
in the ſame form. Vet, even, Sir, upon the caſe of thoſe forty 
boroughs, we have a judicial acknowledgment of the true prin- 
ciple of repreſentation in boroughs. The charters of theſe forty 
boroughs came before all the judges of England, and their reſo- 
lution upon them is reported in one of our beſt reporters, my 
Lord Hobart; and it is this, that when there is a corporation 
made by charter from the king, and in the ſame an ordinance, 
that the provoſt and burgeſſes only ſhould chuſe the members, 
the law ſhall veſt the privilege in the whole corporation in point 
of intereſt, though the execution of it is committed to ſome 
perſons, members of the ſame corporation; in this reſolution, 
Sir, we have a judicial and cotemporary authority to warrant us 
in aſſerting, that it will be doing great right to the members of 
theſe corporations at large, and no wrong to any man, to give 
into their hands the cuſtody of that privilege which was theirs 
before in point of intereſt, and which experience has ſhewn has 
not been ſafe in the hands of thoſe to whom it has hitherto been 
intruſted. | 

Sir, if the origin of the borough repreſentation in the two 

countries is thus widely different, ſo is their exiſting ſtate ; and 
this may ſerve for an anſwer to the argument ſo often urged, 
why do we not wait till England takes the lead; Sir, the griev- 
ance does not exiſt in England in the fame degree, and if it did, 
the remedy would be more difficult. 
The conſtitutions of the different boroughs in England are in- 
finitely various, reſembling in ſome meaſure the different conſti- 
tutions of all the different ſtates in the world, which are more or 
leſs popular as time or accidents have operated in their favour ; 
no general line of proſcription could be drawn with any tolerable 
fairneſs, the ſame argument that goes to prove that three thou- 
ſand eleQors afford a ſufficient popular balis for a county, would 
prove that three hundred is nearly ſufficient for a borough, and 
that one hundred is not groſsly inadequate. 

But with reſpe& to the ſtate of the boronghs in Ireland ; [ 
agree with the right hon. baronet, that it is unneceſſary to go 
into the detail; it would be invidious to ſhew how one gentle- 
man's borough is a barn, another a ſteeple, a third a tree; be- 
cauſe if we proceed upon general grounds, it will ſuffice to ſay, 
that the number of voters is fo ſmall as to ſet all apology at de- 
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fiance, on the ſcore of its affording a tolerably popular baſis o 
.repreſentation, and that the number of boroughs on whom thi 
ſentence may be paſſed, is ſo great as to render an appeal to the 
people on the part of the crown by a diffolution of parliame 
nearly as nugatory as it renders the privileges of the people, upon 
2 general election on the expiration of parliament, and by ſo do- 
ing, to prevent the operation of the only two circumſtances, in 
which the ſmalleſt difference can be ſtated between a parliament 
ſitting for a limited time, and a parliament fitting for ever. | 

It happens, Sir, that we may ſometimes pay that tribute to 
the integrity of men's underſtandings, which we cannot always 
do to the conſiſtency of their conduct. I will ſay, that by no 
man, either in public or private, did I ever hear the preſent ſyſtem 
defended, as being 1n reality, a repreſentation of the people, but 
it has been often argued, and is to-night, that a ſyſtem of nomi- 
nation has ſucceeded which anſwers the purpoſes of government 
ſill better, and that it would be of little importance if a great 


majority of this Houſe were in form as they are in effect; nomi- 


nated by certain very reſpectable individuals in this Houfe, and 
certain very reſpectable noble lords in another; this idea was 
once puſhed ſo far in another place: by, perhaps, the moſt inge- 
nious and certainly one of the greateſt and beſt men in Eng- 
land, Mr. Wyndham, as to induce him to ſay, that were the in- 
adequacy of the elective body ſtill greater than it is, nay, if the 
whole Houſe of Commons were elected by the county of Mid- 
dleſex alone, and ſuch a ſhadow of repreſentation were found to 
anſwer the purpoſes of good government, he would not ſeek to 
diſturb it. However, ſpecious this argument may ſound, it 
ſeems clear to me that when it appears 1n its true colours, when 
it is developed and explained, it is nothing more than the old 
argument of power, of that power which in every country, in 
every age, is willing to truſt itſelf, and to miſtruſt all checks that 
can be laid upon it in this country; it comes from a ſuſpicious 
quarter, it is the argument of the ariſtocracy, a body of men 
whom no man reſpe&s more than I do, whom no man denies 
ſhould be inveſted with its due ſhare of weight in the conſtitu- 
tion, but whom no man denies to be in poſſeſſion of that ſhare, 
and it is uſed againſt the people who are admitted to be out of 
of the ſhare of power which as properly belongs to 

them; and the argument is not that they demand more than 
they are intitled 10, but that their powers and their privileges 
have found their way into other hands where they are, and are 
exerciſed more for their advantage, Thank God, Sir, we have 
not at this day the whole of our conſtitution to recover, either 
from the chaos of firlt principles, or to ſue for it at the foot of 
the throne ; but if we had, and the ariſtocracy were now to ſeek 
for their ſhare of power from the juſtice of the Crown, they 
would be met by the ſame argument that now defeats the claich 
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of the people. Hear how the ſame argument ſounds in the 
mouth of an ancient or a modern monarch. When Auguſtus 
Czſar in Rome, when the king of Sweden in our days, took 
into their hands all the functions of the other conſtituted autho- 
rities, when to uſe the words of the hiſtorian of the former, 
conſulatum tribunatum omnia in ſe trahebat nullo adverſante, he did 
not do it upon the barefaced avowal that he meant to exerciſe 
them all for his advantage; no, he held forth- the pretence that 
they had been abuſed in the proper hands, but would be ſafe in 
his. No doubt, Sir, when the people ſhall be reſtored to their 
rights, one of the firſt uſes they will make of them will be to 
thwart the views of the ariſtocracy, and whenever they do ſo, 
they will be thought by that ariſtocracy to have employed them 
exceedingly ill; but, Sir, our conſtitution is founded upon fairer 
principles, it can ſuppoſe that there are ſome ſubjects which fo 
nearly touch the people at large, that the wiſdom of the people 
is ſuperior to the wiſdom of the ariſtocracy ; our conſtitution is 
built upon mutual checks and mutual controul ; it is the extreme 
of weakneſs in an individual to call other minds into council un- 
der any previous condition of agreement with opinion propoſed; 
it will be wiſe in the ſtate to take the people into the public 
conneils, in order to have the benefit of their honeſt opinion in 
whatever way they may operate, to give them that ſhare in the 
coaſtitution which in juſtice belongs to them to be exerciſed for 
their advantage, and for ours to be uſed like Trajan's ſword, 
pro me fi meriar, ſi non contra me. 

The right hon. baronet has not ſaid a great deal upon the 
particular proviſions of this bill, but enough to give the Houſe 
to underſtand, that he diſapproves of this plan, as indeed he has 
diſapproved of every plan of reform that has been propoſed for 
theſe ten years paſt; and this is an argument which has ſo much 
of the Proteus in its nature, that although it may have the ap- 
pearance of throwing out ſomething like a challenge, which 
would worſe become me than any man in the Houſe to make, L 
am tempted to endeavour to meet it by contending that plans of 
reform are not either numerous or innumerable, as the right hon. 
baronet ſeems to ſuppoſe, but that they may be all eafily reduci- 
ble to a very few heads; and I do believe, the right hon. mover 
of this bill has taken up the laſt and only remaining plan of re- 
form, after ſetting aſide thoſe which are ſubject to irrefragable 
objections on the face of them, or which have already received 
the condemnation of this Houſe, | 

I do not mean to ſay, that plans of reform, grounded on the 
right of univerſal ſuffrage, may not be innumerable, or that 
plans of reform which operate merely by regulations of reſidence 
and regiſtry, may not be as various as the fancies that produce 
them ; but to the latter of theſe, I think no recourſe can be 
fairly had, not only becauſe bills of that nature are more pro- 
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perly to be called election bills than bills of reform, but becauſe 
they are liable to the greateſt uncertainty in their operation in 
many inſtances, disfranchiſing where it was intended to give 
franchiſe, and becauſe they partake ſo far of the obnoxious prin- 
ciple of perſonal ſuffrage, as they tend to ſeparate the right of 
voting from the poſicſſion of property, and annex it to the per- 
ſonal conditions of reſidence and regiſtry. But what I mean to 
ſay, is that any plan of reform that acts on the exiſting materi- 
als afforded by the conſtitution, conſidering the repreſentation as 
conſiſting of diſtin parts, the borough and the county repre- 
fentation ; if it propoſes to make a real and ſubſtantial alteration 
in the diſtribution of power between theſe different parts, can 
only operate in one or two ways. Our repreſentation being a diſtri- 
bution of power exerciſed through the medium of numbers, can be 
altered only by adding a greater number of repreſentatives to 
that branch of the repreſentation where the elective baſis is al- 
ready ſufficiently extended; or by increaſing the number of 
electors in that branch where the repreſentatives are already ſuf- 
ficiently numerous. On the firſt principle was founded the plan 
of the late Lord Chatham, for adding to the number of the. 
Enights of the ſhire, which alſo forms a part of the rigbt hon. 
gentleman's [ Mr. Ponſonby} bill; but he could not rely upon 
this proviſion only, becauſe, in order to render it effectual, it 
would be neceſſary either to make an alarming encreaſe of the 
number of this Houſe, or elſe to disfranchiſe a ſufficient number 
of boroughs, to make room for the additional county members 
to be introduced. What then remained to the right hon. gen- 
tlemari but to encreaſe the number of electors in boroughs, with- 
out disfranchifing thoſe who already claim a right of voting ; a 
plan, which if he had carried it as far as it is capable of being 
extended, ſo as inſtead of taking in the adjoining diſtri, to 
take in the whole of the county, would, in my opinion, ſtand 
clear of every objection, and unite every advantage to be found 
in any of thoſe bills which have hitherto been propoſed to this 
Houle, | 

But the principal objection of the right hon. baronet to the 
preſent bill is, that the additional voters who are to be taken 
into the different boroughs, being to be found among the tenants 
of the adjoining diſtricts, this bill can only effectuate a transfer 
of influence from the preſent proprietors of boroughs to the re- 
ſpeRive landlords of the adjoining diſtrifts ; in my thinking, Sir, 
the operation of the bill will be widely different, it will eſſenti- 
ally change the nature of the influence to be hereafter exerted 
in boroughs into what hands ſoever it may fall. It is eaſy to put 
a caſe where no transfer of influence from one hand to another 
can poſſibly be ſuppoſed to happen; I mean where the eltate of 
the preſent proprietor ſhould extend over the whole of the diftrict 
to be taken in, and yet in ſuch a caſe could it be contended, that 
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no change would be made in the nature of the influence ? Is 
there no difference between that influence which is exerted by an 
individual over a limited and ſelect body of men, and the inſlu- 
ence of a landlord over a large and extended tenantry ? they dif- 
fer moſt materially in two points, they muſt be differently ac- 
quired, they muſt be differently uſed ; the firſt, is the influence 
of wealth or power, operating directly upon a ſmall body of 
men; the ſecond can only be the effect of that general good 
character, thoſe general acts of benevolence and kindneſs which 
are the natural reſult of the ſituation of a great landlord, and of 
the happieſt condition in which man'can ſtand, where every vir- 
tuous act is a wiſe one. 

A ſmall number of voters may conſider themſelves as truſtees 
for the patron, and their voices may be ſold for his benefit, but 
an extended tenantry will conſider that they have rights of their 
own, -and will at leaſt require to have ſome acquaintance with 
the candidate to be elected, as well as with the perſon who pro- 
poſes him ; when this is brought about, then will very properly 
follow the oath againſt bribery, which makes part of the preſent 
bill, to be adminiſtered to the member previous to his taking his 
ſeat, an oath which has been adviſedly omitted in every plan of 
reform hitherto preſented to this Houſe, and wiſely, I think 
omitted, but wiſely only, becauſe when we adopt one falſe 
principle, it may be afterwards neceſſary to yield to its conſe- 
quences. 

Now Sir, if we are really afraid to extend the elective fran- 
chiſe to thoſe perſons to whom the preſent bill propoſes to ex- 
tend it, our ſituation is lamentable, is deſperate indeed; becauſe 
in a time of profound peace, we are afraid to truſt thoſe who in 
a time of commotion muſt be our beſt, our only defenders. But 
Sir, while we are too ftrong for the ſeditious in this country, if 
we betray an unreaſonable fear of them, it muſt be ſuſpe&ed that 
we only make a pretence of our fears, to with-hold the juſt 
rights of men of a very different deſcription, and to make our- 
ſelves too ſtrong for thoſe over whom we ought to ſeek for no 
domination. I diflike the cry of fear, becauſe it has been the 
cry of tyrants fince the beginning of the world. Tiberius was 
in perpetual alarm; Henry the Eighth was ever ſurrounded 
with plots and aſſaſſination, the proud dominion of the church 
in its proudeſt day, when it trod on the necks of kings and lift- 
ed its head againſt heaven itſelf, was never free from ſalutary 
danger. I diſlike the cry of fear, when I find it attempred to 
be raiſed by the weak againſt the ſtrong, but when 1 find the 


ſtrong cry out fear __—_ the weak, I always know it is the 


prelude to ſome grand injuſtice; for never was any ſyſtem of op- 


preſſion long conducted in the world without ſetting up for itſelf 
N H 
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ſome grim idol of terror, an object expreſſed by ſome frightful 
indefinite word that can mean at the ſame time, every thing, any 
thing, or nothing; as beſt ſuits the purpoſes of thoſe who uſe it. 
Malignancy was the word in England in forty-one, ariſtocracy. 
is the word in France in ninety-four. I hope the cry of ſedition 
does not anſwer, L will not ſay ſuch a purpoſe, but a very bad 
purpoſe in. this country. For though, Sir, a picture of the fol- 
lies or crimes of our own country would preſent only an image 
of the innocent play of children, in compariſon of the ghaſtly. 
ſcenes that are paſſing there; yet, 

I think, we ſhall ſhew our abhorrence of the principles of 
that devoted kingdom, more honeſtly, more nobly, and more 
unequivocally, by throwing from our hands the weapons of op- 
preſſion. ſhe has uſed, than by imitating in the ſlighteſt degree 
any part of that policy by which her rulers have been ena- 
bled to ſtifle the voice of a real majority of the property of the. 
country. 


Mr. Ticux, jun. ſaid, he wiſhed to-expreſs to the Houſe his: 
ſentiments on this great queition. He conſidered it incumbent 
on every gentleman to declare his ſentiments openly ; that if he. 
voted againſt reform he might be ſeen to do ſo, and if the con- 
trary, it might be made apparent to the public. He ſaid, he. 
would vote for every reform tending to repreſs the great and in- 
creaſing influence of the crown in that Houſe, and to prevent 
the ſelling of ſeats. Though he approved in general of the pre- 
ſent bill, he yet thought there were objeRtionable parts, whieh 
in a committee might be rectified; and as the public at large 
have been long, in expectation of ſuch a meaſure as that pro- 
poſed, he thouglit it would be proper to make a timely concel. 
ſion to the popular wiſh, When the people's wiſhes become de- 

mands, who, he aſked, will then have courage to refuſe? The 
right hon. baronet on the other fide of the Houſe has objected 
to the meaſure of reform on account of the time; but every 
time will be objected to by thoſe intereſted in the contrary. No 
man, he ſaid, venerated the baſis of the conſtitution more than 
he did; he believed it to be the beſt ſyſtem of human policy ever 
deviſed; He would ſupport only ſuch a plan of reform as went. 
to the correction of its abuſes, but would always oppoſe any plan 
not founded on its principle. 

We were at preſent, he ſaid; engaged in a-dangerous and ca- 
lamitous war; a war which he thought unneceſſary. A great 
part of the people had diſplayed ſymptoms of diſcontent at its. 
continuance, and' more were likely to become diſcontented from 
its conſequence, ſo that the preſent was, in his mind, a time pe- 
culiarly adapted for reform. No ſuch danger is to be apprehend- 
ed from the meaſure, as that predicted by the right hon. baro- 
net. We have a conſtitution in which it is only neceſſary to rec- 
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tify abuſes; not like France, which previous to its revolution 
had none, and whoſe fabric of government depended for ſupport 
on the power of fleeting miniſters. It was by oppoſing mode- 
rate reforms whea they might have taken place, that the old 
government of France was deſtroyed, and that anarchy produced 
which followed the firſt National Aſſembly. As to the argu- 
ment of the right hon. baronet on the ground of innovation, 
King Johu might have done the ſame to his barons ; the ſame 
objection might be made to the Haheas Corpus act, and that for 
rendering the judges independent of the crown, and of every 
other alteration which went to the melioration of old eſtabliſh- 
ments. Many innovations have taken place in this country of 
late years; will any one ſay that they have been prejudicial? In 
ſuſtaining the fabric of our conſtitution, it has often become ne- 
ceſſary to refer to original principles. It was in the-reign of 
Edward III. that commercial towns were firſt ordered to return 
repreſentatives to parliament ; but this ſalutary innovation after- 
wards became abuſed, by extending the eleQive franchiſe to 
ſmall villages for miniſterial influence, and this influence it is ne- 
ceſſary to curtail. No man ſhould be allowed to exereiſe the 
elective franchiſe, who could not give an independent vote, and 
every man who could give an independent vote ſhould be in poſ- 
ſeſſion of that privilege. The miniſterial influence was, he ſaid, - 
too great in that Houſe, and ought to be diminiſhed ; and al. 
though ſome ſay this influence is attended with no bad effeR, he 
conſidered that it would be ultimately deſtructive of the liberty 
of the conſtitution ; it would unite the legiſlative with the exe- 
cutive power, and then the liberties of the people would be ef. 
fectually deſtroyed. He here took notice of the prevailing prac. 
tice of felling boroughs, and trafficking the honours of the 
peerage, for the purpoſe of corrupt returns to the Houſe of 
Commons; and ſaid, although the preſent members might be 
very good, they could not anſwer for thoſe who would ſucceed 
them. The outward form of the conſtitution was nothing, if 
we had loſt its original principles and eſſence. The ſenate of 
Rome exiſted under the tyranny of the emperors ; but they 
were the abje& ſlaves of military deſpotiſm. Formerly parlia- 
ments were overawed by kings, but now they are corrupted by 
miniſterial influence. The preſent caſe is ſo much the worte 
than the former, as the aſſaſſin who ſtabs in the dark, is worſe 
than the open and manly opponent. By the preſent ſyſtem, he 
obſerved, all reſponſibility of miniſters is taken away, as they can 
at all times command a majority to ſupport them in any thing. 
It was formerly the cuſtom to carry up to the throne the 
grievances of the people along with the money bills ; now, the- 
grievances of the people are adjourned to the firſt of Auguſt ! 
The parliament of this country had, he obſerved, loſt their con- 
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ſequence in the minds of the public. They, laſt year, conferred 
great benefits on the Roman Catholics; and yet this body of 
people, in whom gratitude for recent conceſſions might be ſup- 
poſed to ſtifle every kind of murmur and complaint, have pub- 
licly declared by their convention, that parliamentary reform is 
neceſſary. One of the greateſt, proofs of the neceſſity of reform 
was, he ſaid, that corrupt judges were not called before the bar 
of the Houſe for exceeding their powers. He ſaid, he conſi- 
dered the preſent fituation of Europe peculiarly unfavourable to 
liberty, and took a general view of the conduct of the coaleſced 
powers againſt Poland and France, and the criminal negligence 
and duplicity of the Britiſh miniſters in continental politics. 
Mr. 'Tighe: concluded a long and argumentative ſpeech, with 
declaring, that he was ſure a reform of parliament would ſoon 
take place, and he wiſhed it might be at a time when it could be 
done uninfluenced by terror, and when the public might be con- 
vinced, that the conceſſion was not extorted from the legiſlature 
by faction and menace. * 7 


Sir Lauvgtxct Parsons ſaid, that he did not wiſh on this 
great ſubject of reform to give a ſilent vote, though he did not be- 
lieve, that any thing could be ſaid that night, on the one ſide, 
which would make the people leſs deſirous to obtain it; or on 
the other, that would make a majority of the Houſe more will- 
ing to adopt it. His object, therefore, principally was to make 
fore obſervations. upon the conllitution of this country, which 
might have ſome operation another day. It might be deemed, 
he ſaid, preſumptuous in him, to ſay, what was the beſt form 
of conſtitution, ſince forms might be ſo various; and many very 
good, as well as. many very bad: but having long and anxiouſly 
thought on this ſubject, the Engliſh conſtitution, if purified 
from its adulterations, appeared to him to be the beſt, that the 
wiſdom of man had ever conſtructed: it had ſtood for many cen- 
turies, receiving from time to time ſuch repairs, as were ſuited 
to its decays; and while almoſt all the reſt of Europe was ſunk. 
in ignominious thraldom, it had upheld the liberties of the Eng- 
lifh people. I have read, ſays he, the modern declaimets a ainſt 
this conſtitution ; and I have found no weight in any of their ob- 
jections, but one; that is the expence : and this originates, in the 
parliament : How? You know yourſelves. I do not believe thoſe 
libellets of our conſtitution, who ſay that corruption is neceſ- 
fary to it. It was unknown in England at the revolution ; it 
was infuſed into it by Sir R. Walpole : and as the conſtitu- 
tion exiſted. for centuries before it, why may it not exiſt for 
centuries after its eradication? There are ſome, I know, who 
would repreſcut co:ruption as a vital of the conſtitution, ĩnſtead 
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of being, as it is, its bane, and its mortality. There are inſects, 
who only live in putridity; who feaſt on whatever is morbid; 
who do not regard the conſtitution as a bleſſing, but as a prey; 
who in proportion as it decays and mortifies, increaſe, and en- 
gender in it and ſpread over its ſurface ; and who, if it were once 
made ſound, would drop of, and be heard of no more. "Theſe, 
I know, will object to any remedy to recover and reſtore it, but 
every man, who loves his country, and loves virtue, liberty and 
truth, will be every day more and more convinced of the utility 
. of ſome ſuch emendation, as you are now conſidering. I ſay, 
that corruption is not neceſſary to our conſtitution. I therefore 
ſay, that inordinate expence is not neceſſary. Some recent wri- 
ters have inveighed againſt the expences of royalty : but what 
are they? the expences of an Engliſh king are not much 
greater than of an Engliſh nobleman, or an Engliſh nabob. 
They are little to the great nation of England: and to this, 
when we have only the ſimular of a king, they are ſtill leſs. It 
is not the prince in our conſtitution, nor is it the viceroy, who 
conſumes the wealth of the people; but it is the repreſentatives 
of the people. The ſtipendiary member muſt have his ſtipen- 
diary followers; and the corruption which takes root in the 
parliament, ſpreads innumerable ramifications over the whole 
iſland. Thus plunder countenances plunder ; and every great 
plunderer is ſupported and abetted by all the little plunderers 
beneath ; and then they tell you, that all this is neceſſary : 
but I ſay. that it is a blaſphemy againſt our conſtitution to toy 
ſo. Take away the temptations to be corrupt, and men will be 
virtuous. If not, as the Houſe of Commons is now conſtitut- 
ed, reform the conſtitution of it. Let it be compoſed of inde- 
| pendent country gentlemen for the counties; and reſpectable ci- 
tizens for the great towns; and I would ſtake my exiſtence on 
it, that ſuch. men would not impede any capable miniſter in 
good meaſures ; and the more, that they would impede him in 
bad ones, the better. Look at America, and ſee how the con- 
ſtitution there harmonizes and operates without a bribe ; and 
who will defame the gentlemen of this country, and ſay, that 
they would not act as honeffly. Our conſtitution, in my opinign, 
is much wiſer in theory, than the American, and might be made 
as virtuous in practice. It might be as viituous, becauſe it was 
ſo for centuries in England; and becauſe the gentlemen of this 
country, if not poiſoned by example and temptation, would be 
as virtuous as any on earth. It is their nature to be fo. They 
are not born an avaricious, griping, plundering gentry, hut the 
very reverſe ; noble, generous, and independent: and it is only 
the moſt vile government, that makes any of them otherwiſe. 
It is the defpicable panders of an external adminiſtration, who 
come over here, and blow upon their characters; and tamper 
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with them, and taint them; and then, when they go back to 
England, ſtigmatize them for the very taint, which they them- 
{elves had given; uotil they have made the name of the Iriſh 
parliament almoſt a ſynonomy for corruption. I ſay then, that 
our conſtitution might be as pure in practice, as the American, 
or any other: and I add, that I think it much better in theory; 
and for this reaſon ; the three eſtates of our conſtitution, are more 
independent of each other. The frailty of man, the appetite 
for power, and the abuſes of it, require reciprocal checks and 
controls. In our conſtitution then, that the crown and the 
peers are more independent by being hereditary, than if they 
were elective, every one muſt ſee : and that they are more likely 
to control, by being independent, than if they were not fo, 
every one. ruſt ſee alſo.” In theſe two eſtates then, I think 
that our conſtitution is much better than the American; and a 
reform would make it as good in the third ; that is, it would 
make the third more independent of the other two; and more 
dependent on the people, as it ought to be. The advantages 
then of a wiſe reform are theſe : your parliament would be more 
virtuous; your government more cheap; your Houſe of Com- 
mons more broadly founded on the people; and the three eſtates 
of your conſtitution more equally poiſed againſt each other. 
To adjuſt this would require deep and ſolid wiſdom. No 
metaphyſics: no ſcholattic ſubtleties: no abſtract refinements 
upon rights, which are treacherous and bewildering. In 
ſhort, the ſimple conſideration ſeems to be this, how you are 
moſt likely to extra out of the maſs of the people 300 honeftl and 
capable repreſentatives, who ſhall know what is beſt for the people, 
and will do it. The diſtemper of the times is, that moſt men 
conſider, how they ſhall get political power; not how they 
ſhall get good government: whereas, political power is honeſtly 
no object, but as it gives good government; that is, it is only 
the means; good government is the end: and modern theoriſts 
refining too much on the means, often loſe ſight of the end. 
'Thus 4 men argue, that every man ſhould have a vote; not 
conſidering, that to obtain good repreſentatives, the franchiſe 
may be too much extended, as well as too much contracted. 
They argue as if the primary object was the right of the voter, 
not the ſelection of the repreſentative. But, in my opinion, 
was ſuffrage made univerſal, tumult, corruption, and ariltocratic 
influence would over-rule almoſt every election, and honeſt worth 
could ſeldom rear its head. Speculiſts may talk of the right of 
the many; but the true conſideration is the good of the many; 
and that is, to diſpoſe the franchiſe ſo, that it will produce the 
beſt repreſentives. This is what the wiſe legiſlator will do; in- 
ſtead of ſpinning theſe refined theories, which like Arachne's 
web, have no ſtrength or ſubſtance for the uſe of man. A right 
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hon. baronet has ſaid, that this is not the time to introduce this 
ſubject. Why? Are we furiouſly occupied, that we cannot at- 
tend to it? I wiſh to know from the hon. baronet, what elſe 
we have to do? When we ſpeak of the war, and move for pa- 
pers relative to it, we are told, that we ought not to diſcuſs that 
ſubject; we ought to leave it to England. When a motion is 
made for an equalization of duties, we are told, that it is no 
time to difcuſs that ſubject; we ſhall irritate England. And 
now, when a reform which purely relates to this country, and 
in which England is no way implicated, is propoſed, we are told, 
that it is no time to diſcuſs this alſo. In ſhort, it is a time for 
Tervile acquieſcence; for ignominious ſilence ; for taxing the peo- 
ple; for voting ſupplies; and for nothing elſe ! Grievances and 
ſupplies uſed to go hand in hand: this was the honeſt, antiquat- 
ed doctrine of our anceſtors. Where has that ſpirit fled, which 
uſed to animate the repreſentatives of the people? What ſhall 
we ſay, that we have been doing, when we go back to our re- 
preſentatives ?—I aſk pardon, I forgot—A majority of this 
Houſe never go back to their repreſentatives: they do not 
know them: they do not live among them: many of them ne- 
ver faw them: no, nor even the places that they repreſent. 
What a mockery is this of repreſentation ? Do you think, that 
in this enlightened age, ſuch an impoſture can long continue ? 
Impoſſible. When the Americans were deliberating on their 
new conſtitution, if any. one had got up among them, and had 
propoſed ſuch an inſtitution as our preſent borough repreſenta- 
tion, and had ſaid, there is a certain ruin in Virginia; let it 
ſend two repreſentatives, to'be named by any twelve perſons Mr. 
Waſhington ſhall appoint : and there is a certain tree in Penſyl- 
wania; let it ſend two repreſentatives, to'be named by any twelve 
perſons Mr. Franklin ſhall appoint, and fo on.— Would not the 
man have been deemed mad, who had made ſuch a propoſition. 
An inſtitution then, which any rational ſet of men upon earth, 
would deem a man mad for having propoſed, can it be ſound 
ſenſe in you to retain ? But the antiquity of the inſtitution, it 
will be ſaid, ſanctions it with us. Now antiquity may be a good - 
reaſon for retaining what is indifferent - and of no conſequence : 
but what is.not indifferent, but of the greateſt moment, its an- 
tiquity ſhould have no weight with you: if it be good, retain it 
for that reaſon : if it be bad, for that reaſon diſcard it. *Chis 
is the only plain ſenſe in ſuch conſiderations. But antiquity 
never authorized a place which. could have no conſtituents to ſend 
repreſentatives. Our anceſtors were not fo abfurd. Wealth and 
population originally choſe repreſentatives: and cloſe boroughs 
did not originate in our ancient conflitution, but in ſubſequent 
perverſions of it: in the decays of time, and the ebuſes of pre- 
rogative. It is not then to- change your antient conſtitution, 
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that you are now called. upon, but to reſtore it. Let me now, 
before 1 conclude, recommend peace and temperance to the 
people. They may be aſſured, that they muſt, and ſoon, ſuc- 
ceed in the attainment of this meaſure, as they have done in the 
attainment of every other that they have deſired. Moſt men re- 
member when our parliament was perpetual ; when the Engliſh 
parliament was ſupreme, and legiſlated for us: when the privy 
council was co-ordinate with the two Houſes: when, in ee 
we had only a moſt perverted conſtitution, and a ſurreptitious 
trade. What has changed our ſituation ? 'The power of the 
people wiſely and temperately applied. And what ſhould they 
learn from this? That there is nothing reaſonable, that they de- 
ſire, that they may not peaceably obtain, and through the me- 
dium of parliament. If they fail to-day in obtaining a tempe- 
rate amendment of the conſtitution, they may be aſſured, that 
they mutt ſucceed another, and not a very diſtant day. Let 
them only await events in peace. Peace ſhould be the council 
on every man's lips. It is, in my mind, what we ſhould recom- 
mend to the throne, and what we ſhould recommend to the peo- 
ple: foreign and domeſtic peace. But fince the miniſtry and 
parliament have determined to perſiſt in the war, let every one 
endeavour to preſerve tranquillity at home, and await the iſſue of 
this great argument of arms. It muſt have ſome eſſect on our 
conſtitution. The ſpeech frem the throne has truly intimated 
this. But if it would have one effect in caſe of victory: it may 
have another, an oppoſite one in caſe of defeat. Thoſe who 
go to war, muſt riſk all the conſequences of war : the conſequen- 
ces of failure, as well as thoſe of ſucceſs. Our conſtitution be- 
fore this war terminates may have a hard ſtruggle; and we 
ſhould endeavour to make it in time as ſound and robuſt as we 
can. Tt is the gentlemen of power and property in the country 
chat are its ſinews, and any reform, which would introduce more 
of them into its ſyſtem, in the place of che feeble tendons of de- 
cayed boroughs, would render it more athletic, and more able to 
withſtand any concuſſion. 


Mr. BarzixGTox faid, he could not admit that by voting an. 
enquiry into the ſtate of repreſentation, the Houſe had commit- 
ted themſelves to adopt any alteration in the practice of the 
conſtitution. He confeſſed he had heard the voice of obſcure 
individuals, and the clamour of diſaffected ſocieties, calling for 
various, contiaditory and repugpant ſyſtems of innovation; but 
he alſo bad heard the voice of public reaſon, of public prudence, 
and of public ſafety, invincibly arguing on the other hand. An - 
hon. member who ſupported tbe bill, had urged the ſtrongeſt ar- 
guments againſt it, namely, that no one body in the country, 
corporate or incorporate—uo ſociety of loyal ſubjefts—no requi- 


1794.1 DEBATE Ss. 167 


ſition of W to their ſheriff—no petitions of the people 
to their Parliament, had given colour to the adoption of this 
meaſure. Why then did we ſeek it? It muſt be either with a 
political or a commercial view. The preſent political ſituation 
of this country could be beſt judged by comparing it with the 
paſt, for many years, particularly the laſt twelve, in a rapid ſtate 
of progreſſive improvement, both in conſtitution and commerce: 
In 1779, from a parliament delegated as the preſent, it received 
the renovation of its couſtitution ; it received the freedom of 
its legiſlature ; the extenſion of its commercial ſyſtem ; the pride 
of independence, and the hopes of every thing: In 1793, a 
Parliament fo delegated, purſued the ſame ſyſtem. Government 
clipt her own wings; ſhe granted a place bill, a penſion bill, a 
reſponlibility bill; fhe ſurrendered the hereditary revenue of the 
Crown ; ſhe emancipated the Catholics ; ſhe went at leaſt as far 
as prudence or the times would admit her: why then is this 
Parliament thus aQtiog, though thus delegated, held up as a 
ſample of inadequacy ? could any parliament, preſerving the 
connection with Great Britain, have done more? though pleaſ- 
ed with the procedure of your Parliament, you reprobated the 
practices which produced it; and diſcarding the ſubſtance, you 
ruſh to embrace the ſhadow ! But does this country, taking it 
in a commercial view, call for this meaſure? Is extending the 
debaucheries of election eſſential to the ſucceſs of the manufac- 
turer? Or, will the character of a fluctuating conſtitution tend 

to increaſe the commercial credit of the nation? We are only 
a limb of the empire, and owe ſome conſideration to the great 
body with which we are connected. Let not Ireland introduce 
the firſt ſymptoms of a diſorder which may deſtroy the whole: 
We have heretofore ſcudded before a happy gale, we are now 
moored amidſt a hurricane; let us not now weigh the anchor of 
the conſtitution in ſearch of untried ſhores ; if we let her drift 
from her moorings, the may feel the rock before ſhe finds the 
navigation.—But though the meaſure might ſeem neceſſary, the 
conſequences would be deſtructive, and the remedy propoſed ut- 
terly inadequate to the diſeaſe. It is propoſed to gratify the 
people, but this meaſure does either too much or too little, or 
it is nugatory ; if it only extends franchiſe to property, it falls 
far ſhort of either the wiſhes or expectations of thoſe you mean 
to gratify—the maſs of the people—extending to property 
what you deny to perſons, will irritate the many againſt the 
few, and, inſtead of calming, rouſe the ſpirit you wiſh to ſup- 
preſs. Such a meaſure could only palpably ſeparate in the 
middle ranks, and it is not the middle ranks who are impatient” 
for the acquiſition, or whoſe impatience could be formidable.— 
If you ſuppoſe it could gratify the lower orders of the people, 
you are miſtaken ; that glorious ſociety of reformiſts, the enemy 
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of the Crown, the incendiary of the people, and the diſgrace 
of Ireland, can alone prepare plans of popular conſtitutions, ge- 
nerated in gaols and alchouſes, and publiſhed to the country. — 
They are iſſued as writs to ſummon inſurrection and diſobedience 
to the laws. Doctors without practice, merchants without cre- 
dit, fooliſh gentlemen, mad printers, and bullies without ſpirit, 
all united in one common cauſe, call for a perſonal repreſenta- 
tion; the common executioner of majeſty, religion, property 
and civilization. If your meaſure means this, I believe it is 
rather too much; and if it goes only to a ſmall extenſion of 
franchiſe, in this preſent cauſe it is nugatory ; it is innovation 
without effect; a meer transfer of influence, without an exten- 
fon of freedom. 

A great character of this country, (who is now no more, but 
whoſe information was equal to his talents, and his talents equal 
to difficulties) propoſed a bill for reform in a ſiſter country. 
Both fides of the Britiſh parliament feared for their old forms ; 
they ſhuddered .at innovation, they unanimouſly confeſſed its 
pre- excellence, but refuſed its adoption. 

He did not, by mentioning this great character, mean to tear 
laurels from the brow of the living to wreath them round the 
buſt of the dead. He ſaw, with gratification, the flowers of 
public virtue, which, ſcorched by the rays of political party, 
for ſome time ſeemed to droop and wither on their ſtems, again 
reſume a rich and luxuriant vegetation, Political prudence and 
public diſcretion, ſhooting forward at a trying time and difficult 
moment, call for public approbation.—lt is equally gratifying, 
to hold the mirror up to nature, to ſhew vice its own image, or 
virtue her own likeneſs. It had been afferted, that though 
the conſtitution worked well, its very ſpirit exiſted in recurring 
to original principles, and amending the practice; but prac- 
tice never can be ſo pure as theory, and the errors complained 
of have not crept into, but originated with, the trueſt form of 
government. . 3 

Was Ireland at any former period repreſented in any mode 
more favourable to the liberties of the people? Whatever 
change has taken place in the practice of the repreſentation, 
has in fact been a gradual transfer of influence from the Crown 
to the landed intereſts of the country. When the boroughs 
aroſe from the charters of James I. this influence, purpoſely 
created and ſolely exerciſed by the Crown, is now exerciſed by 
the leading and landed intereſts of the country, and thoſe inte- 
reſts at this moment form a formidable equipoiſe to the power of 
the Crown. For experience evinces that the diverſity of views 
incident to leading intereſts, conflantly create a diverſity of mea- 
ſures checking both the Crown and each other; and effectually 

obſtructing any ſy lem inimical to the real intereſls of the peo- 
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ple; not that this is the true ſpirit or theory of the conſtitution, 
but it has ever been the practice; and as it has worked well, it 
ſhould not be changed without a certainty of amendment; if 
that certainty of amendment ſhould appear, and at a time when 
innovation would .not be dangerous, it might be difficult to 
argue againſt it; but the preſent bill in point of ſubſtance 
would be utterly inoperative, and in point of time critically dan- 
gerous ; it would ſtrengthen the ariſtocracies which it profeſſed 
to ſuppreſs, and urge on innovation whilſt it only profeſſed to 
amend, but inſtead of amending it rather looked like cobbling 
the conſtitution; putting a new patch upon an old garment, 
neither adapted to its texture, its colour, or its ſtrength, tend- 
ing to expoſe, not conceal, our nakedneſs; not to cloſe but to 
rend the breach the wider. The genius of rational liberty ho- 
vers round us, let us not diſguſt her by experiment, or ſhe may 
clap her wings and depart this country for ever. He ſaid, the 
obvious wiſh of the Houſe to end the debate, induced him, at 
ſo late an hour, to relinquiſh a ſyſtematie inveſtigation of the 
ſubject, and a ſpecial reply to the arguments by which it was 
ſupported, yet he could not help obſerving, that the great ta- 
tents and ability which ſupported the meaſure, never could have 
had the opportunity of doing ſo, had "ſuch a ſyſtem taken ef- 
fe& previous to their election, and that he did not ſee in the 
general retroſpe& of public queſtions, that more public virtue 
was exerciſed by gentlemen ariling from very popular delegations, 
than by thoſe whoſe elections more confined, had given ground 
for the preſent argument. There appears no neceſſity for inno- 
vating, but there is danger in it.— Parliament has done its duty 
by the people, the king, and the conſtitution ; but plunge into 
the labyrinth, there is ao clue to return by. 


Mr. B. ConynGHran thought the bill went to transfer the re- 
preſentation of the commercial intereſt to the landed property, 
which was certainly not the principle of the conſtitution. He 
thought it was unadviſeable to agitate the queſtion at all, be- 
cauſe if the Houſe ſhould not think proper to go the lengths 
which the people wiſhed, then they would be irritated by diſap- 
pointment. 


The CHANCELLOR OF THE ExcHequer ſpoke againſt the 
bill. He vindicated the Houſe from the charge of inconſiſ- 
tency ; for, laſt year they had only bound themſelves to enquire, 
they had done ſo, but he would not agree in conſequence of that 
enquiry to impeach the preſent (tate of the repreſentation, as 
the bill did, rill a better plan ſhould be offered. To adopt this 
plan would be to open a door to innovation, and not to ſatisfy j— 
the Houſe had not omnipotence, they could not create a re- 
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forming ſpirit, and then ſay, -* Hitherto ſhalt thou go, and no 
farther.” 

He faid, that to agree to ſyſtems of reform now, would 
have the appearance of countenancing French principles in act, 
while they were reprobating them in words. It was wiſdom, 
he ſaid, either to grant every thing at once to the people, or 


to keep things as they were. Temporizing experiments were 
dangerous. 


Mr. Curran ridiculed ſome of the abuſes in the repre- 
ſentation, and placed in a moſt ludicrous point of view the 
wretched repreſentative who is returned to the Houſe of Com- 
mons by the king's writ of capiat ad ſatisfaciendum, inſtead of the 
ſheriff*s writ of ele&ion, and who comes into the Houſe to re- 
preſent only himſelf, his wants, and his creditors. 


Mr. L. Fox oppoſed the bill, on the ground that property 
was not the only thing which by the ſpirit of the conſtitution 
ſhould be repreſented. The ability and the information of the 
people ſhould be repreſented alſo, and theſe would be totally ex- 
cluded from the Houſe by ſuch a reform as that propoſed, 
which would convert the Houſe of Commons into an aſſembly 
of mere landholders. 


At twelve o'clock a diviſion took place, on the motion of 
Sir Hescurts LancrisAs, tbat the bill be read a ſecond time 
on the firſt of Auguſt. 

Ayes, _ 142 
Noes, — 44 


Mejority . 98 


The CHANCELLOR OF THE ExcHtquer preſented a bill for 
ſecuring the payment of the annuities and of the intereſt upon 
the principal ſums therein provided for, and towards the diſ- 
charge of ſuch principal ſums ia ſuch manner as therein is di- 
reed, and for enabling the officers of his Majeſty's treaſury to 
receive certain ſums for a limited time in manner therein-men- 
tioned, and for granting unto his Majeſty a certain ſum of mo- 
ney out of the conſolidated fund, and for applying a certain ſum 
of money therein-mentioned for the ſervice of the year one 
thouſand ſeven hundred and ninety-four, and for other pur- 
poſes therein-mentioned ; which was received and read the firſt 
time. 

He alſo preſented a bill ſor enabling the Lord High Chancel- 
lor of Ireland and the Court of Exchequer reſpectively, to make 
orders on the governor and company om the bank of Ireland, for 
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payment out of the general fund of monies belonging to the ſui- 
tors of the Courts of Chancery and Exchequer, of the further 
ſum therein- mentioned, towards building the principal courts of 
juſtice at Dublin and law offices ; for declaring that all govern- 
ment ſecurities purchaſed by the governor and direQors of the 
ſaid bank, and profits ariſing therefrom, ſhould be placed to 
the account of. the governor and company of the ſaid bank; 
and for enabling the commiſſioners of his Majeſty's treaſury to 
ſell and diſpoſe of the grounds and buildings lately uſed as his 
Majeſty's Cuſtom-houſe in Dublin, and the grounds and build- 
ings now uſed for his Majeſty's ſaid courts, in manner therein- 
mentioned ; which was received and read the firſt time. 


_ 4 


* — * 7 Mi 


WepxEsDay, March 5, 1794. 


Mr. Bex ESsTrORD preſented a bill for continuing and amending 
the ſeveral laws relating to his Majeſty's revenue, and for the 
more effectually preventing frauds therein, and for regulating and 
extending the tobacco trade of this kingdom; which was receiv- 
ed and read the firſt time. 


Mr. Mason, reported from the committee of ways of means, 
the following reſolutions : 


I. Reſolved, that it is the opinion of this committee, that 
towards raiſing the ſupply granted to his Majeſty for payment of 
the charges of government and other ſervices for one year, to the 


25th of March, 1795, a ſum of god, oool. to be raiſed by loan 
or debentures. 


2. Reſolved, that it is the opinion of this committee, that 
towards raiſing the ſaid ſupply, a ſum of go, gol. and a farther 
ſum of 38,900/. making together the ſum of 129, 650. be raif- 
ed by loan, to pay a ſum heretofore borrowed upon treaſury 
bills, and payable on the 24th day of June, 1794. 


3. Reſolyed, that it is the opinion of this committee, that 
for raiſing the ſaid ſums of goo,cool. and 129, 650. the ſame 
may be borrowed on loan by debentures to carry intereſt not ex- 
ceeding the rate of five pounds per centum, per andum, aided by 
an annuity of one pound per centum, for a term uot exceeding 
fifteen years, or by debentures to carry an intereſt not exceed- 
ing the rate of four pounds per centum, per annum, aided by an 
annuity of one pound per centum, for a term not exceeding fifty 
years; the. intereſt thereof and the ſaid annuities to be paid in 
Great Britain or Ireland, as may be. agreed upon by his Excel- 

lency the Lord Lieutenant of this kingdom, or by debentures 
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to carry an intereſt not exceeding five pounds per. centum 
annum, with a lottery in aid e * . | ET 

4. Reſolved, that it is the opinion of this committee, that 
a lottery be eſtabliſhed to conſiſt of forty thouſand tickets at five 
pounds per ticket, upon ſuch ſcheme or ſchemes of prizes, with 
fuch further and other regulations, powers and proviſions neceſ- 
ſary for carrying the ſame into execution, as ſhall be appointed 
and directed by his Excellency the Lord Lieutenant of this king- 
dom, and that the tickets therein be diſpoſed of either in aid 
of the ſaid loan or towards raiſing the ſupply granted to his Ma- 
jeſty, as ſhall be appointed by the Lord Lieutenant. 


5. Reſolved, that it is the opinion of this committee, that 
towards railing the ſaid ſupply, the duties following ſhall be paid 
for and upon the feveral hides and ſkins herein after expreſſed 
or mentioned, and all parts of pieces thereof, which ſhall be 
tanned or dreſſed within this kingdom from and after the 2gth 
day of September, 1794, until the 25th day of March, 1795, 
that is to ſay, | "I 

| „ . 


For and upon all hides of horſes, mares or geldings, 
- - - 0: 1 © 


the hide 8 
For and upon all ſking called veal ſkins, kips and run- 
ners, and upon all ſkins of hogs, pigs and ſows, 
the dozen ſkins - - - 
For and upon all ſkins for ſhoes and other like pur- 
poſes, and on all ſeal ſkins, the dozen A 8 
For and upon all ſkins for book-binders uſe, the 
dozen - - - 11 
And ſo in proportion for any greater or leſſer 
| number 
For and upon all hides and ſkins, of what kind or 
denomination whatſoever, not herein enumerated 
or deſcribed, and all parts or picces thereof, for 
every pound weight Avoirdupoiſe - 8 © 1 


6. Reſolved, that it is the opinion of this committee, that 
towards raifing the ſaid ſupply, the duties reſpeRively ſet forth 
in the (aid ſchedule hereunto annexed, ſhall be paid upon all 
hides and ſkins, and all parts and pieces thereof, which ſhall be 
imported into this kingdom from the 25th day of March, 1794, 
to the 25th day of March, 1795, incluſive, in lieu and full ſatiſ- 
faction of all other duties now payable thereon. 


7. Reſolved, that it is the opinion of this committee, that 
towards raiſing the ſaid ſupply, the duties reſpectively ſet forth 
in the ſaid ſchedule ſhall be paid upon all leather worked up into 
any manufactures, or any manufacture whereof leather is the 
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moſt valuable part, which ſhall be imported into this kingdom 
from the 25th day of March, 1794, to the 25th day of March, 


1795, incluſive, in lieu and full ſatisfaction of all other duties 
now payable thereon. 


Which reſolutions were ſeverally agreed to. 


The CHanceLLor or THE ExCHEQUER then preſented a bill 
for granting to his Majeſty the duties therein-mentioned upon 
hides and ſkins and manufaQures of leather; which was received 
and read the firſt time. 


The SoLicirort GENERAL preſented a bill for the repeal of 
an act made in the ninth year of Queen Anne, entitled, an act 
to prevent the maiming of cattle; and alſo for the repeal of 
another a& made in the ſecond year of his late Majefty King 
George I. entitled, an act for making more effectual an act, 
entitled, an act to prevent the maiming of cattle ; and alſo for 
the repeal of ſo much of certain clauſes in certain other acts of 
parliament as is therein-mentioned, and to prevent the malicious 
killing, maiming and wounding of cattle ; which was received 
and read the firſt time. | 


* 


Mr. Day preſented a bill for aſcertaining the fees payable by 


ſuch Roman Catholics as qualify ; which was received and read 
the firſt time. FEES 


Mr. Mason preſented a bill for continuing the ſeveral laws re- 
lating to licenſes for the ſale of ſpirituous liquors, and the regu- 
lations for remedying the abuſes which have ariſen from the im- 
moderate uſe of ſuch liquors ; which was received and read th- 
firſt time. 


— 


TruRsDay, March 6, 1794. 


A bill for continuing an act paſſed laſt ſeſſion of parliament, 
entitled, an act for eſtabliſhing regulations reſpecting aliens arriv- 
ing in this kingdom, or reſident therein, in certain caſes, and ſub- 
jects of this kingdom who have ſerved or are ſerving in foreign 
armies; and for continuing another act paſſed in the ſame ſeſſion 
of parliament, entitled, an act to prevent the importation of arms, 
gunpowder and ammunition into this kingdom, and the remov- 
ing and keeping of gunpowder, arms and ammunition, without 
licenſe ; was read a third time and paſſed. | 


As alſo, an engroſſed bill to explain and amend an act paſſed 
in the twenty-ninth year of his preſent Majeſty, entitled, an 


„ 


112 PARLIAMENTARY [Masch 7, 8, 


act for the better ſupplying the inhabitants of certain cities and 
towns with water. ; 


Dr. ArxThus Browne preſented a bill to reduce the time 
of confinement of priſoners for ſmall debts ; which was read a 


. firſt time. 


9 


i 


Frivay, Maxcu 7, 1794. 


The bill for the improvement of the town and harbour of 
Wexford, and building a bridge over the river Slaney: As alſo, 
the bill for reviving and continuing temporary ſtatutes; were ſe- 
verally read a third time, and paſſed. 


Mr. Janes STEWART preſented a bill to prevent the incon- 
veniencies which may ariſe. during the vacancy of the office of 
treaſurer of a county; which was read a firſt-time. 


Mr. Haves preſented a bill for direQing the application of 
5,500l. granted to the Dublin Society; which was read a firſt 
time. | N 


Mr. BazxzinGToN preſented a bill to render more effectual 
the pawnbroker's act, which was read a firſt time. 


MI. Boro preſented a bill for the better regulation of jurics; 
which was read a firſt time. 


— — —— — 
Sarus par, Magc 8, 1794. 


Mr. Cooxt preſented a bill for the pay and cloathing of the 
militia for one year, &c. which was read a firſt time. 


Mr. Fornes preſented a bill for the better auditing public 
aceounts, and providing that the commiſſioners of impreſt ac-' 
counts ſhould hold their offices during good behaviour; which 


was read a firſt time. 


Mr. VanveLsus. preſented a bill for the ſame purpoſes re- 
ſpecting the commiſſioners of appeal; which was read: a firſt 


time. 


Gt 
e 


8 


1794.1 Dn r 113 


Mon bar, Manch 10, 1794. 


The following bills were read a third time, and paſſed ; 


A bill for ſecuring the payment of the annuities, and for 
the intereſt upon the principal ſums therein provided for, and 
towards the diſcharge of ſuch principal ſum in ſuch manner 
as therein is directed, and for enabling the officers of his Ma- 
jeſty's treaſury to receive certain ſums for a limited time in man- 
ner therein-mentioned ; and for granting unto.his Majeſty a cer- 
' tain ſum of money therein-mentioned, for the ſervice of the 
year one thouſand ſeven bundred and ninety-four, and for other 
purpoſes. . | 

A. bill for nN a capital ſtock belonging to the members 
of the Iriſh muſical fund, applicable to charitable purpoſes. 


TuzsDar, Mazcu 11, 1794- 


| The following bills were read a third time, and paſſed : 


A bill for granting to his Majeſty the duties thereia-mention- 
ed upon hides and ſkins, and manufacture of leather. 


A bill for enabling the Lord High Chancellor of Ireland and 
the Court of Exchequer reſpectively, to make orders on the go- 
vernor and company of the bank of Ireland, for payment out of 
the general fund of monies belonging to the ſuitors of the Courts 
of Chancery and Exchequer, of the further ſum therein-menti- 
oned, towards building the principal courts of juſtice at Dublin 
and law offices ; for declaring that all 8 ſecurities pur- 
chaſed by the governor and directors of the ſaid bank, and pro- 
fits ariſing therefrom, ſhould be placed to the account of the go- 
vernor and company of the ſaid bank. 


+ A, bill for the reducing the time of the impriſonment of debt-, 
ots committed to priſon for ſmall debts upon proſecutions in the 
Court of Conſcience of the city of Dublin. | 

A bill for a more effeQtual redreſs in caſes of fraudulent or da- 
maged linens, and for enforcing county inſpectors to an effectual 
execution of their duty, and otherwiſe promoting the linen and 

A bill for preyenting money or effects in the hands of his Ma- 
jeſty's ſubjects belonging to or diſpoſable by perſons reſident in; 
France, being applicd to. thg uſe of the perſons exercifing rhe 
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powers of gorerument in France, and for preſerving the pro- 


bon thereof for the benefit of the individual owners thereof; 
- an | 


A bill to prevent the inconveniencies which may ariſe during 
the vacancy of the office of treaſurer of a county. | 


— 
Wepxrsar, Maxcu 12, 1794. 


| The following bills were read a third time, and paſſed : 


A bill for continuing the ſeveral laws relating to licenſes for 
the ſale of ſpirituous liquors, and the regulations for remedying 


the abuſes which have ariſen from the immoderate uſe of ſuch 
liquors. - | 


A bill for continuing and amending the ſeveral laws relating 
to his Majeſty's revenue, and for more effectually preventing 


frauds therein, and for regulating and extending the tobacco 
trade of this kingdom. 


A bill for defraying the charge of the pay and cloathing of 
the militia for one year, from the twenty-fifth of March one 
thouſand ſeven hundred and ninety-four, and for the more eaſily 
raifing the ſame. | 


A bill to explain, amend and render more effectual, an act 
paſſed in the thirty-third year of his preſent Majeſty's reign, en- 
titled, an act for the relief of inſolvent debtors, in regard to the 
impriſonment of their perſons. 


A bill for directing the application of the ſum of five thouſand 
five hundred pounds granted by Parliament to the Dublin Society, 
for the improvement of huſbandry and other uſeful arts, and for 
the more effectual recovery of ſuch money as appears due to ſaid 
ſociety and to the Royal Iriſh Academy, and for enabling the 
Incorporated Society to ele& their officers and members of the 
committee of fifteen, on the firſt Wedneſday in February in every 


year. 


* 


A bill for aſcertaining the fees payable by ſuch Roman Catho- 
lics as qualify ; and | 


A bill to amend and render more effectual, an act paſſed in 
the twenty-ſixth, and an amendment of ſaid act paſſed in the 
' twenty-eighth years of his preſent Majeſty's reign, entitled, an 
act to eſtabliſh the buſineſs of a pawnbroker, and to authorize 
ſuch.perſons as ſhall be duly qualified to carry on the ſame, to 
lend money on pledges, and to receive intereſt at a higber rate 
than heretofore was recoverable by law. | 


* 
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Tuuvssbar, MarCH 13, 1794. 


The following bill was read a third time, and paſſed. 


A bill for preventing the graving and careening ſhips, gab- 
bards or boats, and to prevent fires from being kept on board 
any ſhip, gabbard or boat, between the bridge commonly called 
Bloody-bridge, and the river called Dodder, alias Donnybrook, 
in the river Anna Liffey, in the city of Dublin. 


Friday, MARCH 14, 1794. 


A motion was made, and the queſtion being put, that it ap- 
pears to this Houſe, that on the 25th of March, 1791, the 
Royal Canal Company preſented a petition to the Houſe of 
Commons, engaging to conſtrut floating and graving docks 
within a certain time and under certain conditions, upon receiving 
the ſum of 23,000/. ; that in conſequence of ſaid petition, ' an 
act paſſed in the thirty-ſecond year of his Majeſty's reign, grant- 
ing ſaid ſum to the company, for making, completing, and 
finiſhing the floating and graving docks aforeſaid ; and that in 
conſequence thereof, debentures to the amount of 950c/. part 
of ſaid ſum of 23,000/. were iſſued from the treaſury, payable 
to the undertakers of ſaid docks; that it appears upon the in- 
ſpection of the corporation book, (folio 338) that on the 26th 
of June, 1793, the members of ſaid corporation were ſeverally 
ſummoned to meet on the 1cth of July following, for the pur. 
poſe of reconſidering the ſubje& of the docks, and for the con- 
ſideration of the general concerns of the corporation; that on 
ſaid 1@th of July, 1793, ſaid corporation accordingly met, fiſty- 
one members being preſent, and then did reſolve to relinquiſh the 
ſaid undertaking in the fAlowing words: Reſolved, that it is 
« the opinion of the corporation, to ſtop all works teſpeing 
& the graving and floating docks until the canal ſhall be com- 
« pleted ſo far as to have obtained the water of Lough Hoail, 
% in the county of Weſtmeath, and to order a depntation of the 
© company to notify to Government this reſolution, with our 
<« defire of refunding the money iſſued to the company on 
& the dock account when required, and an humble hope of 
„being permitted to reſume the-undertaking at a future day, 
« when the company ſhall be more capable of executing it, and 
% when their funds ſhall permit ;*”* and a committee of ſaid cor- 
poration was appointed to notify the ſame to Government ac- 
cordingly ; that on the 23d day of July, 1992, Lord Hobart, 
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the then Secretary to the Lord Lieutenant, did by letter deſire 
the ſaid ſum of 7500). ſhould be returned into the treaſury ; that 
inſtead of money, which it had been reſolved upon to return, 
debentures payable to the Royal Canal, and not debentures pay- 
able to the dock undertakers, or money, were returned to the 
treaſury; that faid canal debentures have been returned to the 
Royal Canal Company ; that ſaid docks cannot be completed 
within the time contracted for, namely, the firſt of November 
next; that a confiderable part of the expenditure ſtated to have 
been made on the dock account, has been, and muſt have been 
expended for the Royal Canal, although no docks had ever been 
thought of; that it appears, that the expenditure of money from 
Dublin to Kilcock, according to the returns made to this Houſe, 
amounts to 142,621/. $5. 83d. ; that according to eſtimates deli. 
vered in to the committee of this Houſe, on the third of this 
month, it will require to complete the ſaid work to Kilcock, the 
ſum of 41,186/. 17s. 6d. ; that in theſe eſtimates no compenſa- 
tion is made for the. purchaſe of water, or for the injury done to 
the proprietors ; that it appears by the ſaid return, that the eſti · 
mate of the expence from Dublin to Kilcock, is brought no far- 
ther down than fo the thirty-firſt of December laſt, conſequent- 
ly, the, expence between that time and the third of March 
inſtant, is not accounted for. or included ; that it appears. that 
the geperal funds of the corporation, the parliamentary aid in- 
cluded, amounts to 200,000). and that they are by. their charter 
entitled to borrow on the credit of their own works, any further 
ſums not exceeding the amount of their ſubſcriptions actually ex- 
pended thereon; that there is reaſon to apprehend, there. will 
not be a ſufficient ſupply of water for the docks until the canal 
reaches Lough Hoa, in the county of Weſtmeath ; that ſup- 
poſing water could be ſooner obtained, that the time was | 

_ cient, and that the funds admitted of it, it appears that ſaid 
docks, conſtructed according to the plan of Mr. Evans, the en-; 
gineer, would be of no public uſe or benefit whatſoever ; that it 
appears to this Houſe, that ſaid ſum of 7500/7. fo iſſued to the 
company for making docks, ought to be returned into his Ma- 
jclty's treaſury. == 5 i 


It paſſed in the negative. 


— — — — — 
Saruxbar, March 15, 1794. 


Aker routine buſineſs, the Houſe adjourned to 25th March: 
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TuxsDay, Mack 25, 1794. 


The thanks of the Houſe were unanimouſly voted to the 
Right Hon. Joan FosTzx, their Speaker, for his faithful and 
eminent ſervices in the chair, 5 


An addreſs was ordered to be preſented to the Lord Lieute- 
nant, that he will be pleaſed to confer ſome high eccleſiaſtical 


preferment on the Reverend William Knox, chaplain to the 
Houſe. | 


The Gentleman Uſher of the Black Rod having ſummoned 
the Houſe to attend his Excellency the Lord Lieutenant in the 
Houſe of Peets; the Speaker with the members repaired thither, 
when the royal aſſent was given to the following bls ' 

1. An ad; for granting for one year the ſeveral duties therein- 
mentioned, in lieu of all other duties payable upon the feveral 
articles therein ſpecified during ſaid term, and for continuing the 
effect of the treaty of commerce and navigation figned at Ver- 
ſailles, on the twenty-fixth day of September, one thouſand 
| ſeven hundred and eighty- ix, between his Majeſty and the Moſt 

Chriſtian King, and for regulating the trade between this king- 
dom and his Majeſty's colonies, and for other purpoſes therein- 
mentioned. £ 
2. An act for ſecuring the payment of the anquities, and of 
the intereſt upon the principal ſums therein provided for, and 
towards the diſcharge of ſuch principal ſums in ſuch manner as 
there is directed, and for enabling the officers of his Majeſty's 
treaſury to remove certain ſums for a limited time in manner 
therein- mentioned; and for granting to his Majeſty a certain 
ſum of money out of the conſolidated fund, and for applying a 
certain ſam of money therein- mentioned, for the ſervice of the 
year one thouſand ſeven hundred and ninety-four, and for other 
purpoſes. | LOSE 
'$.. Ab act for granting to his Majeſty, his heirs and ſueceſ- 
ſors, ſeveral duties therein-mentioned, to be levied by the com- 
miſſioners far managing the ſtamp duties. | 
4. An act for granting to his Majeſty, his heirs and ſuccel- 
| ſors, certain duties and rates upon the portage and conveyance of 
of all letters and packets within this Kingdom, 
5. An act for granting to his Majeſty. for one year, the du- 
ties therein-mentioned on fire-hearths, in lieu of all duties paya- 
ble on the ſame prior to or during the ſaid term. | 


6. An act for granting to his Majeſty, che dutics-therein- 
mentioned upon hides and ſkins, and manufactures of leather. 
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7. An act for continuing the ſeveral laws relating to licenſes 
for the ſale of ſpirituous liquors, and the regulations for remedy- 


ing the abuſes which have ariſen from the immoderate uſe of 
ſuch liquors. F 


8. An act for defraying the charge of the pay and clothing 
of the militia for one year, from the twenty-fifth day of March, 
one thouſand ſeven hundred and ninety- four, and for the more 
eaſily raiſing the ſame. | 1 


9. An act for puniſhing mutiny and deſertion, and for the 
better payment of the army and their quarters within this 
kingdom. 3 . 

10. An act for continuing and amending the ſeveral laws re- 
lating to his Majeſty's revenue, and for the more effectually pre- 


renting frauds therein, and for regulating and extending the to- 
bacco trade of this kingdom. | 


11. An act for further continuing an act, entitled, an act for 
facilitating the trade and intercourſe between this kingdom and the 
United States of America. | FS. 


12. An a& for regulating the payment of bounties on the ex- 
portion of certain manuſactures of this kingdom. 


13. An act for directiog the application of the ſum of five 
thouſand five hundred pounds, granted by Parliament to the 
Dublin Society for the improvement of huſbandry and other uſe- 
ful arts, and for the more effectual recovery of ſuch money as 
appears due to ſaid Society, and to the Royal Iriſh Academy: 
and for enabling the Incorporated Society to ele their officers 


and members of the committee of fifteen, on the firſt Wedneſday , 


in February in every year. 


14. An act for continuing an act paſſed laſt ſeſſion of Parlia- 
ment, entitled, an act for eſtabliſhing regulations reſpecting aliens 
arriving in this kingdom, or reſident therein in certain caſes, 
and ſubjects of this kingdom who have ſerved or are ſerving in 
foreign armies, and for continuing and amending another act 
pale in the ſame ſeſſion of Parliament, entitled, an act to pre- 
vent the importation of arms, gunpowder and ammunition into 
this kingdom, and the removing and keeping of gunpowder, 
arms and ammunition, without licenſe. | 


. U | 
' 15. An act for preventing money or effects in the hands of 
his Majefty's ſubjects belonging to or difpoſable by perſons reſi- 
dent in France, being applied to the uſe of the perſons exerciſ- 
ing the powers of government in France, 'and for preſerving 
the 8 thereof, ſor the benefit of the individual owners 
thereof. 8 | 
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16. An act for reviving and contiguing certain temporary 
ſtatutes. . 1 


17. An act for a more effectual redreſs in caſes of fraudulent 
or damaged linens, and for enforcing county inſpectors to an ef- 
fectual execution of their duty, and otherwiſe promoting the 
linen and hempen manufactures. 1 - 6: 


18. A bill for enabling the Lord High Chancellor of Ireland 
and the Court of Exchequer reſpeQtively, to make orders on the 
governor and company of the bank of Ireland, for payment out of 
the general fund of monies belonging to the ſuitors of the Courts 
of Chancery and Exchequer, of the further ſum therein- menti- 
oned, towards building the principal courts of -juſtice at Dublin, 
and law offices; for declaring that all government ſecurities pur- 
chaſed by the governor and directors of the ſaid bank, and pro- 
fits ariſing therefrom, ſhould be placed to the account of the go. 
vernor and company of the bank. 3 


19. An act for reducing the time of the impriſonment of 
debtors committed to priſon for ſmall debts upon ſuits in the 
Court of Conſcience of the city of Dublin. 


20. An act to explain, amend and render more effectual, an 
act paſſed in the thirty-third year of his preſent Majeſty's reign, 
entitled, an act for the relief of inſolvent debtors in regard to the 
impriſonment of their perſons, 


21. An a& to preyent the inconveniencies which may ariſe 
during the vacancy of the office of treaſurer of a county. 


22. An act for aſcertaining the fees payable by ſuch Roman 
Catholics as qualify. 


23. An act for preventing the graving and careening ſhips, | 
gabbards or boats, and to prevent fires from being kept on board 
any ſhip, gabbard or boat, between the bridge commonly called. 
Bloody-bridge, and the river called Dodder, alias Donnybrook, 
in the river Anna Lifley, in the city of Dublin. 


24. An act for the improvement of the town and harbour of 
Wexford, and for building a bridge or bridges over the river . 
Slaney, at or near ſaid town. | 


25. An a& for ſecuring a capital ſtock belonging to the 
members of the Iriſh Mutical Fund applicable to charitable . 
purpoſes. | Fraud 


26. An act to explain and amend an act paſſed in the 


twenty-ninth year of his preſent Majeſty, entitled, an act for | 


the better ſupplying the inhabitants of certain cities and towns . - 
with water. 
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And then his Excellency was pleaſed to make a ſpeech to 
both Houſes of Parliament, as follows : 


« My Lords and Gentlemen, 


The important objects which engaged your attention being 
concluded, I am enabled to relieve you from further attendance 
in Parliament. | 

* I have his Majeſty's commands to expreſs his maſt entire 
ſatigfaQion in the zeal and unanimity which have governed 
your proceedings during the preſent ſeffion, and the chearful- 
nels with which you have provided for the extraordinary emer- 
gencies of the ſtate. This conduct, ſo honourable to yourſelves, 
mult eſſentially tend to preſerve the internal tranquillity of your 
country, to maintain that free conſtitution under which they 
enjoy ſuch incſtimable bleſhags, and is highly beneficial to the 
general intereſts of the empire and to the common cauſe of 
Europe. | 


« Gentlemen of the Houſe of Commons, 


« I am directed by his Majeſty to return you his thanks for 
the liberal ſupplies you have voted for the public ſervice. You 
may rely on their faithful application to the purpoſes for which 
they were granted. 


66 My Lords and Gentlemen, 


] 

« His Majeſty feels with the moſt cordial pleaſure the loyalty 
of his people of Ireland, and the affectionate determination they 
have always ſhewn to ſtand or fall with Great Britain. In the 
' conteſt, in which we are engaged by the unprovaked aggreſſion 
af France, meaſures of the moſt vigorous nature continue to be 
requiſite, and his Majeſty will perſevere in his exertions, in con- 
junction with his allics, againſt the common enemy. Under the 
Divine Providence, on the juſtice of his cauſe, on the diſcipline 
ed valour of his fleets and armies, and the united efforts of all 
his ſubjects, his Majeſty relies for a favourable iſſue to a war, 
which on the part of our enemies is waged againſt the envied 
liberty of theſe kingdoms, and the eſtabliſhed government of 
every {late in Europe. | wh 

-« Fapplaud your wiſdom in paſſing an act for preſerving the 
property within this kingdom of perſons reſident in France, 
from becoming the plunder of thoſe who have uſurped the go- 
vernment of that unhappy country. It is peculiarly our duty to 
ſupport the ſecurity of private property and to maintain the 
principles of juſtice, when doctrines have been advanced, and at- 
tempts endeavoured to be carried into execntion, for the deſtrue- 
tion of both. WE 


« T am ſorry to inform you, that in ſome parts of the county 
of Cork, the people, deluded by the artifices of wicked and de- 
ſigniog men, have aſſembled in numerous bodies, and have com- 
pelled many to take unlawful oaths. The timely exertions of 
the magiſtrates, aided by the ſpirited conduct of his Majeſty's 
regular and militia forces, have nearly ſuppreſſed thoſe diſtur- 
bances. No attention ſhall be wanting on my part to the pro- 
tection of the peaceable and induſtrious, and to the puniſh- 
ment of offenders againſt the law, and eſpecially of thoſe who 
have inſtigated the 1gnorant to the commiſſion of ſuch danger- 


ous crimes. | 

« The early concluſion of the ſeſſion will enable you, in your 
reſpective counties, to enforce a due obedience to the laws, and 
to inculcate that ſpirit of loyalty to the King and attachment to 
our happy conſtitution, which has ſo eminently diſtinguiſhed 
your conduct. g 

4 J am truly ſenſible of the repeated teſtimonies I have receiy- 
ed of your confidence and ſupport, for which I return you my 
moſt ſincere thanks, and ſhall endeavour to enſure their continu». 
ance by employing every power with which I am inveſted for 
the maintenance of the public tranquillity and the advantage of 
this kingdom, and by faithfully repreſenting to his Majeſty your 
unremitting attention to the welfare of Ireland, and your unani- 
mous exertions for the general cauſe of the empire.“ 


And then the Lord Chancellor declared, that it wag 
his Excellency the Lord Lieutenant's pleaſure, that 
this Parliament be prorogued to Tueſday the twenty- 
ſeventh day of May next, and the Parliament was 
accordingly prorogued to Tueſday the twenty-ſeventh 
day of May next. = 
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TO THE 
FOURTEENTH VOLUME 


. OF THE 


COMMONS DEBATES. 


A. 


Appxssxs to the King, 4.— To the Earl of Welkmor- 
land, 6. 

| *_ 

BarrINGTON, Mr. his ſpeech on the reform bill, 104. 


BzresroRD, Mr. Marcus, ſpeaks againſt the Grand Canal pe- 
tition, 56. 


BilLs receiving the royal aſſent, 117. 


BLlaquitss, Colonel, his plan to relieve the poor, 37.—Pro- 
poſes a tax upon has, 42. 


BLaquiee, Sir John, oppoſes the ae of the Grand Canal 
Company, 55. 

Bovrs, Lord, moves an addreſs to Ss King, 3. 

Bzanvy, its importation ſtated, 35. 


Browne, Dr. A. ſpeaks on the ſubject of defaulters, 59. —His 
ſpeech on the reform bill, 73. 


Buoczr opened by the Chancellor of the Exchequer, 33—45. 


„„ 


c. 


Cax Ar, undertakers of the Grand, petition the Houſe, 46.— 
Report thereon, and debates, 54 et ſeg. 


CaxAr, the Royal, motion reſpecting the, negatived, 116. 
Cavsxpisx, Sit Henry, his motion reſpecting defaulters, 59. 


CHANCELLOR OF THE ExCHEQUER ſpeaks on the finance, 11. 


— On the national defence, 1$3.—Or& the taxes o, 45.— 
On the reform bill, 107. 2 N 


Courncuan, Mr. B. ſpeaks on the ſubject of eſtabliſhing light- 
houſes, 31.— His ſentiments on the reform bill, 107. 
Cor ro MiLLs, Proprietors of, petition the Houſe, 28. 


Corrox SrixxERS, of Proſperous, petition the Houſe, 32.— Of 
Dublin ditto, 43. 


Corr, Mr. defends the national Expenditure, 15. 
Currax, Mr. his obſervations on the reform bill, 108. 
CaxaL, the Royal, motion reſpecting it, negatived, 116. 


D. 
DerauLTERs, Proceedings reſpecting, 59 et ſeg. 


DovecLas, Mr. Secretary, his opinion on various ſubjects, 2, 
30, 33, 46, 48.—Oppoſes the equalization of trade with 

Duca, Mr. his ſpeech againſt the duty upon tanned leather, 
39.—0n the equalization of trade with England, 49 et ſeg. 

Eos ALATiox of trade with England, debated, 48 ef ſeq. 

F. 

Fos zx, Right Hon. John. See Speaker. 

Fox, Mr. L. oppoſes che reform bill, 108. 

GaAT TA, Mr. his ſpeech on the addreſs to the King, 3.—0On 
equalizing the duties on manufactures in the two kingdoms, 


12, 48 ef ſeg.— On the cotton manufacture, 27.—0a the 


reform bill, 74. 3 
'GrayDon, Mr. oppoſes the tax on leather, 42. 
5 

Hats: Tax vpon, propoſed, 42. 


* 


1E 


J. : 
Jernsox, Mr. his ſpeech on the reform bill, 87. 

ö K. 
Knox, Reverend William, an addreſs in his favour, 117. 


L. 

Lanczisns, Sir Hercules, bis ſpeech on the reform bill, 69 

Lsaruza, Tax upon, oppaſed, 365 38 er ſeg. | 
Ligur-Houszs on the weſtern coaſt, propoſed by Mr. B 

Conyngham, 31. 


* 


Lon Lizurtnany. See WrsrMoxLAN Db. 


NM. , x 
 Macazrtyey, Mr. defends the Grand Canal Company, 54+ 


P. 
ParNEL, Sir John. See Chancellor of the Exchequer. 


Paxsons, Sir Lawrence, his obſervations on the defence of the 
kingdom, 9, 11, 13, 14, 45.—Moves for the treaties and 
conventions with foreign powers, 161.—Oppoſes the tax 
upon leather, 36.— His ſpeech on the reform bill, 100. 


PAwnBROKERs, obſervations upon, 38. 

Prririoxs. See Cotton Mills—Shannon Undertakers. 
PoxsoxnBy, Mr. W. B. preſents the reform bill, 62. 
Poos, Colonel Blaquiere's plan for their relief, 37. 
PxOROGATION, 121. 


R. 
REroxu Brit, 62.—Debated, 69 er eg. Rejected, 108. 
Rum, its importation ſtated, 36. 
8. | 
SHANNON, Undertakers of the Navigation of the, petition for 
a charter, 27. 
Srraxxx, the, receives the unanimous thanks of the Houſe, 117. 
SuyeLy, Committee of, proceedings therein, 9, 17 et /cg. 
Sezxcn, Earl of Weſtmorland's, at the cloſe of the ſeſſion, 120 


He Ws WS Ge 
A T. 
Taxxer LeaThir. See Leather. 
Taxxexs of Cork, petition the Houſe, 53. 
Tax, upon Leather, debated, 36. | 
. upon Carriages, ditto, 37. 0 


7 E3, propoſed by the Chancellor of the Exchequer, 33 et 
43 


Tiens, Mr. jun. his ſpeech on the reform bill, 98. 


V. 


VanvpeLeur, Mr. makes obſervations on the finance, 11.—On 


light-houſes, 31.—On the taxes, 35, 37, 43-—On the equa- 
lization of trade with England, 52. ; 5 8 


W. 


Wars and Mans, proceedings in the committee of, 33, 
45, 109. 
WesTMORLAND, Earl of, bis ſpeech on opening the ſeſſion, 1 


Als addreſſed by the Houſe, 6.— His ſpeech at coking ho 
ſeſſion, 120. | 


Wort, Mr. of Forenaughts, preſents a petition from the un- 
dertakers of the Shannon navigation, 27.—Oppoſes the 
"_ Canal petition, 57. 


